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He hath ſbeun thee, O Man, what is good; 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk 


humbly with thy God? i 
| Page 1. 


S E RK W 3 
MARK viii. 36. 
What ſhall it profit a Man if he ſhall gain the 


whole world, and loſe his own ſoul ? 
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Gather yourſelves together, ye gather yourſelves 
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decree bring forth, before the day paſs as 

the chaff, before the fierce anger of the 

Tord come upon you, before the day of the 
Lord's anger come upon you. 

| | Page 207: 


S ER M O N XII. 
MATTHEW x=viil. 23. 
_ Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto 


a certain king which would take account of 
his ſervants. | 


Page 233. 


4 
5 
! 
| 

[1 


8 MAG4 | 


SERMON I. 
M1 CAH vi. 8. 


He bath ſhewn thee, O Man, what is good; and 

what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
. Juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God? 


\HE Prophet has very happily enume2 
rated the eſſentials of Religion in this 

ſhort, but comprehenſive ſentence, 
Deſiitute. of theſe virtues, although a man 
ſhould poſſeſs a faith fo ſtrong, as in the me- 
taphorical language of the Apoſtle, to remove 
mountains, though his zeal were the moſt 
ardent, and his regard to the ceremonial part 
of Religion, the moſt punctual, yet would this 
vigorous faith, yet would this ardent zeal, and 
all this obſervance of external forms be as the 


barren tree, whoſe branches yield no fruit in 
B es 


n 1 


due ſeaſon. True Religion conſiſts not in the 
accurate inveſtigation of an intricate ſcriptural 
text, in eloquent harangues on the Chriſtian 
revelation, or in a beautiful diſplay of the 
lovelineſs of virtue; for then the learned divine 
were the moſt religious, and the man of genius, 
who can ſpeak and write with eloquence on 
moral ſubjects, were the moſt virtuous, Now 
this would be a very wrong concluſion ; for it 
is known. that men may act contrary to know- 
ledge, and ſpeculate in oppoſition to practice. 
The licentious may appear warm in the cauſe 
of chaſtity, and the drunkatd' be loud in the 
praiſe of temperance. Thus we may plead: for 
piety with-great earneſtneſs, we may exalt the 
effects of a lively faith, may talk with ſeeming 
affection of the Redeemer's goodneſs, and ex- 
patiate, in all the glowing colours of deſcrip- 
tion, on the virtues of his godlike character; 
the general tenor of our deportment may be 
marked by a peculiar reſervedneſs, and our 


5 countenance by the reverential pomp of aged 


gravity—yet does it not follow, that we are 
religious; yet does it not follow, that we imi- 

tate the example of Chriſt. Words are but 
ſounds, which die away with the voice; and 


that unbending ſeverity of features may be no 
| more 
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more than hypocritical grimace to cover ſome 
pernicious worldly ſeheme. The ſpirit of true 
Religion is not leſs averſe from ſuch unmean- 
ing formalities, than heat is to cold, or light 
to darkneſs; it reſts not in bare principle, but 
it demands activity of practice. If the Chriſ- 
tian ſyſtem were a principle only, a field of 
ſpeculation to amuſe the mind, 1 ſhould not 
heſitate a moment to prefer the morality of 
the antients, which conſults the happineſs of 
the human race, by decrying vice, and extolling 
virtue. And, yet it is to be apprehended, that 
they, who aſſert the all- ſufficient influence of 
faith, independent of moral actions, reduce the 
revelation of Chriſt to this degrading inferi- 
ority. The arguments on this ſubject are very 
copious, and a minute diſcuſſion might engage 
us too far in the controverſy. We ſhall con- 
tent ourſelves with taking a view of the virtues 
recommended in the text, and ſee how far they 


Contain the whole of Religion. 


| Placed as we are in a ſtate of dependance 
upon each other, there muſt of neceſſity exiſt 
a certain intercourſe among us, ſupported by 
the reciprocal exertion of virtues, which con- 
ne, and advance the general good. And 
B 2 none, 


Knee 


none, in the enumeration of theſe, is of 
greater importance to the welfare of mankind, 
than juſtice. By the influence of this excellent 
principle, men are cemented together in bonds 
of unity, the rights of private property are 
guarded, the fair dealings between man and 
man, in their commercial intereſts, are pre- 
ſerved, the peace of ſociety is ſecured from the 
rude hand of violence, or the more dangerous 
ſtratagems of ſuperior cunning, the pure name 
of innocence is unſtained by the peſtilential 
breath of ſlander, the poor is free from oppreſ- 
ſion, and mutual confidence pervades the 
various walks of civil life. The man who 
does juſtly, maintains the moſt equitable exact - 
neſs in his connexions with his fellow-creatures, 
He beſtows on all impartially their due. He 
takes no advantage of ignorance to enhance 
the value of any commodity. : He ſtrives not 
to accumulate riches, by deluding the cre- 
dulous and inexperienced, Unſkilled. in all 
that low cunning, by which too many thrive 
in the world, he employs no fraud to deceive, 
no arts to circumvent. No extortions, no 
uſuties diſgrace his equitable conduct; the 
ſpirit of avarice has no dominion in his pure 
and upright boſom, A ſtranger to artifice, he 
13 2 is 
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is utterly unacquainted with that ſelfiſh nar- 
rowneſs of mind, which, forgetting the dig- 
nity, of human nature, ſtoops to the meaneſt - 
actions, for the acquiſition, perhaps, of ſome 
trifling pecuniary emolument. He never 
blackens the reputation of another, nor wiſhes 
to build the foundations of his proſperity on 
the ruins of a rival's fame. He deſpiſes from 
his heart that cruel buſy diſpoſition, which 
propagates the tale of ſcandal, and too often 
mars the domeſtic happineſs of families, and 
ſows. the>ſeed of irreconcileable hatred among 

friends and neighbours, He adopts no ſubtle 
_ evaſions, no hypocritical ſpeciouſneſs, no caſu- 
iſtical ſophiſtry to diſguiſe the truth; his 
actions are honeſt and open; and the golden 
rule, which can never be too deeply engraved 
on the tablets of the memory, which can 
never be too often ſounded in our ears, do 
unto all men as you would they ſhould do 
unto you, is the beſt delineation of his cha- 
racter. 8 


Thus far, in conformity to the order of 
the text, we have drawn the firſt charac- 
tefiſtic in the portrait of the religious man. 
The exact obſervance of juſtice, however, is 
by no means the ſole criterion to form our 


B 3 idea 
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idea of goodneſs; for no virtue is more eaſily 
abuſed, We may aſſume the ſemblance of 
Juſtice from a thouſand felf-interefted reaſons. 
Regardleſs of the approbation of God, or the 
happineſs of our brethren, we may aſſume it 
to preſerve a certain reverence to our perſons ; 

or to lull ſuſpicion aſleep, and prevent others 
from prying too deeply into our crafty deſigns ; 
we may aſſume it to ſoreen under that ſpecious 
veil a multitude of defects from the obſerving 
world. Theſe, you know, were the principal 
colours in the Saviour's deſcription of Phari- 
ſaical hypocriſy. They were extremely rigor- 
ous in the performance of the minuteſt acts of 
external juſtice, and omitted the weightier 
matters of the law, mercy, and faith. Theſe 
ought they to have done, and not to have left 
the other undone, Then, with great aptitude 
of compariſon, he aflimilates them to whited 
ſepulchres, which fix the beholder's admira- 
tion by the beauty of their outward orna- 
ments, the elegance of the deſign, and ſy- 
metry of the- figures; but contain, within 
| their gloomy vault, the loathſome carcaſes of 
dead men, and all uncleanneſs. So the Pha- 
riſees, impoſing on the judgment of mankind 
by their pretended regard to this virtue, 


affected the reputation of guſt and good, while 


; their 
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their heart, the horrid ſepulchre within, was 
polluted by ptide, revenge, and cruelty, and 
all * train of malignant paſſions. 


| DA we charly ſee, that to compleat the 
religious character, ſome other virtues muſt be 
aſſociated with juſtice. The prophet therefore, 
by a very proper gradation, has connected 
mercy with it; to do juſtly, and to love mercy. 
By this expreſſion he certainly underſtands cha- 
_ rity, —difintereſted generous charity, the nobleſt 
branch of ſocial virtue. This admirable, and 
admired, this lovely, and beloved accompliſh- 
ment, is as much ſuperior to juſtice, as the 
coſtly glittering diamond to the rough unpo- 
liſhed ſtone, Nay, the former includes the 
latter perfection; for a man may be juſt with- 
out charity, but he cannot be charitable without 
juſtice, But why did I barely ſay, that mercy 
includes juſtice, when every grace and every, 
virtue, which can form the Chriſtian, are com- 
prehended in this moſt ſublime and beneficial 
principle. As the rivers, which roll over the ſur- 
face of the earth, meet in the ocean, ſo do all the 
- virtues that embelliſh human life center in cha- 
rity. The charitable man will admit no princi- 


ple, will indulge no appetite, which interferes 
* with 


e 


with the peace of ſociety. His life runs in one i uni- | 
form tenor of temperatice, of \miltIneſs, of humi- 
lity, Thoſe turbulent and deſtructive paffions, 
which trouble the repoſe of the world, have no 
exiſtence in his generous heatt. Time and 
glowing benevolence have ſubdued their rage. 
He truly fulfils the ſcripture admonition, never 
io let the ſun go down upon his wrath. That 
| deep reſentment of affronts, which ſettles in ; 
a dark and gloomy ſpirit, and broods over a 
thouſind ſchemes of revenge, is unknown to 
his gentle mind, Charity ſuffereth long and is 
kind. He meets the apology with eagerneſs, 
he relents and forgives. | His notions being en- 
larged beyond the common bounds of narrow | 
prejudices, he feels none of thoſe little jealou- | 
ſies which agitate vulgar ſouls ; he diſcovers | 
no envy at the encreafing wealth of his ſuc- 
ceſsful neighbour, but rejoices at his proſperity. 
"If" you excel him in wiſdom, in learning, 
or in genius, he diſdains that ignoble artifice of 
| linking you down to his own leyel, by ſpeak- 
ing lightly of your talents, or by beſtowing 
the tribute of a faint unwilling praiſe, He 
loves, he exalts real merit. Charity thioketh 
no evil. His benevolence to all mankind i is fo 
Warm and affectionate, that, unlike the com- 
mon practice of the world, he liſtens with 
c | ( | reluctant 
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reludtinr ear to thoſe: who delight to record 
the errors; and the faults of others. His 
humane, and forbearing nature is touched 5 
with grief by the conduct of thoſe ſevere. in- 
exorable judges, who, ſecure. themſelves from 
temptation by the coldneſs of age, by their 
infirmities or by their ſolitary life, preſume 
to paſs the rigid ſentence on the moſt trivial 
inadvertencies. He makes a candid allowance 
for the frailty of nature, he puts the moſt 
favourable conſtruction on a dubious matter; 
and when the tongue of ſatyrical ſlander, like 
the microſcope which diſcovers and magnifies 
the leaſt roughneſs on the moſt poliſhed ſur- 


face, diſplays and exaggerates the few blemiſhes 


of a character, otherwiſe amiable, - he delights 
to ſoften, or do away the unfriendly invective. 
A difference in religious ſentiments will not 
extinguiſh a ſpark of his glowing love to his 
'brethren. He knows that man is not able to 
reſiſt the force of opinions; ; and that however 
Chriſtians may vary in their manner of worſhip, 
1 they are ſtill diſciples of the ſame beneficient 
maſter, are enliſted under the ſame great 
Captain of ſalyation. He is in ſhort a friend 
to univerſal toleration. His affections are not 
Jimited to the Chriſtian community, to 'the 
: houſhold 
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houſhold of faith alone, but extend to the 
Jew, the Mahometan, and the poor Indian, 
whoſe untutored mind ſees God in clouds, 
and implores a deity behind a mountain. He 
prays for their converſion, and looks forward 

with joy to that æra, when the light of the 
goſpel ſhall riſe on the univerſal world, and the 
kingdoms of the earth ſhall become the king- 


doms of our Lord and his Chriſt. The cha- 


ritable man is ſignalized from the churliſn and 


' obdurate, by deeds of brotherly kindneſs, and 


tender compaſſion. He is rich in good works, 


ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate. 


If Providence has bleſſed him with riches, he 
confiders himſelf as the ſteward of God, to 
diſpenſe confolation to the needy, The poor 
and the wretched are the better for his proſ- 
perity. As a tree, whoſe wide ſpreading 
boughs afford ſhelter to plants of feebler 
growth, his liberal hand diffuſes happineſs to 
the miſerable. The cottage of poverty is often - 


viſited by this friend of mankind ; and the 
houſe of mourning is not unfrequented. So 
widely uſeful is this ſweet temper of charity, 
that not only his dependents experience its 
happy effe&s, but they devolve imperceptibly 
on numbers whom he never ſaw. So the re- 

5 mote 
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mote paſtures derive fruitfulnels from the 
meandring ſtream, as well as thoſe which 
imbibe the firſt waters at the ſource. In ſhort, 
the whole ſtrain of his life is love, peace, and 
ee —And now, my brethren, I appeal 

to your impartial judgment - where, in the 
circle of intellectual nature, ſhall we find an 
object more worthy of admiration than this diſ- 
intereſted and truly Chriſtian character? No 
wonder that it ſhould attach the gratitude and 
affections of men to ſuch a degree, that ſome 
would ruſh on certain death for the preſerva- 
tion of ſuch a generous friend, ſuch a tender 
ſympathizing heart, ſuch an heroic and noble- 
minded patriot. Scarcely for a righteous man 
will one die ; yet peradventure for a good man 
ſome would even dare to die. 


We muſt confeſs it to the immortal honour 
of our holy religion, that it has carried the 
doctrine of univerſal love to the higheſt pitch, 
far beyond 'the utmoſt efforts of Greek or 
Roman philoſophy. I could multiply quota- 
tions to this purpoſe from the New Teſtament, 
but it does not ſeem neceſſary. The Apoſtle 
to the Corinthians, however, has delineated 
this ſhining principle in a manner fo juſt, ſo 
eloquent, 
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eloquent, and ſo affed ing, that I cannot fors . 


bear to repeat it here; and I am ſure you will 
eſteem it no encroachment upon your patience. 
Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind; charity 


envieth not; charity vaunteth not itſelf, is not 


puffed up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, 
ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily provoked, 
thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, 


but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, 
believeth all things, _ all _ en- 
dureth all __ Wie e, 10-2 


8 uch 4 view A is a that ſhould 


this. admirable virtue operate, in its fulleſt ex- 


tent, on every heart, we might ſoon perceive 
a rapid alteration in the face of things, a vaſt 


improvement in the [happineſs of mankind. 


But, on the contrary, if it had no exiſtence at 
all upop this earth, a region, where the moſt 


diſcordant. dichtibris of nature meet in ever 
ing, war, would be a ' proferadle abode. 


The tat and moſt complea qualification of 
the truly religious man is, to walk humbly 


k with his God. The neceſſity of this injunction 
is ſo very clear, that, in a Chriſtian aſſembly, I 
hall: haye the leſs occaſion to be diffuſive on 


this 


> # 
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this latter head; Nor ſhall I detain you by a 
long chain of argumept to prove that there is 
a God. The exiſtence of an eternal cauſe; 
from which this beautiful ſtructure of the 
univerſe is derived, muſt ſtrike the intelligent 
mind with irreſiſtible! conviction. Nature 
through all her works proclaims the awful 
truth. This infinite and almighty Being muſt 
be loved and obeyed by his dependent crea- 
tures. There can be no virtue without piety. 
All the graces of morality, if the deity be 
left out of the ſcheme, are like ſo many muti- 
lated ſtatues, Which want the majeſtic head 
to give them their chief importance and dig · 
nity. The fear of tHe Lord is the beginning 
of wiſdom, + They; who aſpire to the name of 
good without any regard to the approbation 
of God, ate far, very far from deſerving that 
exalted title. They are comparable to thoſe 
imperfect artiſts, who content themſelves with 
finiſhing ſome inferior part with ſcrupulous at- 
tention, but, in what conſtitutes the excellen- 
& of ele performance, are OY deficient» 


K... Y 


- Baniſh the ſenſe of: an  over-ruling Provi. 
dence from the human mind, and you rob it 
of the moſt ſubſtantial comforts, 


| The 
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: The expectation of God's approving ' ſmile 
is one of the greateſt pleaſures arifing from 
virtuous deeds. © There will be found, in the 
courſe of life, ſome particular ſeaſons of adver- 
fity,' when no reflexions can ſupport us, but a 
confidence in the ſupreme Father of the world. 
The ſatisfaction which proceeds from moral 
adtians” may appear ſufficient, when all is 
| ſmooth and proſperous, but is not of itſelf 
adequate to ſuſtain the trembling ſoul in the 
hour of misfortune, and on the bed of death. 
The fear of God is the moſt indiſſoluble tie to 
virtue. A mere regard to the applauſe of 
mes, ot te the intrinſic loyelineſs of morality, 
has ſeldum turned a fingle perſon from ſenſual 
pleaſures to repentance; but the idea of an 
all-obſerying God, the great ſearcher of hearts, 
has reclaimed thouſands in every age, Pear, 
"however, muſt not be the governing prin- 
ciple. We muſt-love the Lord our God with 
all our heart, with all our mind, with all 
our ſou}; and with all our ſtrength. This is 
the great commandment, from which all the 
duties of morality, juſtice, and benevolence 
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This then is the ſum of all the argument; 
and I may affert it with confidence, for it is 
. agreeable to the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, that 
whoever guides his actions by this rule, will 


ſand the faireſt chance of being recompenſed 
at the eee of the _ | 


But is it not a Sato conſideration, 
| that when the practical ſyſtem of our religion 
is ſo very clear, and its great objects cafily un- 
derſtood, ſuch an amaſing variety of opinions, 
ſuch a multitude of parties ſhould prevail in 
the Chriſtiaa world? Is it not really a lament- 
able reflexion, that men, in every period of time, 
have laboured more aſſiduouſly to unravel ſome 
deep myſterious point, of no conſequence to 
their eternal falyation, and far above their un- 
derſtanding, or to make proſelytes to ſome 
darling notion, the coinage 'of a diſtempered 
brain, than to practiſe the effential duties of 
religion, which the text enumerates, juſtice 
and mercy to their brethren, and humility to 
| their God 1 | 


But it had _ a 1 fortunate to 
the peace of ſociety, it —_— diſputes. had 
never 


Y SERMON. 
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never advanced beyond i But, alas, 
what ſcenes of horror have they not produced! 


Streams of blood have been ſhed 1 in ſupport. of | 
u particular tenet „the ſword of fanatic fury 


Has ravaged the earth; racks and tortures have 


been employed to extort confeſſions of faith. 


And even in this our day, when learning ought, 


in ſome degree, to have baniſh 
and a ſound. philoſophy to have improved the 


| ſuperſtition, 


mind, the ſpirit of perſecution is not yet ex- 


remain among us! 


tinguiſhed. How many ſects and parties ſtill 
What enthuſiaſm and 


bigotry, yea, what rancour, Vea, what uncha- 


ritable Fell 


religion! ! 
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angel of ſerene and benignant aſpect, at whoſe 
_ deſcent, from above peace and, good, will! among 
men was proclaimed to the world below, 1997 | 


e the votaries of a . 


haſt thou loſt, thy original biightneſs! Bo 


cart thou transformed by the wickegneſs of ty 


profeſſors, from the fair ſource of harmony, 


into a cauſe of violent debate, and ſtern 


tontention! 74 Fl $425 55 T . 5 
g Hed $4 8531, 
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Return, ye primitive ages, when Religion 
was pure as its all perfect Author! Return, 
auſpicious ages, that all they, O God, who 
profeſs thy holy name, may agree in the truth 
of thy holy word, and join in one ſtrict em- 
brace of univerſal charity and godly love. 
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Manx viii. 36. 


What hol it * 4 man naf be ſhall gain the 
- wha world; and boſe his own ſoul? 


IHE truths of the Chriſtian Religion, it 
is certain, are not conſidered with that 
_ preciſion} which their importance de- 
mands. If they were, their influence would 
appear more univerſally among the nations, 
that profeſs to believe in a crucified Saviour. 
But it is, in ſome. reſpects, a fiogular misfor- 
tune, that the human mind is too much ad- 
difted to the love of variety, which makes it 
| overlook the choiceſt bleſſings when long poſ- 
ſeſſed. From this unhappy principle it follows, 
that becauſe, that book which records the life 
and doctrine of the ſon of God, while he 


nod. on earth, is daily read, and the ſame 
| 05 0 Ti divine 
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divine precepts are often heard by us, we are 
not ſo ſenſibly impreſſed with their awfulneſs 


and excellence; our fears are not ſufficiently 


excited, nor our hopes awakened by i its pro- 
miſes and eee 5 2 


Theſe obſervations I 3 to the OM 
before us. We have here the ſerious queſtion 
aſked : what thall it profit a man if he ſhall 


gain the whole world, and loſe his on ſoul? 


or what ſhall a man We in exchange for his 
ſoul ? And yet how apt are we to read, or hear 
it read, with the moſt "Tifltig indiffereice, i 


Now it is not the conjecture of a 1 
pher, the eloquent flouriſh of an orator, or 
the dream of a poet. Theſe we might peruſe 
as an amuſing tale to beguile a tedious mo- 
ment; the ſublimity of the ſentiment might 
afford us pleaſute, though not ſupported by 


any collateral proofs to ' convince the under- 
| ſtanding, But here the cafe is otherwiſe. 


The voice of truth, ſpeaking by Jeſus Chriſt, 
proclaims aloud that we have a ſpirit within 


us, which is reſponſible to God for the actions 
done in the body, and which, if found guilty | 


by the impartial diſcerner of hearts, not the 
riches 
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riches of the world collected together ſhall 
reſcue from the puniſhment apportioned to 
its wickedneſs, 11 


This is a ER and "city view of the 
ſubject; but we may treat it more at large by 
obſerving the following diviſion : firſt, we will 
conſider the certainty of a future ſtate from 
the proſpect of this defective world; then the 
eternity. of future puniſhments; and, laſtly, 
| that it will profit a man nothing if he gain 
the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul, 


The fictt point under conſideration is, the 
certainty of a future ſtate from a proſpe& of 
this defective world. No man I believe, let 
his prejudices be ever fo deeply rooted and 
violent, will have the confidence to aſſert, that 
mankind is incapable of further improvement. 
A variety of imperfettions in the preſent ſtate 
of things is clearly diſcernible. The mind of 
. man, notwithſtanding the efforts of the pureſt 
Religion to improve it, is till a melancholy 
prey to the paſſions of the moſt odious kind, 
Impurity till purſues its brutal appetites ; re- 
venge ſtill burns with furious hatred ; fraud 
and inſincerity ſtill exerciſe their pernicious 
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arts; 3 ambition Rill kindles the idk of di i | 
cord ; avarice, with wan cheek, ſtill watches 


over the hoarded treaſure; the ſanctions of 


virtue are rudely violated ; the admonitions of 
conſcien ce are cither huſhed for a ſeaſon, or 
e the heart of many, nie 4 ball rebound.- 


1 Is burjed i in the ob of human vice. 


1 The 7 world. affords r not a leſs. un- 
pleaſing view, The earth, which, before the 
fall, beſtowed her productions for the ſub- 
ſiſtence of all living creatures, with a luxuiiant 
abundance, will not now, bring forth the food 
conveniznt for life, without inceſſant and labo- 
rious cultivation, We find it was juſtly ſaid 
to Adam, curſed is: the ground. for thy, ſake; 3 
in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 
life; in the ſweat of. thy brow ſhalt thou 
eat bread... What, change. and inconflancy 
likewiſe i in the appearance, of the ſky, and the 
face of the ſeaſons Sometimes a profound 
ſtillneſs reigns over all. the Works of nature, 
and at other times the elements are in univerſal 
commotion ; ; ſometimes a drought preyails, and 


the. fields, which looked lo freſh before, re- 


| ſemble an arid and ſandy wilderneſs ; ſome- 


times 
L 
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times we experience the piercing cold, and at 
other times are ſcorched by the parching heat. 
The very air which we breathe is not always 
free from noxious principles. Charged with 
peſtilential vapours, each particle we imbibe is 
often pregnant with diſeaſe and death. From 
the elementary aſcend we, to the rational 
world; and with what terror ſhall we con- 
template the long catalogue of thoſe evils, of 
pain, of fickneſs, and of ſorrows, which un- 
dermine the human body; and death, the 
dire fiend in the rear, ne up: the melan- 
ny account. | | 


= * this top ate eee No, 1 
have but ſketched the outlines of the picture; 
the colours might be applied with a more 
maſterly hand. Is. it to be credited then, is it 


a ſuppoſition reconcileable with the attributes 


of God, that ſueh an imperfect part of the 
ſyſtem can long have a place among the works 
of his almighty wiſdom? Our reaſon decries 
the improbability. When the cauſes which 
gave it being are anſwered, the abolition of 
the world, this vaſt extended empire of death, 
IP enſue, All the objects around us atteſt 


C 4 this 
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this great article; and we have no other me- 
thods of drawing concluſions, without the 
aſſiſtance of divine revelation, than from pre- 
ſent appearances. What can we reaſon but 
from what we know? The ſcriptures, how- 
'ever, have not left us to explore our way in 
darkneis, but have thrown ſufficient light on 
this intereſting ſubject. As the days of Noah 
| were, ſays our Saviour, ſo ſhall the coming of 
the fon of man be. And again, the ſon of 
man ſhall come, in his glory. And St. Peter, 
in the third chapter of his ſecond general 
epiſtle, but the heavens and the earth which 
are now, by the ſame word are kept in ſtore, 
reſerved unto fire againſt the day of judgment, 
and perdition of ungodly men. Now I ſee 
nothing in all this inconſiſtent with the wiſ- 
dom of an infinite being. For as the world, 
created at firſt in the utmoſt purity with 
regard to morals, and in the moſt faultleſs 
manner with regard to the laws of nature, has 
unhappily degenerated; it is probable that it 
will, nay, it is requiſite, that it ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed to make way for a new heaven, and a 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs. 
. 188 in the works of men a beautiful and 
8 ſtately 
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ſtately palace is often erected on the ruins of 
'a CPR. manſion. 7 


1 new ſtate of hin thus eſtabliſhed, the 
| ſeeming irregularities of the preſent ſcene will 

be corrected. The perſeverance of virtue will 
receive an exceedin g weight of glory, and un- 

repented vice ſhall feel the puniſhment due to 
its enormities, And this brings us to the con- 
ſideration of our ſecond point; ; the eternity of 
| kane puniſhments, 


| This ! is lately grown a popular topic of ar- 
gument. Such a notion, it is ſaid, firſt ſtarted 
by enthuſiaſm and unrelenting bigotry, mili- 
tates againſt every idea of mercy and goodneſs, 
Which the ſupreme being is ſuppoſed to exer- 
ciſe in the moſt unlimited manner. It is ab- 
ſiurd to ſuppoſe that a virtue or wickedneſs, of 
fifty or fixty years, ſhould be rewarded with 
eternal happineſs, or puniſhed with everlaſting 
 milſery*®, Such was the opinion of a leader 
of the infidel tribe; but, as his hatred to the 
religion of Jeſus was avowed and implacable, 
we are quick to ſuſpect deceit and fraud in 


* Lord. Bolingbroke, vol. 5, p. 493 · 
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ſuch an enemy. This notion, however, has 
been revived by many whoſe turn of thought 
is liberal; who are friends to Chriſtianity, and 
to the intereſts of human nature. But it is 
difficult to comprehend in what manner the 
Juſtice, or the mercy of God, is impeached by 
the decree of eternal puniſhments, - Man is 
originaHy placed on the theatre of life as a pro- 
bationer for heaven. The purſuits of vice and 
virtue are at his option; his choice is free and 
unconſtrained. The propenſities, which lead 
him to ſin, are far from being irreſiſtible; and 
the* motives which lead him to goodneſs, are 
various and attractive. His natural reaſon, 
"however he may err from his own principles, 
Woaths che deformity of vice, and admires the 
awful charms of virtue. Vice, while he bends 
6 its dominion, as the ſlave crouches to the 
tyrant whom he hates, is abhorred, and virtue 
i preferred by every idea of his mind, by 
evety feeling of his heart. Let him meet, with 
a böld and ſteady. oppoſition, the firſt encroach- 
ments of his evil paſſions, and he will ſoon riſe 
to the excellence of the moral qualities, the 
-proper- employment of intellectual creatures; 


as rr bodies, when freed from the incum- 
| bent 
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bent weight, which preſſed them to the Joweſt 
depth of the water, ſhoot np to the ſurface, 
their natural ſtation, with great velocity, 
Thus | man, from his own internal conſtitution, 
from the light of reaſon alone, may eſcape the 
dangerous. ſhoals of vice, and ſteer into the 
quiet and ſecure haven of virtue. But this i is 
not all; the wiſdom and goodneſs of God has 
provided a divine "revelation ; a goſpel which 
acquaints us with his holy will; which lays 
down the moſt exact and perfect rules for our 
moral conduct; which ſubdues our haughty 
and i imperious paſſions ; and which (it may be 
| faid, if it ever can be ſaid of any Religion) 
poliſhes, and. ſoftens our manners, and tames 
the fierce barbarians into men; and which, 
in ſhort, aſſures us of everlaſting rewards and 
puniſhments, in conſequence of our virtues and 
our vices, as the moſt prevailing motive which 
can be propoſed to reflexion. Thus inſtructed, 
thus fortified by a natural and divine revelation 
againſt the temptations Which ſurround us 
here, and are inſeparable from a ſtate of pro- 
bation, we have no cauſe to flatter ourſelves, 
to ſmooth over our darling ſins, by vainly ſup- 


| poſing, that future puniſhments are limited to 
| a certain 
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a certain period, and not extended through the 
ages of eternity. This proceeding on the part 
of God is juſt and impartial. We know, the 
meaneſt of us knows the conditions ; ; and 
therefore, if we do not perform them, when 
it is plainly in the capacity, and at the option 
of every individual, will be thought a hard 
dealing, on the fide of Omnipotence, to exclude 
us without redemption, and without hope, 
om the e of bliſs and glory? 


But, it is argued, the Rate of trial is too 
diſproportioned. to that eternity which is to 
ſucceed. This is a weak poſition ; for were 
the life of man Prolonged to three, to five, 
yea, to nine centuries, the world would pro- 
bably be more corrupt, and iniquity more 
abundant. The day of death at fo great a 
diſtance, | its terrors would become leſs for- | 
midable, and.men would drop into an incau- 
tious careleſſneſs of futurity. And this would 
open a paſſage for the introduction of every 
enormity, and every abomination, which can 
ſtain the hiſtory of mankind. The vaſt por- 
tion of time, which the Antediluvians, or men 
before the flood; were allowed to occupy, was 

the 
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che probable origin of that extenſive profligacy 
which contaminated thoſe ages, and cauſed 
that tremendous deluge which ſwept away 


the univerſal race of men. The ſhortneſs of 
the preſent life is then a wiſe allotment, from 


which we ought to draw the moſt inſtructive 
leflons, and be taught to employ ſo narrow a 
ſpace to beſt advantage. Life is long enough 


for the diſplay of piety and virtue; Uſe is ay 
Enough to myo and to die well, 


| No fair, conclufion, then, can be made from 

the circumſcribed limits of our temporal ex- 
 iſtence, that the eternity of future puniſhments 
is fabulous and miſrepreſented. O!] it is a ſoft 
and oily doctrine to the gay, the voluptuous, 
the ſenſual, and the worldly! But if the belief 
of it ſhould once become general, the ſad 
effects which muſt be produced on the good 
order and happineſs of human kind, would 
; ſoon be felt and lamented, There are ſome 
men who poſſeſs a ſoul, grown by long habit 
ſo naked of every honourable 3 of 
every generous and benevolent ſentiment, of 
eyery regard and eſteem for virtue, that eld 
[the improbability of exerlaſting torments be 
— 
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made apparent to their underſtanding, they 
would trample on every divine and human law 
to gratiſy their inordinate affections. The 
hope of ſurviying after a certain period paſſed 
in miſery, and of being admitted, as if they 
had never ſinned, to ſhare the joys of i immor- 
tality with God above, would diminiſh their 
fears, and alleviate the anxieties of conſcience. 
But -when it is denounced, that the forlorn 
| and miſerable ſtate of the wicked ſhall never 
=_ be altered, that when a thouſand years are ex- 
| ired in the extreme of woe, a thouſand ſhall 
# Teteed ; and to this thoufand”* millidns, and 
Z | | millions of ages; and ſo on throuph' an infinite 


| ſeries of calculations at the dreadful thou ht, 
vice ſhrinks appalled ; murdet dtops the dag- 
| ger from his nerveleſs arm; Toft checks his 
| brutal 1 rage; intemperance is hatrafſed by re- 
morſe amid tlie circling . bowl ; and villainy 
| Ln through bis inmoſt fart. Sana 
ö ; 
Thus in een refpet, the Serbe of eternal 
grins is a Wile decree of providence. 


he ſcriptures, "indeed, do, not give the leaſt 
e for a contrary inference. © Chriſt con- 


Flydes [his e of . the, aft - en 
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with this ſolemn declaration: and theſe (the 
wicked) ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſh- 
ment, but the righteous unto life eternal, 
Now what other conſtruction can be put upon 
the words everlaſting and eternal, than an un- 
ceaſing duration? The Father of the faithful 
thus informs the unfortunate Dives: and be- 
ſides all this, between us and you there is a 
great gulph; fo that they which would paſs 
from hence to you cannot; neither can they 
paſs to us that would come from thence. 
This great gulph, which he ſpeaks of, is alle- 
gorical, and ſignifies an irrevocable e 
2 re 


O conſider this all ye dat Tirget Goa 1 
White yet the breath of life continues to ani- 
mate your bodies, and the powers of reaſon 
ate yet undecayed, confider futurity and be 
wiſe! Life and death, blefling and cutſing, 
are ſet Vase you ; 3 therefore chuſs ra ! 

But thirdly, from the idea of thoſe un- 
a iaaging ſorrows which await the condemned 
HOT the, queſtion is tors? and natural: 
| what 
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II. 
what ſhall it profit a man if he gain the whole 


| — and loſe his own ſoul? 


Wondy happinef a. do not mean that 


| happineſs which is founded on piety. and moral 


actions) worldly happineſs is a falſe glare, a 
ſhooting :meteor, that blazes, and is paſſed 
away. The man whe ſearches after it is gene- 
rally diſappointed in the event; and ſhould he 

reach the ſummit of his defires, the poſſeſſion 
is uncertain and precarious, The ' multitude 


| Purſue it through a thouſand forms, and all 
return from the fruitleſs journey unſucceſsful 


and complaining. In the alacrity of youthful 
ſpirits, each paints to himſelf an airy fantom 
of bliſs, which he follows for many a. tedious 
year; till the evening of life approaches, and 
the fond deluſion melts from his void embrace. 
Such is the vanity of that dream, which man- 
Kind have dignified with the appellation of 
happineſs, and on. whoſe altar. they are willing 
to immolate their deareſt concerns, their hopes 
.of, heaven. But the riches of the world, and 


. world itſelf, which i is compoſed of periſh- 


able matter, are of no value in compariſon of 


the immortal ſoul. Nothing will make a- 
mends 


# E'R DN IK an 
mends for its loſs, The glitter of polite ac- 
compliſhments ſhall fade, the voice of elo- 
quence ſhall die away, the ſchemes of human 
wiſdom ſhall be overthrown, the learning of 
the philoſopher ſhall vaniſh, the laws of the 
ſtateſman, and the deeds of the warrior ſhall 
be at laſt* forgotten. Let a man be adorned 
with every qualification; let him boaſt the 
Wiſdom of Solomon, and ſpeak of trees from 
the cedar on Lebanon, even unto the hyſſop 
that ſpringeth out of the wall; let him enjoy 
the ſtrength of Samſon, and the prudence of 
Gideon; let him in this ſenſe gain the whole 
world; that is, every endowment, art, and 
ſcience in the world: or, let him gain the 
whole world in the literal meaning; let him 
reign deſpotic lord over all the regions of the 
habitable globe let his nod determine the 
fate of empites, let armies watch his ſlum- 
bers; let millions wear out life in the bowels 
of the earth to procure him gold, or labour in 
the fields to ſupport his luxury, or toil at the 
joom, that he may be cloathed in purple and 
fine linen yet would this exalted ſtation profit 
Him nothing, if in the mean time he ſhould 
loſe his own ſoul. When death ſhall have 
dropped the curtain, if he be found deficient 
_- D 8 in 


i 
| 


y is 
_ 
4 
? 
| 
j 
4 
{ 
| 
me 
1-4 160 
| 
16 
15 
N 
3 
1 
li 
[) 


in the religious character at that tribunal 
where the wealthieſt. muſt appear on the ſame 
equality with the meaneſt ſlave, all this power 
and this ſhew of glory will not annul the de- 
terminations of the ſupremely wiſe and al- 


mighty; will not mitigate the ſeverity, nor 
thojten the duration of eternal puniſhment. 104 


6 1 ating . my brethren? Do 
they touch your ſouls, and rouſe them from 
that ſoſt dream of ſecurity, by which, alas 
too many of you are enſnared and beguiled out 
of ſalvation? Are your footſteps treading on 
the narrow path which leads to life, or on 
that broad way which declines to the valley of 
death and perdition ? Do you live here below _ 
by faith and virtue, or by infidelity and ſenſe? 
Ah! although from that inferior (tation which 
is allotted you by Providence, you. have no 
probability of acquiring dominion; yet, ac- 
cording to your ſeveral ranks, are not your 
thoughts and affections as much attracted and 
engroſſed by terreſtrial objects, as the man 
above deſcribed, who gained the whole world, 
and (oh, the ſad reverſion !) loſt his own ſoul ? 
does not the world, the deceitful world em- 
0 all your care, and exclude from your 
Kit remembrance 


temembrance Chriſt and his goſpel ? Do not 
ſome of you add houſe to houſe, and land to 
land; as if the poſſeſſion of theſe things were 
eternal? Do not others ſetve Mammon, with 
out conſidering the Lord, or regarding the 
operations of his hand? Do not others dedi. 
cate their moments to debauchery and the love 
of ſtrong drink; as if Heaven were a ſenſual 
region, and the beſt means to prepare them 
for it were a life of voluptuouſnefs? Do not 
ſome, ſicklied over by the pale caft of envy, 
delight to ſpeak evil of others; as if charity 
and benevolence did not make a part of the 
Chriſtian ſcheme? Brethren, theſe things ought 
Not to be ſo. The gratification of theſe favou- 
rite depravities will not atone for the loſs of 
your ſouls; nor will it avail you to plead— 
Lord, I was a man in great authority; or I 
Jaboured to acquire riches; or my life was a 
pleaſurable ſcene; or my vein of irony, and 
my talent at ridiculing the faults of others, 
were admired and applauded. Theſe endow- 
ments, becauſe miſapplied, will eros your 
condemnation. | 


Lay not up for yourſelves, then, treaſures 
upon earth, which cannot redeem your ſouls, 
D 2 but 


* 


but ſeek the never- failing treaſures of the 
heavenly kin gdom. When the goſpel invites 
you to the banquet, the celeſtial banquet, 
where you may come and taſte how good the 
Lord is, do not imitate the conduct of thoſe 
imprudent gueſts, who made light of it, and 
went their ways, one to his farm, another to 
his merchandiſe. But remember the words of 
the bleſſed Jeſus, Martha, Martha, thou art 
careful about many things, but one thing is 


needful Theſe expreſſions, however, do not 


imply that we ſhould abſtain from every inter- 

courſe with the world, and always live on 
meditation and prayer, like hermits in ſoli- 
tude; much leſs that we ſhould neglect our 
reſpective profeſſions. Many run to this op- 
poſite extreme, and it is criminal. Religion, 
and the world properly uſed, are not incom- 
patible. Far from it; Religion is beſt diſ- 
played in ſocial life. The virtues of ſincerity, 
juſtice, and benevolence, flouriſh there. Reli- 
gion is the nurſe of all theſe graces, and pro- 
motes them, as the root nouriſhes the tree 
through all its fibres and branches, 


But to conclude. This ſubjet, I flatter 


wen will be deemed of ſufficient impor- 


tance 
L 
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tance to engage your moſt ſerious attention. 
And if my manner of treating it has not made 
that impreſſion which I wiſhed and aimed at, 
charge it not to my want of zeal, but of abi- 
lities. God of his infinite mercy grant, that 
you may grow in grace; that you may be 
perfect, thoroughly . furniſhed unto all good 
works; that under the influence of Religion 
you may bloom, like flowers dreſſed by the 
hand of the ſkilful artiſt in a well-planted 
garden. And that when the ſtorm of death 
ſhall blaſt your tender leaves, ye may be 
tranſplanted to adorn the courts of the living 
God. Amen. 
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1 ST. PETER ii. 2. 


As neu- born babes defire the fincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grow thereby. 


P HE chapter begins; wherefore laying 
F aſide all malice, and all guile, and 
hauypoecriſies and envies, and all evil 


Tpeakings—our hearts thus purified from the 


ſtain of theſe corrupt paſſions, will become 
free and open to receive the genial influence 


of the holy werd; which will improve it in 


grace, juft as milk, the moſt innocent of 
foods, cheriſhes the new-born babe with its 
nutritive qualities. This alluſion is, indeed, 
full of exquiſite beauty, and ſweetly expreſſive 
of that gentle ſpirit, which breathes through 
the goſpel; a ſpirit of general love; a ſpirit 
which employs no violence to extend Religion, 
| D 4 but 
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but inſinuates itſelf by the mildeſt though 
moſt convincing arguments. 


The Apoſtle therefore recommends an early 
acquaintance with this heavenly ſpirit. As the 
babe, led by inftin&ive nature, applies for 
nouriſhment to the maternal breaſt; in the 
like manner, regenerate from every carnal pro- 
penſity, and riſen: from the death of fin unto 


the life of righteouſneſs, we ought to deſire 


the ſincere milk of the word, . we may 
grow thereby... | | 


- » That we may grow thereby. From this 


mode of expreſſion. it diſtinctly follows, that 


the life of . holineſs is progreſſive, and not 


formed in the ſoul by any ſudden revolution: 
Man is not made a perfect Chriſtian all at 
once in a moment of time; cloſe application 
to goodneſs and virtue muſt fix thoſe habits in 
the ſoul before they can acquire any ſtability. 
Frequent peruſal of the ſcriptures, repeated 
meditations on the Chriſtian ſcheme, on the 
proofs which ſupport the veracity of its divine 
otiginal, the excellence of its morality, the 
irreproachable character, the benevolent dif. 
poſition of Chriſt, his micacles which ex- 
100 3 ceeded 
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ceeded all human power, his own reſurrection 
from the dead, and his triumphant aſcenſion 
at the 'right hand of God; ſuch ſtudies often 
reiterated will produce couvie tion, and con- 
viction is the parent of faith, which diſplays 
itſelf in active practice, and ſteady obedience; 
Thus by degrees. Religion will obtain the aſ- 
cendency; and having rooted out each prurient 
weed of vice, and tipſel decoration of folly; 
the good ſeed will grow abundantly, and ex- 
pand into a rich and copious harveſt. This is 
the ſeed which falls into good ground, and 
brings forth fruit, ſome an hundred- fold, ſome 
ſixty-fold, ſome thirty- fold, in eee to 
the excellence of the ſoil. | 
We 3 at a perigd. * Fry hr e 
ſcience has arrived to a degree of perfection 
unknown to former ages. Philoſophy, by a 
gradual and painful inveſtigation, has made 
aſtoniſhing diſcoveries in the works of nature. 
The politer parts of learning are daily culti- 
vated with aſſiduous and ſucceſsful efforts. 
The uſeful and ornamental arts are continually 
improving. Men are not diſcouraged at the 
pains: which attend laborious reſearches, nor 
ſtartled at the difficulties which are ſcattered 


in 
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in all the paths of learning. Animated by the 
love of riches. or of glory, they ſtrain every 
nerve, and employ every talent to gain a name, 
or build a fortune by a+ ſuperior diſplay. of 
genius. But amidſt all this eager thirſt after 
knowledge, there is one fcience, and that in- 
finitely the moſt important, the ſcience of 
acting up to our Chriſtian! profeſſion, the 
ſcience of living well, which is miſcrably 
neglected. As a plant, whoſe: juices are ſalu- 
tary to life, is thrown aſide, and ſuffered to 
wither, becauſe its healing virtues are not 
tafted. Volumes of commentaries, and a li- 
brary of ſermons, containing elegant ſpecula- 
tions on piety, and juſt obſervations on moral 
goodneſs have been produced ;—but, alas! 
here is the utmoſt bound of Religion. We 
lightly peruſe them with our eyes on the 
paper, but ſew of us tranſoribe them on the 
tablets of our hearts, The generality of men 
have juſt heard that there is a goſpel, a ſyſtem 
of grace; of pethaps have gained a ſuperficial 
knowledge of that great revelation; but few, 
very few have felt its energetic and vivid opera- 

tions; few have felt that word of God, which 
is quick and powerful, and ſharper than any 


2 fword, piercing even 10 the dividing 
| . aſunder 
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aſunder of ſoul and ſpitit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. The Religion ef 
this age is merely ſpeculative, Men, as the 
Levite in the ſtory of the unfortunate traveller, 
come and look at * en 2 work "_o on 
een r e etid tte 4 | 


„ Here, Py — e fad, —_ ev been ſaid, 
that beneficence to the poor, to cloathe the 
vaked, and to feed the hungry, is one of "the 
moſt eſſential diſtinctions, is inſiſted upon with 
peculiar emphaſis as the teſt of a real Chriſe 
tian. And if fo, the Religion of the -prefent 
age can with no ſhadow of reaſon. be called 
| ſpeculative, when the various monuments of 
public charities, actually exiſting, are con- 
fidered. This. is rather a {pecidus than a con- 
vincing argument. Wantooly to, ſuppoſe that 
charitable deeds have their original in un wor- 
thy motives, . were a gredt injuſtice, and much 
unbecoming the philanthropic character. But 
the folly and weakneſs of our nature is not 
unknown: it too often happens that oſtenta- 
tious vanit is the ſwelling parent of this 
branch of Chriſtian benevolence. Admit, 
1 tho. principle from which it is deri- 
: ved 


4 v'E X M GN ui 
ved to be pure and diſintereſted, will deference 
to one particular precept, atone for the con- 
tempt of others, and a _ a iſe of vice 
and — | 33 E367 
2102 d esl + gi Jb 
Thus we return to the auer obſervation, 
that Religion, as it is exhibited in our day,“ is 
more an atrial ſhadow than a ſolid ſubſtance, 
more ceremonial than practical, having the 
form of godlineſs, but denying the power 
thereof. Go to any congregation, met toge- 
ther to adore, and elevate the hymn of ' praiſe 
and gratitude to their almighty 'and beneficent 
Creator. Where is that humility, | which: be- 
comes mortal creatures, united to implore the 
mercy of their God; where is that ear neſtneſs 
in prayer, that fervour of piety which diſen- 
gages the ſoul from its groſs attachments to 
the body, and lifts it on ſeraphic wings to 
heaven? Not to be found, alas! in theſe aſſem- 
blies. A light fantaſtic form of unconcern, or 
a frigid ſtupidity,” take * ood 2 _—_ _ 
mg, * * — _ 
oÞ; 5 | 5 
f it is charly evident, thi "_ uu 
of Religion. have not been properly ſtudied 
„ up in the memory. Men ſit 


boy | down 
L 


3:6 RK M 1M as 


down contented with a few broken interrupted 
acts of devotion, and take no farther pains, 
uſe no other endeavours to become perfect and 
uniform in goodneſs and virtue. In the ſtate 
of nature all things are matured by time and 
cultivation. The earth will not bring forth 
ſpontaneous harveſts, nor the flower be dreſſed 
out all at once in its colours of richeſt dye: 
the infant grows up to manhood by a flow 
progreſſion, and the mind is ripened by appli- 
cation. The caſe is exactly ſimilar in the ſtate 
of grace, The cauſes, for which they were 


| exerted, no longer exiſting, the inſtantaneous 


inſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt have terminated 
in the apoſtolic ages. The mad preſumption 
of enthuſiaſm alone can expect a ſudden irra- 
diation of the ſpirit. God never departs, but 
upon extraordinary occaſions, from the eſta- 
bliſhed laws of nature. Why then ſhould he 
perform a miracle, by working a transfor- 
mation immediately compleat in the ſoul of a 
ſinner? This nor his juſtice, nor his mercy, 
nor any of his attributes demand, By the de- 
claration of his will, and the publication of 
his everlaſting grace in the goſpel of his ſon 
Jeſus Chriſt, we are indulged with all neceſ- 


ſary information, and bleſſed with every com- 
fort 
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fort of hope. The taſk now reſts upon us of 
improving theſe advantages, by en. to 
encel in holineſs. | 


lint lies the grand deluſion. Men, as 
they themſelves fondly imagine, may be good 
Chriſtians at any age, time, or ſeaſon. Vice 
and virtue, they vainly ſuppoſe, have not ſuch 
permanent foundations in the heart, but they 
may eaſily be eradicated. - Fheir darling ſins, 
as they abſurdly conceive, may be put off with 
the ſame facility as their dreſs. Theſe are 
great miſtakes which lull the ſoul into a fatal 
ſecurity. The mind, having indulged too long 
a favourite inclination, is not ſoon diverted 
from the purſuit. The aged tree is hardly 
pliant to another form. Thus perſuaded with 
the falſe idea of being able to amend at plea- 
fure, we may proceed in the gratification of 
our beloved luſts, with the ſame imprudent 
confidence - as the Egyptians ruſhing through 
the red ſea; till, as they were overwhelmed 
by the waters, burſting in deluge over their 
heads, we alſo periſh before we have time to 
put our virtuous reſolutions in practice. 


The 


| IH 4p 
The * why Chriſtianity acquires fo 
_ circumſcribed a power in the human breaſt, 
may be traced to other ſources. - God would 
bave all men to be ſaved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth. But many defeat 
his merciful intentions by a wretched indiffer - 
ence to all Religion. They neither ſtrive to 
obtain a knowledge, nor wiſh to believe its 
ſolemn doctrines. The goſpel trumpet-tongued 
pleads their own happineſs, and places eternity 
before them Awake thou that fleepeſt, and 
ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee 
light. But as the body, ſtretched in the 
grave, has ſo loſt every organ of ſenſe and 
perception, that not even the moſt raviſhing 
and melodious ſounds of muſic, nor the 
ſweeteſt periods of the moſt flowing,cloquence 
can rouſe it from the deep flumber of death; 
in the ſame manner, their cold unfruitful 
heart is untouched by the perſuaſive voice > of 
Rn, 


There are other reaſons why men do not 
grow in grace. Like Demas they have loved 
the preſent world, and centered all their at- 
tachments to the objects of time and ſenſe ; as 
rays of light contracted to one narrow e 

The 


Künne 


The pleaſures of this life, which on the 
experiment are always found imperfect, they 
purſue with mad eagerneſs; ſhifting the ſcene 
from one form of vanity to another, like 
children following a bubble; which, floating 
in the air, appears to their judgment like a 
ſubſtance, but on the touch is diſcovered to be 
wind and emptineſs. Thus, ever contemplating 
fuch light airy phantoms, they become ſo 
wedded to trifles, as to loſe every kind of 
xeltiſh for the ſolid and elevated objects of 
Religion. How can ſuch perſons make the 
ſlighteſt advance in holineſs, whoſe thoughts, 
inſtead of aſpiring, as they ought, to heaven, 
are chained down to earth? How can they 
grow by the fincere milk of Chriſtianity, who 
have not yet taſted, nor endeavoured to "taſte 
its — . 8 


The buſineſs of their various profeſſions is 
pleaded by others for their habitual neglect of 
Religion. Their extenſive occupations, and 
domeſtic cares are alledged. Preſumptuous 
and unthinking men! ſay rather, the world 
is the god of your idolatry; ſay, that you 

_ IRS n to the ſublime 
| promiſes 
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promiſes of Chriſt; ſay, that your ſoul degraded 
from its divine nature has no wiſh beyond this 
mortal life; and holds viſible enjoyments in 
greater eſteem than the unſeen glories of the 
heavenly kingdom; And yet the great apoſtle 


of the Gentiles, who was tranſported in a 


. viſion to the third heaven, tells you, that eye 
bath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath 


it entered into the heart of man to conceive 


the things which God hath prepared for thoſe 
that love him. But theſe enticing declatations 
are loſt upon you, as the words of our Saviour 
were loſt upon the unbelieving Sadduces. The 
Joys of Heaven are too refined to have any 
effect on ſuch darkened. underſtandings. The 
beams of the ſun are beſt reflected when they 
fall upon a In body. 


There are others who reſt their Religion in 
plauſible forms, while their hearts all the time 


are not enlivened by its genuine fires. They 


ſatisfy their conſcience with the appearance 
of piety ; mere ſpecious ſhew, void of eternal 
excellence—as the artificer gives a beautiful 
gloſs to the outward part of the marble, 
while it remains untouched within, and rough 
as before. 


E Some 
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Some again are diſcouraged from making 
a proficiency in religious knowledge by the 
difficulties which, they ſuppoſe, muſt be en- 
countered, And, without queſtion, the*path 
on the firſt entrance will appear fteep and 
rugged; ſo many ſelf-denials neceſſary, fo 
many luſts and appetites to ſubdue, ſo many 
vices to extinguiſn] But the fatther he ad- 
vances, the more pleaſing will the journey 
ſeem to the delighted traveller. In exchange 
for the dreary wilderneſs of ſin which he leaves 
behind, enamelled meads, beautiful lawns, and 
Cültivated fields, will "pen 'to his enchanted 
view. So truly is it ſaid of Religion, her 
ways are ways of / pleafantneſs, and all her 
paths are peace. 8 


Having thus du upon the cauſes which 
prevent many from making any great acqui- 
ſition in *grace, we cannot better employ the 
remaining part of our diſcourſe, than by 
tracing the character of the . ſcholar in 
that branch of ſcience. 


He alters: in the ſthool of life with the 
ſame diſadvantages as the reſt of his fellow- 
creatures; 
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oreatures; the ſeeds of paſſion are equally 
:fown in his heart; the ſame appetites, the 
ſame follies, and the ſame vices plead hard far 
gratification ; the ſame love of the world en- 
gtoſſes at firſt his affections. But Chriſtianity, 
to which he applies with unremitted ardour, 
gradually wears off the force of theſe perni- 


cious habits, He is there acquainted, that 


man, ſo proud and conceited of his own dig- 
nity, is a fallen creature, humbled by his 
tranſgreſſion to the duſt of the earth; that 
death and ſin reigned abſolute over all living 
nature; that mankind was ſunk in ſo groſs a 
barbarity, that the knowledge of the true God 
was obliterated among them; that they are 
_ inſtructed, comforted, redeemed by Jeſus 


Chriſt, who deſcended from his throne of 


glory in a human form, delivered a ſcheme of 
doctrine the moſt .conducive to their felicity 
while they lived, and to prepare them for the 
perfect enjoyment of that eternal ſtate which 
it propoſes as the reward of obedience; and 
finally gave up his innocent life to atone for 
the fins of all. 


The ſpirit of gratitude is awakened by the 
recollection of ſuch generous, ſuch unmerited 
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kindneſs to frail mortality; and he forms. the 
immediate reſolution to ingratiate himſelf in 
the love of ſo gracious a maſter, by forbearing 
the indulgence of every criminal inclination; 
and to become a poſleflor of his glorious pro- 
miſes by deſerving them. Violent are his 
ſtruggles, and wily the arguments of that 
"tempter the world; the kingdoms and their 
glory are offered, if he would again fall down 
and worſhip it. But the promiſes of the 
world he knows are deceitful, its joys are 
momentary, its afflictions intolerable ; but the 
promiſes of the ſpirit are ſecure, its comforts 
permanent, its ſorrows wholeſome. The pre- 
cepts of the goſpel rooted” in his heart, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, the comforter, co-operating 
the compleat triumph over paſſion is obtained; 
and the life of holineſs from that moment 
dawning on the enlightened mind, is like the 
great fountain of beat in the firmament, 
which keeps on a regular increaſing progreſs, 
till it has reached the noon of day, while the 
ſogs and miſty vapours, which had obſcured 
its morning beams, are melted or abſorbed in 
the ſuperior blaze of light, Or, as the Pro- 
verbs of Solomon better expreſs it, the path 
l 2 of 
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of the juſt is as the mining light, which ſhineth 
en more unto the Wen * of 
309 10k 2499615 Abend 
His Gout! mey be called a region inhabited 
by all the virtues; Humility, the ornament of 
a meek and quiet ſpirit, which before God is 
of great price; Charity, that delights in love, 
and ſhall remain when Faith and Hope ſhall be 
ſwallowed up in fruition; Merey, kind, and 
tender-hearted ; Purity, innocent in thought, 
and 'unpolluted by deed. Thus finiſhed upon 
the true goſpel plan, this faithful ſervant of 
| Jeſus advances more and more in the line of 
Chriſtian, perfection; z the pleaſures of Religion 
are more and more grateful to his mind: he 
experiences a ſatisfaction which nothing can 


take away; the peace of God, which paſſes all 


underſtanding, gilds the evening of his days ; ; 
and ready to participate that falneſs of joy, 
which faith had before preſented to his enrap- 
tured ideas, he commends his ſpirit with calm 
reſignation, and a lively hope, into EO hands 
of his merciful Father. 


Be it then, my brethren, our early care, 
and the firſt object of our deſires, to ſtudy the 
yy great 
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great truths of revelation, and to realize "ROY 
in the conduct of our remaining lives. _ 
chiefly, O parents! whoſe tenderneſs for your 
children is extended beyond the grave, and 
ardently wiſhes to render them happy in their 
temporal and future concerns mould them 
early to Religion; train them up in the way of 
the Lord, and when 8 are old n ſhall not 
depart from it. 


* . " 1. 


Vou, my my young FOI 1 * on this 
occaſion with particular ſatisfaction; you who 
have diſplayed your zeal for diyine knowledge, | 
by repairing diligently to hear our private ex- 
poſitions of the Holy Bible ®. Your deep at- 
tention, and the ſeriouſneſs of your deportment 
claim the warmeſt encomiums, and reflect 
honour on the parents, who have thus bred 
you to virtue. As yet unſchooled in the cor- 
ruptions of the world, a mind yet innocent 
and docile, you can beſt imbibe the ſeed of 
grace and inſtruction; which, if nurtured 
with aſſiduous hand, will bloom through all 
your future days, and bring the fruits mature 


|  ® Alluding to a lecture on the Scripture, delivered 
twice a week to the younger part of the Author's pa- 

riſhioners. | p 
O 


SE R MON W «© 
of piety, and well ordered affections. Thrice 
happy preacher ! could his labours be rewarded 
with the delicious reflexion of having contri- 
buted to the ſalvation of one fellow-creature ! 
Thrice happier ſtill, would all who hear him 
now reduce to practice what he has offered 
to their conſideration, and be meet partakers 


of that reſt which remaineth unto the people 
of God! Amen. 
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PsALM ciii. 2. 


Bleſs t the Lord, O'my ſoul, and forget » not ol 
bis . en ite 


Hs pale is written gh uncommon 
beauty, and breathes a . ſtraia 


Sinne 


of uninterrupted gratitude. 1s 


bet facred prophet, rw with the warm- 
eſt ſentiments. of God's unmerited goodneſs to 
his creatures, and his various mercies to himſelf 
in particular, pours forth an affectionate hyma 
of praiſe and thankſgiving. He firſt of all 
addreſſes himſelf to the ſoul, as the immortal, 
and moſt perfect part of the creation, as the 
ſpirit that deſcends from heaven ; and next to | 
all that is within him, to every thing which 
tems with life and motion. Praiſe the Lord, 
| O my 
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O my ſoul, ſays the divine poet, and all that | 
is within me praiſe his holy name. He then, 
in the moſt harmonious and pathetic expreſ- | 
ſions, enumerates the tenderneſs, the mercies 
of his almighty Father ; who forgiveth all thy 
fin, and healeth all thy infirmities; who ſaveth 
thy life from deſtruction, and crowneth thee 
with mercy and loving-kindneſs; who ſatisfieth 


thy life with good things, 14 


But not contented: wich che ſimall portion of 
thankſgiving which the terreſtrial creation is 
able to beſtow, he calls on a ſuperior claſs of 
beings; the angels of the Lord that excel in 
ſtrength, that fulfil his commandments, and 
hearken unto the voice of his words; he calls 
on thoſe immortal ſ pirits, that miniſter con- 
tinually before God, to join in the univerſal 
| ſong, and pay | their tribute of gratitude to that 
henevalent Parent, in whom they live and 


po Gall . in the FUR 8 of 
ynadorned truth, to ipſpire you with ſentiments 
of . gratitude towards the moſt perfect and 
beneficent of beings. And ſuffer me to in- 


les the pleaſing © es that your future £57 
UCL 
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duct, regulated by the dictates of Religion, 
and a life devoted to the practice of every 
virtue which is fair and amiable, will amply: 
reward my weak endeavours. My withes for 
your welfare will then be gratified, and I ſhalb 


know with inexpreſſible pleaſure; that my 


labour kinn in wein in the eg 


The benefits which lay the beſt· founded 
claim to gratitude, and make the moſt laſting 


impreſſions on a generous temper, are thoſe, 


which we, confer in ſuch circumſtances and 
ſeaſons when no views of recompenſe can be 


| entertained with any probable reaſon. He dif- 


plays the moſt beneyolent nature, who directs 
every ſentiment, every action to the welfare of 
his fellow creatures; who is charitable for the 
fake of charity; without a wiſh for any other 
advantage than that pure contentment which 
the pleaſing reflection of haying relieyed the 
miſerable never fails to produce. This is that 
real goodneſs, that difintereſted love of man- 
kind, which, like a fruitful ſtream, flows on 
without interruption to water the vallies and 
the paſtures, but never can return to its 


parent fountain. Now appeal to the con- 


ſcious 
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ſcious breaſt— do we not feel the moſt endear- 
ing affections for ſuch a character? Is it not 
the beſt ſyſtem of conduct we can adopt; the 
fweeteſt ſource of pleaſure to ourſelves, and of 
happineſs to our. inferior brethren? Does it not 
challenge their n and their 5 


If ſuch a diſpoſition FR 10 graceful and: orna- 
mental to humanity, with what wonder and 
gratitude muſt we behold It dignified and ex- 
alted in the everlaſting Lord, "whoſe goodneſs 
is not bounded by time, but extenſive as the 


wr range, of Serif a e eee 
| Wide ef is the A Ad preſump- 
tuous would be the compariſon between the 
benevolencę of the ſacred Father, and that of 
mortal man, who, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is placed 
| in a Nate. of dependence on his fellow- 
geatures,; and, cannot obtain all the conve- 
piencies ; of. life in his fingle | capacity, The 
moſt f. plendid, Ration is ſupported by the con- 
ſtant labour of ; 1 poor mechanic, who in 
return. demands t that conſolation and charity 
from the more ulent which repays his toil, 
and alleyiates bs neceſſities. | So 


r 


nected 


v3" ER M. ON . 61 


nected is every link in the great chain of 
_ that! none o of us liveth to himſelf. 


And wel all our boaſted prerogatives of 
raak, ſplendor, and riches, the meaneſt indi. 
vidual, who deſires to be fed with the crumbs 
. which fall from our tables, is compoſed of the 


ſame materials, feels the ſame appetites, hath. 


the ſame diſtinguiſhing reaſon with ourſelves, 
though perhaps leſs adorned by the poliſh of 
education. And laſt of all, the dark and diſ- 
mal tomb will bury all our pomp ; our, bodies 
muſt equally moulder into duſt, and the worm 
will, feaſt without diſtinction on our cold re- 
mains, If then we conſider the argument in 
this light, our needy brethren, whom Pro- 
vidence, for the wiſeſt purpoſes, has placed in 
the lower ſtations, may plead ſome right to 
our benevolence and charity. 


But what motives direct the King of kings 


to ſuch continual ads of mercy and loving- 
kindneſs to his creatures? Do they found their 
claim to his benefice on any principles of 


merit? Have they contributed to eſtab. ſh his 


kingdom, and extend his dominion over the 
earth? Or, if the children of men had never 
been 
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been, would that have diminiſhed his glory, 
and ſullied the radiance of his majeſty? Would 
that have made his glorious name the leſs 
revered? Alas! the world we inhabit is of 
ſmall account, when compared to thoſe larger 
and more ſplendid orbs which ſhine around us; 
und the race of men is weak and 'imperfe in 
the fight of thoſe immortal and refined ſpirits, 
Who continue in the preſence of God for 
everlaſting ' ages. 


We juſt flutter a few years on this little 
iſtage of exiſtence, then vaniſn like the ſhadows 
of the night, and our place is found no more. 
As we are, then, by nature ſo inſignificant, 

hence is derived the loving-kindneſs of our 
gtacious Lord? Whence, but from that inex- 
hauſtible goodneſs, which is the diſtinguiſhing 
character of the Divinity, who delights to 
bleſs, and rejoices to ſee us flouriihing and 
happy. The Lord, ſays the ſweet Pſalmiſt of 
Ifrael, is full of compaſſion and mercy, long- 
ſuffering, and of great goodneſs, For look 
how high the heaven is in compariſon of the 
earth, ſo great is his mercy alſo towards them 
that fear him. Then he gives you the plain 


and excellent reaſon ; for he knoweth where- 
of 


( 
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are dat ul 


| This PIN benefactor then hath denied 
be nothing which - might ſmooth our paſſage 


down the ſtream of life. Each advantage, | 


each pleaſure, each conſolation we enjoy is a 
freſh inſtance of his unconfined and impartial 
' benevolence. 


A variety of motives concur in exciting in 


us the deepeſt veneration, and warmeſt love for 
our God, Wide and extenſive objects of praiſe 
and gratitude preſent themſelves to the eyes of 
the pious obſerver. It is my purpoſe this day 


to contemplate the loving-kindneſs of heaven in 


ſome of the moſt important points of view. 


Where were you, let me aſk, when the 
foundations of the earth were laid, when the 
morning ſtars ſung together, and the ſons of 
God ſhouted for joy? Where were you, when 
this univerſe, this goodly frame of order and 
of harmony was firſt created? You were as 


the ſcattered atom, as the duſt before the 


wind, How then comes it to paſs that you 
are ſo fearfully and wonderfully made? Who 
| gave 
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gave you this ſtately being? Who informed it 
with the ſpitit of life, ennobled it with reaſon, 
and beſtowed that immaterial foul, which ſhall 
never die; but when releaſed” from her bodily 
- priſon, ſhall reaſcend to her native heaven? It 
was the - Omnipotent Creator, the author of 
all love and happineſs : the Lord is his name. 
. A 2 i 1 

It follows then to enquire, into what world 
you were thus faſhioned, introduced? Was it 
in a dreary wilderneſs, without ſociety, without 
cultivation? Was it in a ſavage climate, whete 
the ſun of righteouſneſs has never dawned, but 
the gloom of ignorance fits dark and heavy; 
where the wild inhabitant lives by plunder and 
devaſtation, by war and violence? No,—you 
came into a poliſhed and civilized country» 
where religion is pure and undefiled, ſuper- 
ſtition is fled, and the virtues, which adorn 
the human character, flouriſh and abound. 
Here then is a ſubject of gratitude, which 
ought never to ceaſe, but with the laſt breath 
of exiſtence, 


But ſtill to animate your gratitude, and in- 
ſpire the ſong of religious praiſe, look round 
the habitable world; conſider the diſpoſitions 
* | of 
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of nature; obſerve the curious productions of 
vegetable life, which are ſo admirably con- 
trived to relieve your wants, and ſatisfy your 


craving appetites. For you the ſeaſons roll in 


ſweet variety ; the genial rains deſcend to feed 
the earth; and the fields are inveſted with 
fruitfulneſs and beauty. The bounteous Lord 
provides for the earth; he waters her furrows ; 
he ſends rain into the little vallies thereof; he 
maketh it ſoft with the drops of rain, and 
bleſſeth her encreaſe. He crowns the year 
with his goodneſs, and his clouds drop fatneſs 
They drop upon the dwellings of the wilder- 
neſs, and the little hills rejoice on every fide. 
The vallies alſo ſtand ſo thick with corn, that 
they laugh and ſing. The earth, and the 
air are ſtocked with living creatures innu- 
merable, and the ſea is peopled with animals 
of various and exquiſite conſtruction, to ſupply 
your wants, and miniſter to your luxury. 
In fine, whatever contributes to nouriſh life, 
and ſupport the human frame; whatever is 
pleaſant to the tafte or eye; whatever the 
richeſt imagination can conceive, is amply pro- 
vided by the merciful Father of the univerſe; 


Indeed the whole earth is the theatre of his 


beneficence. His goodneſs is unchangeably 
F | extended 
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66 E R M UN N. 
extended through the creation, from the ra- 
tional to the brutal, and from the brutal to 
the vegetable world. But man is the favou- 
rite object on whom it is beſtowed with ſo 
much profuſion. O fortunate indeed, beyond 


all deſcription fortunate, if he rightly knew 
his own happineſs | 


Conſider too the diſpoſitions for happineſs, 
which the benevolent Lord has implanted in 
dur conſtitution. Conſider the infinite pleaſures 
of the mental perceptions, the unutterable de- 
lights which attend the ſocial intercourſe of 
mankind. Conſider how ſtrong, and engaging, 
are the ties of nature; how dear, inexpreſſibly 
dear, are the tender appellations of parent, 
children, brother, and ſiſter; and how ſweet 
are the names of friends and relatives. Theſe 
are all the effects of his ſupreme goodneſs, 
who is till watchful to protect us, and till 
anxious for our intereſt and advantage. 


Sometimes, indeed, the cup of life is 
mixed with bitter ingredients, The evils, 
which march in the train of fin and death, 
_ misfortunes, diſeaſes and poverty, full often 
fall on the devoted head of poor mortal crea- 


_ tures, 
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tuces, Yet if the Lord lift up the light of his 
countenance upon us, the gloom is yaniſhed, 
the ſcene brightens, and again we catch the 


reviving proſpect of happineſs. There are a 


thouſand bleſſings to leſſen the ſorrows, a 
thouſand comforts to balance the calamities of 
life. Heavineſs may laſt for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning. 


But if d beyond this world, how 
much more ſtupendous and immenſe will the 
debt of gratitude appear, when it is conſidered, 
that the Almighty Father ſent his well- beloved 
ſon to bring life and immortality to light, to 
ſuffer for our iniquities, to free us from the 
bondage of fin, and ſeal us unto the day of 
redemption. 


O glorious proof of exceeding love! O 
. tranſcendent goodneſs, which will not ceaſe in 
the grave, but be extended through the bound- 
leſs ſpace of infinite duration! Death may 
deſtroy this periſhable body ; but we ſhall be 
tranſlated to happier regions, where life and 
bliſs unfading ſhall be our portion. The 
faculties of the ſoul ſhall be enobled and re- 
fined; and we e ſhall aſſociate with the righteous 
F'2 of 
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of all ages, and with thoſe benevolent ſpirits, 
who rejoiced in our proſperity while we lived 
on earth, Theſe ſhall be the companions of 
our happineſs, and teach us the ſong of the 
umb, and the ates. Py of our _ 


In that: day we ſhall be wines of the 
once and grandeur of the univerſal. 
King. Our thoughts will wander in eternity. 
The underſtanding more enlarged; and ſuited 
to its illuſtrious rank, will comprehend, with 
unceaſing aſtoniſhment, that infinite goodneſs 
and condefeenſion, which gives us a rational 
being; made ample proviſion for the ſupport 
of our earthly pilgrimage; and at laſt intro- 
duced us to a ſcene of joys unutterable, - ſuch 
as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive. f 


What elevation of ſentiment; what ſub- 
limity of expreſſion ! Gracious heaven! What 
is man that thou art mindful of him, and the 
ſon of man that thou viſiteſt him? Thou 
madeſt him lower than the angels, to crown 
him with glory and worſhip. Thou makeſt 
him to have dominion over the works of thy 
hands, 


4 


| R R MO NF If, - an 
han ds, and thou haſt put all things in ſubjec- 


tion under his feet. O Lord, our governor, 
how excellent is thy name in all the world! 


: Learn then, my Fellow-Chriſtians, learn to 
cultivate that veneration which you owe to 
the great and good God. Learn to practiſe 


thoſe virtues which are the moſt lovely in his 
eyes, and the moſt eſſential exerciſe of your 
ſouls. Learn to emulate one another —not in 
the ſplendor of feſtivities and entertainments, 
not in the fantaſtic decorations of dreſs and 
beauty, not in the dance and ſong, or other 
external and fading accompliſhments ; but in 
the graces which become the Chriſtan name; 
but in humility ; but in brotherly kindneſs one 
towards another. Thank your great benefac- 
tor by a frugal and temperate uſe of his gifts. 
Inſtil the divine precepts of Religion in the 
pliant minds of your children; bid them re- 
member that the food, the raiment, and the 
light which they enjoy, are ſo many inſtances 
of the tender regard of their heavenly Father, 
Riſe with a ſpirit of devotion to your daily 
employments; and when ſtreams of delight 
and happineſs flow in upon you from every 
fide, be not unmindful of that God who giveth 
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you all things richly to enjoy. Thus fhall 


your gratitude continue warm and undimi- 
niſhed through every period of your exiſtence, 
and produce the fruits of piety and well. 
regulated affections. Then ſhall the earth 
bring forth her encreaſe, and God, even our 
own God, ſhall give us his bleſſing. Then 
ſhall mercy and truth meet together; righte- 
ouſneſs and peace ſhall kiſs each other. Truth © 
ſhall flouriſh out of the earth, and righteouſ- 
neſs (hall look down from heaven. 
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SERMON V. 


MARE x. 26. 


And they were aſtoniſhed beyond meaſure, ſaying 
among themſelves, who then can be ſaved? 


uE following circumſtance gave birth 


to the queſtion before us. Chriſt was 
addreſſed by a certain young man with 
this propoſition : good maſter, what ſhall I do 


to inherit eternal life? The Saviour recapitu- 


lated to him the precepts of the moral law, 


The youth replied, maſter, all theſe have I ob- 
ſerved from my youth. This frank confeſſion, 
the truth of which appears not to have been 
doubted, and this amiable ſimplicity of man- 
ners, attracted the love of Jeſus ; and he ſaid 
unto him, one thing thou lackeſt; go thy way, 


ſell whatſoever thou haſt and give to the poor, 


and thou ſhalt have treaſure in heayen; and 
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come, take up the croſs and follow me. This 
was a rigid injunction to a man, who before had 
lived in affluence and ſplendor : his ſoul was 
touched with ſadneſs, and he departed forrow- 
ful at the word, for we read he had preat 
poſſeſſions. The following reflections were 
made by Jeſus on this event: children, how 
hard it is for them that truſt in riches to enter 
into the kingdom of God! It is eafier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than 

for a rich man to enter into the kingdom | 

of God. This declaration excited the aſto- 
.niſhment of his diſciples ; and if the terms 
were ſo extremely ſevere, they could not 
deſcry a poſſibility of falvation—who then 


can be ſaved? 


This queſtion involves a ſubje& of the 
utmoſt importance; a ſubject which ought 
to arreſt the whole attention of mankind, 
The duration allotted to the children of men 
on this earthly theatre has a bounded date. 
The various ſhifting ſcenes of life, the ex- 
tinction of the human frame by death, and 
the gradual decay of nature's works, are'plain 
indications that the world we inhabit is not 

everlaſting, 


. Fun N 


everlaſting, Hence, from an unconquerable 
abhorrence to utter annihilation, and a vehe- 
ment longing after life, we are fond of looking 


into a future period beyond the grave, for that 


more perfect and unchanging ſtate of exiſtence, 
which, we are taught, by experiment, is not 
to be found in the reign of nature. The 
ſecret whifpers of unaſſiſted reaſon aſſure us, 
that ſuch expectations are not chimerical; and 
the goſpel confirms them by a deciſive m 
rity. It informs us, that manſions of felicity, 
undeſcribable by the moſt copious. language, 
and inconceivable by the warmeſt fancy, are 

prepared for thoſe good and righteous ſpirits, 
who, during their alliance with the body, have 


merited. the approbation of their Redeemer ; 


and that puniſhments, equally dreadful and ever 
during, are in ſtore for every ſoul of man that 
doeth evil. Now ſince the days of man are ſo 
tranſient, that we may with great exactneſs 
compare them to the ſhadow which glides 
over the plain, and diſappears in the ſame 
moment ; ſince it is a ſolemn truth, that 
we ſhall ftep from this mortal life into eter- 
pity—th at awful Gs Gs we pretend to 
reaſon, 
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reaſon, and continue indifferent, neither cold 
nor hot, to events ſo momentous, and fo 
intereſting ? "55 


The reflection of Chriſt, that it is eaſier for 

a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of God, preſents, it muſt be acknowledged, 
at firſt view a diſcouraging proſpect. And if 
we underſtand it in a literal manner, the 
queſtion in the text will not appear ſo im- 
proper. Few, indeed, could be ſaved, if riches, 
abſtractedly conſidered, ſhould exclude their 
poſſeſſors from the kingdom of God. This 
might juſtly be deemed a ſingular hardſhip; 
for ſome are born to hereditary opulence, in 
the ſame manner that others are born to 
poverty; and therefore would it not be ab. 
ſurd, and inconſiſtent with the juſtice of an 
infallibly-wiſe being, to puniſh his creatures 
on the ſimple account of their riches, which 
many do not acquire by their own exertions, 
but derive by a regular deſcent from their 
anceſtors? In ſuch a caſe, wealth of itſelf 
would become a vice, and poverty a virtue. 
| | We 
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We muſt then look beyond the letter for the 
full extent of our Saviour's meaning. The 
conſequences of riches, the various ſnares, the 
many allurements with which they corrupt 
the heart, the fond attachment to the world 
and its vanities which they excite, the power- 
ful arts by which they wean the ſoul from its 


Creator, the vaſt ſcope of exerciſing the evil 


paſſions which they offer, theſe dangerous 
qualities gave riſe to the alarming compariſon 
of the Redeemer, that men, ſo circumſtanced, 
ſhould gain admittance into heaven with more 
difficulty than the largeſt animal can go 
through the ſmalleſt aperture, 


This I take to be a right explanation of | 


this important ſcripture. And yet, notwith- 
ſtanding this apparent eaſy ſolution, two very 
capital miſtakes, and inferences, to the pre- 
judice of the Chriſtian Religion, have been 


drawn, The infidel has endeavoured to con- 


firm himſelf and others in their unbelief; and 
the enthuſiaſt has deeply injured the cauſe of 
truth, by giving to this text a literal expli- 
cation, There is indeed a difference between 


them ; the former is influenced by the malig- 
| nant 
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nant ſpirit of obſtinacy, and the - ER is the 
dupe of his own Ignorance. 8 


Hence, on * hand, it has been 
aſſerted, with a ſingular degree of confidence, 
that a Religion, whofe injunctions are ſo rigo- 
rous, and Whoſe laws are fo repugnant to the 
ties of nature, could never lay claim to a 
divine original; could never be dictated by a 
God of infinite perfection. If a Religion, it 
is ſaid, deſcends from heaven, that Religion 
will undoubtedly have for its primary object, 


the univerſal happineſs of men; all its precepts 


and doctrines will have a natural tendency to 


ſo beneficient a purpoſe. As the great light is 


not diſplayed in the firmament to illuminate 
ſome peculiar region of the world, but to 
diſpenſe its chearing beams on the extended 
earth around; in the like manner a Religion, 
that cometh from above, would conſult the 
general felicity in its higher and ſubordinate 
degrees, in its ſpiritual and temporal connec- 
tions. But here the matter aſſumes a widely 
different appearance. The votaries of Chtiſ- 
tianity, to be approved by their great maſter, 


mult not only be moral and good, but they 
: muſt 
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muſt renounce every concern with the world; 
muſt forbear to taſte, even in the moſt mode- 


rate degtee, the innocent pleaſures, and the 


comforts that ſweeten life; muſt tear them- 
ſelves from the ſoft embrace of affluent proſ- 


perity, and ruſh into the naked and meagre 
arms of poverty; muſt paſs from a ſtate of 


eaſe to labour, from popularity and reſpect to 
contempt and ſhame. All this was enjoined 
to the young man in the goſpel. Nay more, 
the deareſt ties of nature, the affections of 
friendſhip and conſanguinity, filial reverence 
and fraternal love, the tender ſenſibilities muſt 
be rooted out from the heart of a Chriſtian, 
Chriſt expreſsly ſaith, I am come to ſet a man 


at variance againſt his father, and the daughter 


againſt her mother. And a man's foes ſhall be 
they of his own houſhold. So that far from 
advancing, Chriſtianity wounds human hap- 
pineſs in a vital part, by profcribing every 
pleaſure which might checquer the ſcene of 
affliction, and by ſtriving to counteract thoſe 
propenſities of the ſou], which incline us to a 
ſocial intercourſe of kindly offices, and render 
life, amidſt its various ſorrows, comfortable. $ 


Thus 
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Thus do its enemies unjuſtly repreſent the 
defign of our moſt holy Religion. If this be 
the caſe, indeed, what need to trouble our- 
ſelves any longer about a ſyſtem ſo oppreſſive 
nay, fo hotrid and gloomy, What need to 
employ our time and pains in ſtudying pre- 
cepts, which it is impoſſible, from the confti- 
tution of our nature, to obey, Better give up 
at once our ſoothing hopes of immertality ; 
better to live as without God in the world, 
and die in the diſmal certainty of annihilation z 
better is this, I ſay, 'than to profeſs a Religion 
which is ſo palpably falſe, and will miſerably 
deceive us at the laſt in our glorious expec- 
tations. If the conditions, to which the goſpel 
annexes eternal ſalvation, be in reality ſo 
dreadful and impracticable, the goſpel is an 
impoſition on the credulity of mankind ; for 
the wiſdom, that cometh from above, man be 
pure, then gentle and eaſy to be entreated, 
Full of mercy and good Fruits. 


Ihe enthuſiaſt, on the other hand, though 
in bis heart a warm friend to Religion, has 
painted her in the ſame diſguſting colours, the 
creation of a heated fancy, not reſtrained by 

wiſdom. 
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wiſdom, Hence it is, that he darkens counſel 
by words without knowledge. Hence it is, 
that the beautiful countenance of Religion is, 
fo: disfigured, that inſtead of her attractive, her 
angelic graces, ſhe is dreſſed out in ſullen, 
moroſe, and unlovely features. Hence it is, 
that urged by the impetuoſity of a blind zeal 
every harmleſs amuſement, and neceflary re- 
creation, which may and ought to be enjoyed, 
is forbidden by the auſtere bigot, as incom- 
patible with ſalvation, As if, indeed, the 
ſober and temperate uſe of the pleaſures which 
life affords, were not perfectly conſonant with 
the ſtricteſt law of Chriſtianity! In the name 
of goodneſs, let us have a rational Religion 
let us' have a practicable Religion. Hence it 
is, moreover, that we ſee the kind Father of 
all created beings repreſented, not in his pro- 
per attributes of tenderneſs, love, and mercy, 
but as an avenging God, continually environed 
by the inſtruments of his fury, darkneſs, fire, 
brimſtone, and tempeſt. As if a being fo 
holy, juſt, and good, might ſport with the 
miſeries of his creatures, or take the leaſt de- 
light in the infliction of puniſhment ! Thus is 
the human mind frightened out of Religion, 

| or 
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of;- ſunk in the abyſs of deſpair on the contem- 
plation of ſuch a dreadful ſcene, is _y to 
n who them can be 2 ? 5721 


| Now e are very uncandid, and urjuſt 
ideas of Chriſtianity, which far from being a 
tyranhical and oppreſſive is the mildeſt and 
moſt benevolent Religion that ever bleſſed 
mankind; It demands no excluſion from the 
world, no abſtinence from the ſociety of our 
fellow-creatures, no melancholy, no tears, but 
ſuch as flow from the eye of repentance. Far 
from ' exacting impothbilities; it makes the 
moſt generous allowances tohu man frailkty 5 
and far from requiring that its followers ſhould 
tear the affections of nature from their boſom, 
it rather ſtrengthens them, by enforcing that 
reverence which is due from children to their 
parents, and by making domeſtic and general 
charity its diſtinguiſhing character. The Re- 
ligion of Jeſus Chriſt, like the great founder, 
goes about deing good. In whatever parts of 
the earth Chriſtianity is introduced, whatſoever 
things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, 
whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things 
are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, what- 


ſoever 
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foever things are of good report, and what- 
ſoever things are virtuous and praiſe-worthy, 
march in her hallowed train. Grace ſhines 
around her with ſereneſt beams ; Faith, whoſe 


bright eyes dart forward into the happy ſcenes 


of eternity; Peace and Comfort, like cheru- 
bims arrayed in robes of pureſt white, and 
preaching glad tidings to the meek, the ſor- 
rowful, and the deſponding, tread in her ſacred 
footſteps, Mercy, with healing on her wings 
is there, and the proſpect of everlaſting life is 
diſplayed before her. Here is then no reaſon 
to ſuppoſe with the unbeliever, that the goſpel 
is inimical to ſocial happineſs; or with the 


enthuſiaſt, that its laws are ſo rigorous and 


inexorable. True, indeed, the young man in 
the goſpel, agreeable to the deſcription of 
himſelf, had been exemplary in his obſervance 
of the moral law; yet this it appears was not 
ſufficient, and he is therefore enjoined to part 
with his large poſſeſſions, and follow the 


Saviour through a life of tribulation and 


labour, Now to a ſuperficial reaſoner this 
may wear the complection of a very harſh 
command; But it is probable that Chriſt, 
who could penetrate the inmoſt receſſes of the 
heart, foon obſerved his pupil was ſo much 
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wedded to the riches and pleaſures of life, as 

not eaſily to exchange them for the afflictions 

of the croſs, This injunction beſides was only 

applicable to the occaſion, and is not ſtrictly 

binding on | Chriſtians of the preſent day, In 

the infancy of the goſpel], its profeſſors were 

conſtrained to diveſt themſelves of all worldly 

incumbrance, and travel into foreign regions 

to preach that gracious revelation, They were 

to bid adieu to every domeſtic and relative 

connection, to father, mother, brother, ſiſter, 

l and friend; and from the novelty, and nature 

of their employment, which laid them open 
to the cruel hatred of a corrupt unbelieving 
ape, they were to ſuffer perſecution, ſorrows, 
chains, and death. And to accompliſh the 
great purpoſe, they were endowed with a 
ſuperior force of mind, and ſtrengthened by 

the immediate and perceptible communication 
of the holy ſpirit. But now when the goſpel 
is eſtabliſhed ; when the grain of muſtard ſeed, 
which indeed was the leaſt of all ſeeds, but 
now It is grown up is the greateſt among 

herbs, and become a tree, ſo that the birds of 
the air come and lodge in the branches thereof; 
 wediſtinguiſh no apparent neceſſity for Chriſ- 
tians to forſake the world, in order to become 

RE heirs. | 
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Heirs of ſalvation. The terms which the 
goſpel preſcribes are of a different nature : 
truſt in God, and faith in Jeſus Chriſt, a vital 
operative faith, producing love and charity un- 
feigned to our brethren. 


Thus to the beſt of my abilities, and it is 
hoped to your ſatisfaction, my brethren, have 
J illuſtrated this awful ſubject; cloſe we now 
this diſcourſe with a ſhort application. 


Is the Chriſtian Religion then ſo benignant, 


candid, and merciful? Is it ſo exquiſitely 


adapted to render us happy both here and 


hereafter ? Surely then it will gain a warm 


and ſteady proſelyte in every man of reaſon. 
Surely it will introduce an ardent piety, and a 
virtue which is unblemiſhed, in the univerſe, 
The caſe, alas! is not ſo. Charge not, how- 
ever, the fault on the goſpel, but on the 
obſtinate folly of mankind. View, with at- 
. tentive eye, the manners of the world in the 
preſent hour, of men who profeſs the name of 
Chriſt, And you will perhaps be tempted, 
though from another motive, to aſk nearly 
the ſame queſtion as the diſciples ; how ſhall 


they be ſaved? They are loſt, they are err 
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You may obſerve not, indeed, the monſtrous 
crimes, the idolatry, the ſavage ferocity of 
former days; but an univerſal. relaxation of 
virtue, a prevailing love to voluptuouſneſs, an 
artful hypocriſy ; not, perhaps, a generally 
avowed contempt, but a careleſs indifference 
to the great truths of Religion. The very 
diſpoſition renewed for which the church of 
Laodicea was cenſured : theſe things ſaith the 
Amen, the faithful and the true witneſs, the 
beginning of the creation : I know thy works, 
that thou art neither cold nor hot. I would 
thou wert either cold or hot. There is a ſoft 
poliſh in the manners of this age, the more to 
be dreaded, as it makes the ſtream of vice 
glide along its ſurface with a ſmoother volu- 
bility. O ye men of the world, who float 
with a careleſs gaiety on the tide of pleaſure; 
ye childrenzof Mammon, whoſe gold is your 
idol; ye reprobate ſinners, the avowed enemies 
of goodneſs and of virtue; reflect that your 
career is ſhort, that death will mow you down 
as the graſs before the ſcythe, and your joys 
will he turned into mourning, Let the text 
pierce home through your boſom to the heart ; 
how ſhall we be ſaved? Frequent meditations 
on a point which ſo deeply affects us all, will 
ſtamp 


« 
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ſtamp conviction on the mind, and be pro- 
ductive of ſuch generous virtues, ſuch a glow- 
ing faith, as will ſecure the recompence of a 
bleſſed futurity. And with a right ſpirit thus 
renewed within us, and its glorious fruits diſ- 
played in the remainder of our lives, let us 
| baniſh all. gloomy deſponding thoughts with 
. reſpect to the difficulty of our ſalvation ; let us 
confide in the interceſſion of the holy Lamb, 
and in the tender mercies of our God, who is 
not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to repentance. Such hope it be- 
comes every good Chriſtian to cheriſh in 
health, in ſickneſs, and in death. O hope, O 
Chriſtian hope of immortality ! animated by 
thee, we ſupport, with fortitude, the trials 
and the dangers of this afflictive world; we 
ride undaunted on the turbulent billows of life, 


and death carries no terror in his frown ; we 


keep the haven of reſt in our view; the haven 
of that reſt which remaineth unto the people 
of God. 
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Sr. Marr W x. 28. 


And fear not them which kill the body, but are 
nuot able to (kill the ſoul; but rather fear 
bim which is able to defiroy both ſoul and 
50 in hell. 


general characteriſed by a certain 
awful ſublimity, which aſtoniſhes all 
the powers of the mind, while it improves 
the heart. The words I have juſt now read, 


lead me to this reflection. The circumſcribed 


limits of human agency, and the omnipotence 
of God, which rules over his creatures in the 
preſent, and will diſpoſe of them in a future 
ſtate, are ſtrikingly contraſted in this majeſtic 
period. The twelve apoſtles are commiſſioned 


in this chapter to preach the goſpel ; an under- 
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taking of the utmoſt hazard, to which the 
bleſſings of repoſe and ſecurity, and the love 
of life itſelf muſt be generoufly facrificed. 
The diſciples, however,, were but men of 
paſſions fimilar to ourſelves, and conſequently 
the ſame apprehenſions of ſuffering, and. the 
fear of a cruel death might have chilled their 
courage as the moment of action approached, 
Arguments, therefore, were employed to ani- 
mate and confirm them in their reſolutions ; 
arguments which inſpired them with a noble 
fortitude, by repreſenting all human malice to 


be as impotent and ſhort-lived as its author, 


and by ſuggeſting to their confiderations the 
real object of their fear, even him whoſe 
favour or diſpleaſure is infinitely more worthy 
of regard, than the ſmile or frown of vain 
and perithable mortals. Fear not them, ſays 
he, having predicted their enfuing perſecutions 
for the ſake of his name; fear not them, 


which kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the ſoul ; but rather fear him, wien is able 
to deſtroy both ſoul and body i in hell, 


We may draw a great modlef te 


from this ſubject, by obſerving that the moſt 


yirulent efforts of human enmity, muſt end 
with 
( 
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with this life; and ſecondly, that our appeal 


from the hard uſage of an unrelenting world, 
lies: at that everlaſting tribunal where impartial 
juſtice ſhall be done to all. Here may be ap- 
plied, in a figurative ſenſe, what God ſays 
| literally of the Iſraelites; I have ſurely ſeen 
the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, 
and. have. heard their cry, for I know their 
ſorrows ; and I am come down to deliver them 
out of the hands of the Egyptians, and to 
being them out of that land, unto. a nes land 


„ 4«„ ͤ * 


and honey. Which ſentence may be pata- 
phrazed in the following manner, and adapted | 


to the Chriſtian, diſpenſation :. I have ſeen the 
oppreſſions and infirmities of my children, 
who dwell in houſes made of clay, for F | 
know their afflictions, and I am come down 


in the perſon of my beloved Chriſt to heal 


each wounded ſpirit, and to convert the 
mourning ſoul from deſpondency to the moſt 
I nope | 65 


F ear not therefore, ye patient followers of | 


your redeemer, fear not the utmoſt extent of 
worldly malice, which can only affect the 
bady with momentary pain, but may not 
reach 
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reach the unchangeable and ever-living ſoul, 
the nobleſt and moſt valuable part of man. 
The proud oppreffor may extend his rod of 
iron over his unreſiſting dependents, the man 
of power may exerciſe a tyrannical dominion; 
the wicked judge, allured by ſordid intereſt; 
may pronounce the unjuſt ſentence, and 
trample, without remorſe, on the cauſe of 
afflicted innocence ; theſe cruel perſecutions © 
are not eternal. Their limits are appointed; 
thus far ſhall they be permitted to go and no 
farther. The proſperity of the wicked is not 
more ſtable than a traveller, who walks on 
ſome treacherous ſpot of unknown country; 
the earth rolls away from his footſteps, and he 
is buried in the maſs of ruins. There are 
events, unforeſeen by human prudence, which, 
directed by an over - ruling providence, may 
tumble him headlong down from the noon of 
his happineſs, and reduce him on the ſame 
level with thoſe whom his cruelty had har- 
raſſed, or his pride inſulted before, Then it is 
that the haughty brow of inſolence is ex- 
changed for the countenance of abject humi- 
lity; then is a man convinced, by a harſh ex- 
periment, that' every token of officious reve- 
Wos which he formerly received from the 
| hand 
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hand of adulation, was not paid to his perſon 
or abilities, but to his power and riches: 
Whoever trufts in the perpetuity 'of worldly 
pomp (as was ſaid by the ſacred hiſtorian on 
another occaſion) truſts upon the ſtaff of a 
bruiſed reed, on which if a man lean it will 
go into his hand and pierce it. But if the 
proſpetity of the wicked meet with no check 
during life, yet death, inevitable death, will 
ſoon advance, and tear him from the downy 
lap of eaſe and affluence. His breath goeth 
fotth, he returneth to his earth, and in that 


very day all his thoughts periſh. The pre- 


catious and tranſitory poſſeſſion of our enjoy- 
ments here below, are ftrikingly reprefented 
in this affecting parable. The ground of a 


certain rich man brought forth plentifully, and 
he thought within himſelf ſaying, what ſhall 1 


do, becauſe I have no room where to beſtow 
my fruits? This will I do, I will pull down 
my barns and build greater, and there will I 
" beftow all my fruits and my goods. And I 
will fay to my ſoul; ſoul, chou haſt much 


goods laid up for many years, take ——_ 


eat, drink, and be merry. But ſuddenly, I 
| fay ſuddenly, when he thought of nothing 
be 
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leſs than ſuch an event, God ſpoke in thunder 
this dreadful ſentence : Thou fool, this night 
thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee, and then 
whoſe ſhall thoſe things be which thou poſ- 
ſeſſeſt ? What, my brethren, are the advan- 
tages of riches, ſplendor, and dominion, to a 
man unbleſt with more valuable endowments, 
to a man whoſe ambitious projects, or ſordid 


'  Inclinations, have extinguiſhed. in his heart the 


ſacred flame of piety, or the bright glow of 
ſocial love? What, I ſay, are ſuch advantages, 
when the king of terrors, the relentleſs king, 
whom we cannot bribe with gifts, nor ſooth 
with blandiſhments, ſhall have placed between 
them and their owners, the bar of everlaſting 
ſeparation ? Their wealth will not illuminate 
the dark chambers of the tomb, ſhorten the 
long ſleep of death, nor make the worms afraid 
to violate; their duſt. Such is the end of 
human pride, and human grandeur! From the 
"ſhort ſpace of exiſtence allotted to every ter- 
reſtrial poſſeſſion, let the rich imbibe a leſſon 
of true wiſdom, and diſplay it, while he may, 
in deeds of goodneſs and mercy to his fellow- 
creatures; and let the poor man learn to de- 
ſpiſe the tyranny of the wicked, which muſt 
| = ſo 
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| -fo ſoon be laid in duſt, nor tremble at the 
voice of the oppreſſor, which muſt ſo ſoon be 
heard no more for ever. 


But the tyrannical exerciſe of power is not 
the only ſource of perſecution; the malignity 
of the wicked is exhibited in other inſtances, 
As the lilly, white emblem of unſpotted inno- 


cence, is marred in the very bloom of its 


beauty by a ſudden wind, ſo is a fair character 
ſullied or deſtroyed by the envenomed blaſt of 
malice. The tongue is a little member, and 
boaſterh great things. Behold how great a 
matter a little fire kindleth. We are ſo ready 


to believe evil of others, that a ſtudied and 


circumſtantial detail is not always demanded ; 
a word, a hint, artfully conveyed, will often 
ſtain a reputation, Envy, jealous of virtues 
which it cannot equal, is like the peſtilence 
that walketh at noon day, or the arrow that 
* flieth by night; it wounds in ſecret, or with- 
out diſguiſe, There is no ſecurity againſt its 
ſhafts; they defy the utmoſt circumſpection, 
and triumph over the beſt-guarded prudence, 
The loſs of character is undoubtedly one of 
the greateſt misfortunes which can befal us in 
| the preſent world. A good name is the moſt 
precious 


 .,, 


** 


a PE) TE. wr 
* DS 81 = # - 4 „ D _ 
ES © OILY 4 Oo ot & . ww. 


94+ 8 ERM ON VI. 
precious of all bleſſings under the ſun, more 
precious than rubies, than food, or raiment, 
nay, than life itſelf. The charms of perſonal 
elegance, the mental abilities, the fineſt ac- 
quiſitions of art, or the moſt admired endow- 
ments of nature, are not half ſo dear to a 
s mind. Its fervent wiſhes are; may I 
paſs through life, if not with riches, yet with 
. honeſt fame: if not with pomp and ſplendor, 
yet with modeſt ſimplicity, and a faultleſs 
character. The conſciouſneſs of an unblame- 
able reputation throws a certain ſprightlineſs 
and pleaſare around the mind in the ſame 
manner -as the glow of health gives a ruddy 
colour to the youthful cheek. In every ſtation 
it is our boaſt and delight, the ornament of 
riches, the conſolation 'of poverty, and the 
ſweet companion of our ſolitude. | 


Now to be robbed of this ineſtimable ad- 
vantage; to ſee that delicate flower blown 
upon, by the noxious breath of wanton 
malice, and unprovoked enmity ; conſcious of 
' Innocence, and at the ſame time ſtigmatized 
as guilty ; no probability of ever wiping away 
the undeſerved reproach, no proſpect of ever 
regaining the good opinion of mankind ; theſe 


are 
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ate afflictions, which to ſupport with becom 

ing fortitude, demands the ſteadieſt philoſophy 
of a Chriſtian. To ſuch perſons, how refreſh- 

ing is the doctrine of our text; refreſhing to 

their melancholy foul, as the ſtreams of water 

to the hunted hart, or the ſummer rain to a 

dry and parched ground. Fear not them 

which kill the body; fear not them who un- 

juſtly kill your reputation; for ſhort is the 

triumph of their malice. Death will inter- 

poſe, and the tongue of the enemy, dumb as 

the inanimate ſtone, ſhall not ſpeak your name 

in the vaſt empire of the dead, where all is 

motionleſs and tranquil. The great avenger of 
traduced innocence has regiſtered the deep in- 

jury in that awful volume, where the actions 
and the very thoughts of men are recorded. 

Your fame, - vindicated before the aſſembled 

univerſe, ſhall break forth, as the ſun through 

a gloomy ſurrounding cloud, with purer luſtre, 

and more reſplendent beams of glory. 


| To theſe examples of worldly malice many 
more might be ſubjoined : the hiſtory of the 
human race abounds in every page with ſuch 
inſtances of its depravity ; not only of power 
abuſed. to — of riches employed to 
| domineer 
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domineer ver the ſpecies ot eloquence and ; 
great talents proſtituted to varniſh crimes, and 


to confound virtue, but of tortures inflited on 
the guiltleſs, and too often cruel death ; merely 
to ſatiate the vengeance of a tyrant, who is 
himſelf mortal like the poor ſufferer, and only 
diſtinguiſhed from him by a caſual birth to 
empire and command. The time would fail 
me were I to enumerate the various kind of 
. miſeries which the innocent experience from 
the wicked, and which are daily ſeen, felt, 
and lamented, Were I diſpoſed to make you 
ſtil] leſs in love with the world, I might dwell 
on the deſcription. My intention is not to re- 
preſent life as an intolerable burden ; for life 
has its bleſſings; but rather to open the yiew - 
of that conſoling futurity, which ſhall com- 
penſate the ſeverities you may have ſuffered 
from your fellow-crextures here below. 


Tt has been aid, with great propriety by a 
moraliſt, that hope travels with us through 
life, nor quits us when we die. Hope is the 
cordial drop that takes off the bitterneſs of 
ſorrow. Hence, as the benignity of God has 
kindly decreed it, there can be no ſituation 
from which hope is abſolutely excluded: a 
ray 
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ray will always daft through the thickeſt' 
gloom of adverſity, and diſcover ſome faint 
proſpect of better days. Hope did not deſert 
the heathens themſelves, to whom life and 
immortality had not been publiſhed by a reve- 
lation from heaven, The light of nature 
ſuggeſted conjectures, that all in the frame of 
man was not mortal. There might be many 
thouſands, who from the uncertainty which 
involved the ſubject, entertained no very firm 
belleve of a future exiſtence; but even they 
were not yoid of conſolation amid the tyranny 
of the powerful and the malice of the wicked. 
They might ſtill contemplate with delight that 
hour, which could not be far diſtant, when 
their labours and afflictions ſhould meet an 
undiſturbed repoſe in the peace of the grave. 

eath to them was a refuge from irremediable 
calamities. There the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, there the weary be at reſt, The 
priſoners reſt together, they hear not the voice 
of the Arr. 


1 9 yet, it muſt be confeſſed, the mere 
hope of finding in the grave that peace, . which 
is denied us here, is not altogether ſufficient to 
ſtrengthen afflicted virtue, Can virtue, can 
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injured innocence be l in the dead ſea 
af forgetfulneſs? Little would be the encou- 
ragement to perſeverance, ſmall the motive to 
fortitude and patience, if no diſtinction being 
made between the oppreſſor and the oppreſſed, 
they were allowed to remain after death in the 
ſame quieſcent and unfeeling ſtate. We have 
better hopes; we whom the day-ſpring from 
on high has viſited ; to whom the ſun of the 
0 goſpel has n the dark realm of 
leath, and diſcovered the kingdom of eternal 
life, and pure happineſs, beyond its gloomy 
precincts. The text clearly eſtabliſhes the 
doctrine of immortality, Fear not them which 
kill the body, but are not able to kill the ſoul. 
Now it undeniably follows from this, that the 
ſoul is entirely diſtin from the body. For if 
the ſoul bad no peculiar properties, the ſtroke 
which deprives the body of exiſtence, ' would 
annihilate the ſoul in the ſame moment. But 
the ſoul, a ſpirit immaterial, and inviſible to 
the groſs terreſtrial eye, is fovitre from acci- 
dents and death, Let theſe ideas perpetually 
recur to us, and we ſhall eaſily defy the tran- 
ent blaſt of calamity. Let our circumſtances, 
be ever fo deſperate ; let us be overwhelmed 
by the united efforts of human rancour, let 


our 
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our character be aſperſed by cruel ſlander, our 
virtue traduced, and our beſt actions attributed 
to diſhoneſt motives; let the hand of unre- 
lenting power be ſttetched over us, and all the 
world around diſplay the moſt frowning aſpect; 
in ſhort, let us figure to ourſelves a fituation 
in which, by a fingular combination of dif- 
aſters, we are left deſtitute of every human 
reſource—then, let the certainty of that ap- 
proaching revolution, which ſhall tranſlate us 
from mortal to immortal, operate as it ought, 
and we ſhall conſider theſe evils as a violent, 
but momentary ſtorm, which announces a 
placid and everlaſting calm, Be ye patients 
fays St. James, eſtabliſh your heart; and why? 
For the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 
Take, my brethren, the Prophets, who have 
ſpoken in the name of the Lord, for an ex- 
ample of ſuffering, affliction, and patience, 
Recal to your memories thoſe courageous 
martyrs, whoſe virtues have advanced them 
to the rank of ſaints and angels above 
iluſtrious heroes! who were prodigal of life in 
the ſacred cauſe of truth. Some had trials of 
cruel mockings, and ſcourgings, yea, more- 
over, of bonds and impriſonment. They were 
ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, 
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were ſlain with the ſword; being deſtitute, 
afflicted, tormented; of whom the world. was 
not worthy. They were all, preachers of 
rightequſneſs, exemplary in their lives, ſevere 

in; victue, and faithful to their God: which 
' accompliſhments of ſupetior ſanity expoſed 
them to the fury, of a ſinful and untoward 
generation. And what do you imagine ſup- 
ported their courage? What but the con- 
kciouſnek, of | poſſeſſing a ſoul, which the bar- 
barity of theit enemies was not able to de- 
froy : what, I ſay, but the knowledge that 
death, did not. only finiſh their miſeries, but 
gaye birth, te their triumphs? Such were; their 
expectations, and we know; they are not diſ- 
appointed; for the beloved John himſelf, in his 
celeſtial viſions, ſaw, under the: altar the ſouls 
of them that were ſlain, for the word of God, 
and: for the teſtimony. which they held ; and 
they walked with the Lamb at their head; 
who was ſlain from the beginning for the; fins 
of the world, himſelf the chief exemple of 
ſuffering innocence; and they were clothed in 
white, robes ef rightequinels, and palms in 
their victorious hands; for as the Apoſtle was 
informed, they were they which came out 
* _ tribulation, and had waſhed their 
mn 2 of robes, 


4 


S E R MON VI. Yor 
robes, and made them white in the bloc 
of the Lamb. 1 | 


But to conclude. The latter part of the 
text contains theſe emphatical expreſſions : but 
rather fear him who is able to deſtroy both 
foul and body into hell. The malice of our 
enemies cannot purſue us beyond our aſhes, 
and ought therefore to be no cauſe of terror. 
Death to the miſerable is freedom and deli- 
verance; The proper object of pur fear is that 
being, who rules with uncontrouled dominion 
over the elements of nature, whoſe profound 
wiſdom gives laws, and whoſe immutable de- 
crees regulate the operations of ten thouſand 

worlds; in whoſe hands are the iſſues of life 
and death, who will unlock the portals of the 
ſepulchre, and call his people from their graves. 
But perfect love caſteth out fear. This great 
being is not more diſtinguiſhed by his omnipo- 


tence than his mercy. How ſweet then the 


conſolation. O how pregnant with exquiſite 
pleaſure is the idea, that when mankind, deaf 
to our earneſt remonſtrances, has excluded us 
from its protection and charity, and unmerited 
perſecutions croud on our declining life; our 
H 3 petitions 
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petitions ſhall aſcend his gracious throne as 
the incenſe of the morning; that he will cover 
us with the wings of his providence; or if it 
be his good pleaſure not to deliver us in the 
preſent world from the rage of the wicked, 
we ſhall be righted in that which is to come, 
and all ſhall. be witneſſes of his impartial 
juſtice on the day of general rettibutionn, 


Theſe are exalted promiſes: be careful not 
to render them ineffectual by neglecting fo 
great a ſalvation, The ſinner who knew it, 
and forbore to perform the commandment of 
his Lord, has neither part nor lot in this 
matter, Recollect, O thou degenerate pro- 
feſſor of Chriſtianity, that he, the ſupreme 
God, who can protect and reward, can puniſh 
and deſtroy by the ſame almighty power. He 
who opens the golden gates of paradiſe to re- 
ceive the good, may cloſe the dungeon of hell 
on the ſoul; that moſt horrid dungeon deſtined 
for the reception of human wickedneſs; where 
it is ſaid, as the extremeſt imaginable miſery, 
hope never comes, that comes to all; but it is 
the melancholy reign of pale- eyed deſpair ; 
repentance too is there, bitter unprofitable re- 

| pentance; 
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pentance; and the devouring worm of a guilty 
conſcience. 


But thou, O pious, but afflicted Chriſtian ! 
proceed in the race that is ſet before thee with 
calm reſignation, pray, in imitation of thy 


dying maſter, for thy moſt violent enemies, 


and expect the manifeſtation of the great God, 
and his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, who though he delays 


his coming, ſhall not tarry for ever. I con- 


clude in the nervous language of the eloquent 
St, Paul : 


Finally, my brethren, be ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in the power of his might, Put 
on the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to ſtand againſt the wiles of the devil, 
For we wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood, 
but againſt principalities, againſt powers, 
againſt the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, 


againſt ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places. 


Stand, therefore, having your loins girt about 
with truth, and having on the breaſt-plate of 
righteouſneſs; and your feet ſhod with the 
preparation of the goſpel of peace. Amen! 
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SERMON VII. 
sr. MATTHEW xi. 5. 
| The Hoor bave the goſpel preached unto them. 


E are a little bewildered on the 

firſt peruſal of the preceding paſ- 

ſages. Could the Baptiſt doubt 

that Jeſus Chriſt was the Meſſiah foretold by 
the Prophets? Could the herald of our Saviour, 
who was the yocie crying in the wilderneſs, 
prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths ſtraight; who baptized him in the 
water; who ſaw the ſpirit of God deſcending 
like a dove, and lighting upon him; and who 
heard the voice of the father pronouncing, 
this is my beloved ſon in whom I am well 

| pleaſed. Could he demand a more ample 

confirmation of his divinity? Not the ſhadow 
of a doubt could operate on the mind of 
1 Jehn; » 
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John ; his diſciples, it is probable, were not 
thoroughly ſatisfied that Chriſt, whoſe fame 
was now ſpreading far and wide, was that 
great Prophet expected by the impatient world 
for ſo many ages. To remove their uncer- 
tainties, he bids them go to that ſingular per- 
ſonage, and have an ocular demonſtration of 
his great power, and excellent wiſdom. They 
arrive, and, without any ceremonious preface, ©. 
put the laconic queſtion ; art thou he that 
ſhould come, or do we wait for another ? ' The 
: anſwer contains no pompous diſplay of aſto- 
niſhing actions, but recounts in the ſimpleſt 
terms irrefragable truths. Go and ſhew John 
again thoſe things which ye do hear and ſee; 

the blind receive their fight, and the ame 
walk; the lepers are cleanſed, and the deaf 
hear; the dead are raiſed up, and the poor 
have the goſpel preached unto them, 


Pauſe a little on the expreffion—the poor 
| have the goſpel preached unto them. Philo- 
ſophers have ſptung at different periods, who 
have preached leſſons of morality to humanize 
their fellow- creatures; but thoſe leſſons were 
too ſubtle, too abſtracted, and too refined for 
the comprehenſion of the common people. 

| Theſe 
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Theſe learned men beſides, were too apt to 
pay exceſſive deference to princes, and to the 
rich and . honourable of the earth. Their 
_ Intereſt and happineſs was peculiarly conſulted, 
while the poor were left to wander in the 
deſert of paſſion, and error. Nay, poverty was 


branded with a mark of diſgrace amang ſome | 


antient nations. 


Chriſt therefore gave as firong a proof of 


his being the true Meſſiah, by preaching the | 


_ goſpel to the poor, as by the miracles he 
wrought in healing the various diſeaſes which 
depopulate the earth, and. raiſing the dead 
from the grave. If he preached the goſpel to 
the poor, then moſt aſſuredly his kingdom was 


not of this world. They who are ambitious 


of honour. in the court of kings, flatter the 
paſſions and propenſities of the great. The 
poor, caſt as they are at a diſtance from high 
fortune, and terreſtrial glories, have no intereſt 
to procure honours for other men, and of con- 
ſequence are held in low eſtimation. But the 
bleſſed Son of God would draw no line of 
diſtinction between the poor and the rich. 
The univerſal ſalvation of mankind was the 


prime 


as, 


— © 
* 


4 


. — 
— — 


r n 
- 0 — 2 — — — 
* 1 % 
3 * CLEA 
Sy ry = « 


— nn. 
— "XY; 


* = 
1 . = 
o 1 * 
— 
N tu 
* 
R 2 
5 
j 
# of * 
1 
7 1 
> k * 45 
"*p#* 
© * 4 ho 
F 
o 
" | 
1 
by - 
| 
ad 
os ©, 
Wh LOG 
2 
| # 
" 
* 
j 
* * 
N „ 
1 
A " 
F „ 
| * i 
* 5 g 
4 * 
ee 
#: 
7 
— * 
47 
14 4 +2. 
1 — 
11 
Ee 
N k , 
2 t 1 
1 
. — 
1 
9 
7 
. 
7 


2 . 
a —. * 
by a” =_ 


8 SERMON vn. 


prime deſire of his benevolent mind. Un- 
dazzled by fplendor, and by ſtate; by the 
| pomp of heraldry ; the blaze of power, or any 
other variable diſtinction, he communicated 
his ſablime doctrines impartially to all. The 
high and the low were equally the objects of 
his tender care. His ſpeech was like the dew 
of the morning, which diſtils, in ſofteſt _ 
nouriſhment, on the lofty mountain, and the. 
lowly vale. How beautifully does Iſaiah mark 
his paſtoral care: he ſhall feed his flock like a 
ſhepherd : he ſhall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his boom; and ſhall 
gently lead thoſe that are with young. 


Men as they come from the forming dos 
of their Creator are equal. The diſordered 
paſſions of mankind have introduced that vaſt 
diſproportion which now reigns in the ſocial 
world. I do not pretend to decry it. The 
| Jaws of good order demand a regular ſubor- 
dination among the creatures of God, It 
mankind were all placed upon the ſame level, 
the earth, corrupted as it is, would very ſoon 
become a den of confuſion. Men are endowed - 
with a variety of talents and capacities; it is 
: therefore 
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therefore neceſſary, to the good of the ſyſtem, 
that ſome ſhould. poſſeſs more abundantly, the 
riches. of this world; that others ſhould im. 
prove, their brethren, by their knowledge and 
genius; and that others again ſhould labour 
for; their ſubſiſtence in the / Summers heat, and 
the Winter's- could. v But if they, whom we 
denominate the poor, from matives of fitneſs 
hard condition, let them have a right: to claim. 
| We muſt recollect, that the poor members of N 
Jeſus Chriſt have a ſoul to ſave; that they are 
beirs of immortal happineſs; and that a time 
will arrive, when, if their actions be approved 
by the eternal Judge, their heads ſhall be 
circled with as bright a, diadem of glory, as 
that of the greateſt, monarch en ever NE 
the, ſceptre of docninion. 44. 


On a ſuperficial view of things, we are apt 
to wonder, that any. evil ſhould-be found in 
the works of eternal wiſdom; but a deeper 
inũght into the ſubject will vindicate the ways 
of God to man. Look back tocthat fortunate 
period when primeval innocencè was unſtained 
wn _ Wende dos ONE EY proge- | 


nnn TH 
nitors of tnankind, as we ate taught by the 
Moſaic hiſtory, placed in the delightful Ader 
of Eden, led a life undiſturbed by guilt, and 
unclouded by care. They led the life of 
angels. No tempeſt, no heat, no cold, no 
thirſt, no hunger were experienced by the 
dlameleſs pair. The ſky was ſerene, the air 
fweet and wholeſome, and the earth without 
culture, brought forth ſpontaneouſly the con- 
veniencies' of life. The glorious ſpirits did 
not then diſdain to deſcend from heaven, and 
hold familiar converſe with Adam, as with 
their equal. The voice of God was often 
beurd in the twflight of the evening, or walk- 
ed on" the breeze of the morning. Peace like 
à dove ſat brooding on the face of the earth. 

In fine, nothing which fancy could deviſe, and 
infinite wiſdom provide, was neglected to com- 
. * OP" of our * Os 


Thos it appears, that a world 00 ae 
and depraved as the preſent, was not ſo at the 
creation. God is not the author of evil. 
Death and miſery now triumph in the earth; 
but they: found entrance through the fault of 
rebellious man. This is the fountain, whoſe 
ceams, deſcending through the courſe of a ages 


to 
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to lateſt poſterity, have poiſoned our happineſs, 
Hence ever fince have floated on the troubled 
ſurface, afflictions, fatigues, hardſhips, ſorrows, 
poverty, and death, the progeny of fin, and 
* ertinction of the human life. 


But this tate of things is not everlaſting. 
A great revolution at the end of time, will 
reſtore the world to its primitive purity and 
perfection. This wiſe decree of Providence 
will bave its full effect at the appointed hour. 
It became in the mean time conſiſtent with the 
goodneſs and mercy of God, to ſend the great 
inſtructor, that his poor ignorant children 
ſhould receive the conſolations of the holy 
ſpirit; that they. whoſe lot had fallen on the 
rough paths of life ſhould hear the goſpel, 
which might train them in the proper line of 
duty, and diſcover to their deſpairing hopes 
the proſpet of a | better life in a e 
kingdom. | 


The merciful Redeemer was aware of theſe 
circumſtances ; and, therefore, with indefa- 
tigable zeal, he announced the tidings of ever- 
laſting peace to the wretched and illiterate 
multitude, whom he found, at his coming, as 
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ſheep ae A ſhepherd. He ddiverdd his 
new and 1 important doctrines on the perfections 
N of God, on moral virtue, on eternity and 
Judgment, in the ſimpleſt language, calculated 4 
to impreſs the meaneſt capacities, and to affect ; 
| a moſt vulgar hearts. 


1 Spbülk die man of thi world; whoſe indy 
is captivated” by earthly magnificence, harangue - 
on the nature of true happineſs, he would 
| pronounce” the lords of” palaces, and extenſive 

domains, happy. Wealth, no doubt, when 
inffecnced” by virtue and Religion, g guides te 
bappiheſs, and is truly deſirable. But e = 
ternal appeWance alone would decide the p 


in ſuch a man's opinion. Net lo the bleſſed 

Jil.——fHe | knew much better. the real i intereſt 
of mankind ; and. his definition of true hap- 
piticſs is extremely different. None are ex- 
cluded from it—for all ranks and orders may 
cultivate the virtues that lead to its beauteous 
gates. Bleſſed, ſays he, in bis exquiſite ſermon 
on the mount, bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Bleſſed 
are the meck, for they ſhall inherit the earth. 
Bleſſed | are they which do. hung er and thirſt 
alter righteouſneſs for they "bat be filled. 

Blefled 
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Bleſſed are the merciful for they ſhall obtain 
mercy. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they 
ſhall. ſee God. Bleſſed are the peace-makers, 
d for they ſhall be called the children of God. 
| Now this is all very plain, The moſt illite- 
rate underſtanding may comprehend theſe ſalu- 
tary truths. The virtues here recommended 
are humility, meekneſs, righteouſneſs, mercy, 
purity, and brotherly kindneſs : which virtues - 
whoſoever tranſcribes into his life and converſa- 
tion, he ſhall moſt. certainly attain the pro- 
miſed bleſſings, and rejoice for evermore, whe- 
ther he be bond or free, or rich and poor. 


To preach the goſpel to the poor was a 
favourite occupation of our adorable Redeemer. 
That all ſhould know God from the greateſt to 
the leaſt, was the object of his unwearied la- 
bouts in the miniſtry; was the moſt fervent 
with of his amiable heart, We find. him 
therefore inſtructing the multitude, not in ab- 
traced ſpeculations. about the eſſence of the 
ſoul, or the myſteries of the incomprehenſible 
God; not in a high-flown language, and 
pompous metaphors, but in profitable truths, 
delivered in plain familiar terms, or conveyed 
through the. moral of inſtructive ſimilitudes. 


I We 
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We find him again converſing with ſinners; 
for as he affectionately expreſſes it, he was ſent 
to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael, And 
thus he gives a liberal invitation to all ; Come 
unto me all ye that travel and are heavy laden, 
and ] will refreſh you. 


Farther, to preach the goſpel to the poor 
was a taſk well ſuited to' his gentle and com- 
paſſionate nature, It is recorded by the Evan- 
geliſt, that when he ſaw the multitude without 
bread in the wilderneſs, his ſympathizing heart 
was touched with pity. If he felt fo deeply 
for the natural, how muſt he feel for the ipi- 
ritual wants of the race of men. And with 
what an infinite affiduity did he apply his en- 
deavours to heal and remove them? No 
words that I can offer will delineate this part 
of his character ſo truly as the following; the 
ſpirit of the Lord God is upon me, becauſe 


the Lord has appointed me to preach good 


tidings unto the meek ; he hath ſent me to 
bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captive, and the opening of the priſon 
to them that are bound; to proclaim the ac. 
ceptable year of the Lord, and to comfort all 


that mourn. 
The 
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The ſtate of mankind when Jeſus Chriſt 
deſcended to redeem us was truly deplorable, 
The night of ſpiritual ignorance and fantaſtic 
ſuperſtition had overſpread the nations of the 
earth, The features of thoſe dark ages are 
marked by oppreſſion, cruelty, and revenge. 
The exprefſions employed by the apoſtle to the 
Romans are not aggravated when he deſcribes 
them being filled with all unrighteouſneſs, 
| fornication, wickedneſs, coveteouſneſs, malici- 
ouſneſs, full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, 
malignity, whiſperers, backbiters, haters of 
God, deſpiteful, proud, boaſters, inventors of 
evil things, diſobedient to parents, without 
_ underſtanding, covenant. breakers, without na. 
tural affection, implacable, unmerciful, The 
poor of that unenlightened period, were in a 
degree not much removed from the beaſts of 
the foreſt ; unprotected, friendleſs, bereft of all 
comfort, void of all knowledge, they lived un- 
happy, and- they died without hope, In 
ſhort, they knew not God; F#—and no elo- 
quence can ſpeak more forcibly the wretch- 
edneſs of any people, 


* See Forſter's Sermons, vol, i, page 255. 
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Here then the interpoſition of Chriſt was 
moſt neceſſary, to give human nature an idea 

of its true dignity, to teach a pure Religion, 
and to diſcover the proſpect of immortality. 
The poor had a peculiar concern in this 
gracious revelation, cendemned to want and 
labour all the days of their life, it muſt im- 
preſs their mind with infinite pleaſure to re- 
flect, that an eternal period ſhall be affixed 
to their ſufferings; and they ſhall exiſt in a 
ſtate of calm tranquillity, which, like mount 
Sion, ſhall never be removed. In the times 
above deſcribed, death was the utmoſt boun- 
dary of the wretch's hope; but now he reads 
in the oracles of the holy Jeſus, that a happier 
country lies beyond the ſhore of the grave; 
here God ſhall condu him to living foun- 
tains of water, and wipe away all tears for 
ever from his eyes. Let the Chriſtian often 
- revolve thoſe ſublime expectations, and he will 
hardly repine at poverty, or feel a moment's 
uneaſineſs at the ſcorn of the towering proud, 
when he remembers, that the levelling hour 
is ſaſt advancing, when pride muſt drop from 
the highcſt elevation into the houſe of death ; 
and, that before God, the diſtinctions which 
exalt ſo many of his fellow-creatures above 
him, 
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him, are of no avail; but the maſter and the 
ſervant are regarded with an equal eye. Thus 
did our Saviour bring life and immortality to 
light, through the goſpel which is preached, 
and excites joy, hope, and comfort in the 
boſom of the religious poor. You ſee, ſays 
the eloquent St. Paul aftet his manner, that 
not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many 
mighty, not mapy noble ate called; but God 
hath choſen the fooliſh Ws: of t the world to- 
confound the wiſe: 

Thus you Kr take the ſubje& in any point 
of view, and you will contemplate. a Religion 
which ſpeaks peace and comfort to the troubled 
in heart; you will ſee that wiſdom from above 
Which is pure, then gentle, eaſy to be en- 
treated: you will obſerve, to your inexpreſ- 
ſible joy, that the pooreſt, and leaſt-accounted 
of the children of men, if his heart be ani- 
mated by the goſpel virtues, may approach 
the moſt high God with the ſame eaſe as the 
greateſt of mankind. Princes, though mortal, 
like the moſt inconſiderable of their ſubjects, 
are difficult of approach; much interceſſion, 
much form and ceremony lead to their pre- 
ſence. But the car of God is e open 
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to the ſupplication of the humble Chriſtian. 
The infinite adorable Father! the Lord of 
time and eternity, whom the heaven, and the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain, will humble 
himſelf to behold the things of the earth; 
will ſtoop to the prayer of his penitent crea- 
tures. He requires no other ſacrifices than the 
tears of a repenting heart. The ſacrifices of 
God are a broken ſpirit ; a broken and a con- 
trite heart; O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe. _ 


You are then much enlightened, ye poor 
diſciples of Chriſt, much comforted amid the 
labours, hardſhips, and afflictions of a totling 
life. You have heard the welcome found of 
the goſpel. How beautiful, exclaims the 
Prophet, are the feet of thoſe that preach the 
goſpel of peace! Thoſe beautiful feet have 
trode in your habitations, and announced the 
glad tidings of ſalvation, You are no longer 
the forlorn, the rejected, the deſpicable out- 
caſts, but the children of God, and coheirs 
with Chriſt, The diſtinctions which now 
ſeparate you from your more opulent brethren 
are temporal, and temporal objects melt, like 
the gliding vapour, at the dark hour that 
buries in eternal 3 all the pomp of vanity. 

We 
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We ate all equal in the goſpel; none is 

ſuperior to another, Great then are your 

preropatives, - and much is expected from your 
knowledge, The fountains of grace are open 
—do _ en rs 0 taſke the 17 wave. 


Bot what well 1 ſay ? You' enjoy't the Uebe 
and knowledge of the aper and you turn 
that light, that knowledge to your deſtruction. 
You are told, that the fruit of the ſpirit is 
love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, | gentleneſs, 
goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance: and 
you follow the works of the fleſh, which 
are adultety, fornication, uncleanneſs, hatred, 
laciviouſneſs, drunkenneſs, revellings.' Believe 
me, the gentiles, who knew not God, ſhall be 
preferred in the day of judgment to this obſti- 
nate, and voluptuous generation, Woe unto 
thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethfaida ! 
for if the mighty wotks that have been done 
in thee, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in ſackcloth 
and aſhes. Ah, Chriſtians, this is not the 
my to EN your calling and election ute! 


Catry your ideas forward into eternity, 


Imagine that we all ſtand at the judgment 
DN 4 | ſeat 
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ſeat of Chriſt; your paſtors and yourſelves 
aſſembled before the Lord of the univetſe, 
and a voice proceeding from the throne of 
God, and demanding an account of our mi- 
niſtry. What anſwer could we make? 0 
| everlaſting God! we taught them in the 
| moſt earneſt manner; we, implored, we 
| exhorted them by all the motives which can 
work on the heart of man; we exerted the 
utmoſt of thoſe abilities which thou hadſt 
entruſted to our ſpheres ; we told them of 
thy terrors and mercies; we deſcribed, the 
love of thy dear Son, and preached the 
goſpel terms of ſalvation; but, alas! they 
were deaf to every perſuaſive argument. O! 
my brethren, muſt your miniſters, who 
: have been jealous over you , with, a godly 
7 jealouſy, who have loved you as their own 
. ſouls; muſt they ſee you rejected, and caſt 
from the preſence of God in the realm of 
outer darkneſs. 


| Far different be your lot, my beloved 
audience. If there be any conſolation in 
Chriſt, if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, if any 
bowels and mercies, fulfil ye my joy by your 
ſte adineſs in that Religion which is the life 

of 
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of the ſoul; ſo ſhall I indulge, and with 
great reaſon, the fondly-pleaſing hope of 
meeting you all in the number of the re- 
deemed, when the laſt trumpet ſhall have 
called you from your graves, Thrice happy 
day! when Chriſt ſhall have gathered the 
Ele& as one flock, under one ſhepherd, and 
God ſhall be all in all. Amen. 
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The law was given by Moſes, but race and 
P truth came by Fe eſus C ch, 


T is an infirmity to which mankind in 

general are liable, that early prejudices 

are implicitly followed, and give the caſt 
to every tranſaction of their life. The truth 
is, the mind once tinged with popular, and 
univerſally received notions, acquieſees in them 
through indolence, or for want of capacity, 
forbears to puſh. its enquiries, and bring them 
to the tribunal of reaſon. Syſtems beſides, 
which have the ſanction of antiquity, and 
haye been lineally tranſmitted through ſucceſs 
five generations, grow ſacred and venerable; 
| Now, to moſt of theſe cauſes it is owing, that 
multitudes 


n VIII. 
multitudes have the bigheſt reverence for Chriſ- 


tianity, and profeſs themſelves its votarics, 
without. being in the leaſt acquainted -with 


the foundation of their belief: multitudes, I 


mean, to whom nature has not been niggard 
of her talents. As to the poor and unlearned, 
who have neither abilities of leiſure to examine 
the truth, they muſt depend on the fidelity 
and knowledge of their teachers. 5 


1177 51 
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I propoſe then, in the following diſcourſe, 
to conſider ſome of the proofs which ſupport 
the Chriſtian Religion, from the birth to the 
death of its bieped author. 


The text, in the firſt place, demands ſome 
explanation. The law was given by Moſes, 
but grace and truth came by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Delivered from the mouth of the Deity, the 
Moſaic diſpenſation” claims a facred origin, 
The laws preſcribed to the obſervance of the 
Hebrews, were dictated to Moſes by the God 


of heaven, who condeſcended to be ſtyled the 
God of. their Fathers, Abraham, Iſaac, and 


Jacob. What need, then, of another revela- 
tion? Shall it be preſumptuouſly argued, that 
mw has done _ thing in vain ? that his will 

once 
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once made Unown, could be ſuperſeded by a 
more perfect declaration? that any ceremonies, 


or modes of worſhip by him once eſtabliſhed, 


could be abrogated and overthrown ? This 
manner of reaſoning is ſpecious, but not agree- 
able to the uſual procedure of the Divinity. 
Progreſſive in his diſpenſations, the Almighty, 
at ſundry periods, has communicated the 
knowledge of himſelf to his creatures. The 
human mind was not, at all ſeaſons, prepared 
to receive it. As, if the ſun ſhould riſe all 
at once in meridian ſplendour, the earth would 
lack the nutriment of the refreſhing dews; fo 
if the declaration of the goſpel- truth had 
been inſtantaneous, the ſudden blaze might 
have oppreſſed the feeble underſtanding, not 
regularly diſpoſed for ſo great a revolution. 
Suited to the experience of the time, as it 
appears from the temper of the Jewith nation, 


the Moſaic law was productive of the utmoſt 


utility. But as its influence was reſtrained to 
a peculiar people, univerſality and eternal dura- 
tion were not its properties. The purpoſes 
of its inſtitution once completed, another reve- 
lation more clear and general became neceſlary ; 
the ſtate of * demanded it ba 
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Predetermined in the counſels of God, ar- 
rived at length the fortunate period which 
gave to the world a Meſſiah and a Saviour. 
A general and eager expectation prevailed, at 
that time, of the arrival in the world of ſome 
great perſonage, whoſe ſuperior wiſdom ſhould 
enlighten mankind in the things pertaining 
to the ſupreme God, and make a more 
ample diſcovery of another life than had 
hitherto been compaſſed by natural reaſon. 
The philoſophers, and learned men, were in 
poſſeſſion of this idea; and the heathen oracles 
were not filent on the ſubject. The Jewiſh 
Seers, whoſe writings bear every token of a 
ſupernatural infight into futurity, ſome by 
well-adapted allegories, and others by diſtinctly 
ſpecifying the end of his miniſtry, pointed out 
the Redeemer to their own times, ſome 


hundred years before the event. Led by a 


chain of prophecies to expect this ſignal in- 
terpoſition from heaven, the Jews, and other 
nations“, who from their intercourſe with the 
Jews, became converſant in their writings, 


* Vide a moſt judicious and inſtructive Sermon on 
the ſituation of the world at the time of Chriſt's appearing, 
by the learned and elegant Dr. Robertſon, 


Vide alſo Horne's Sermons, vol. i. page 372, 
| were 
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were anxious for the ſigns of his coming. 
Mens expectation thus awakened, the human 
mind thus ptepared with the niceſt art, and 
every circumſtance properly diſpoſed by in- 
finite wiſdom, Chriſt appeared. 


Born from the womb of an immaculate 
virgin, his entrance into the world diſplayed 
the agency of an Almighty Power, and exactly 
fulfilled the prediction of the heaven- taught 
Ifaiah. A virgin ſhall conceive and bear a 
ſon. The viſion of an angel revealed to the 
ſhepherds, during the night, in the open fields, 
and his gracious words; unto you is born in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is Chriſt 
the Lord: and the multitude of the heavenly 
hoſt heard to praiſe God, and ſay, glory 
to God in the higheſt; and on earth peace and 
good-will toward men ;—ſentiments of the 
tendereſt benevolence, and worthy of angels, 
_ were ſo many ſtupendous proofs that ſome 
extraordinary Perſon, ſuperior to the race of 
mortal men, was at that time produced' in 
the world. The ſhepherds ran immediately 
to communicate the glad tidings: now here 
was no foundation to ſuſpect a fraud: the 
ſhepherds, remarkable, as it is natural to 

ſuppoſe, 


the Epiphany. 
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ſuppoſe, for the innocence and ſimplicity of 


their manners, could not forge ſo wicked, 
though ingenious, a tale : nor could they have 
any motives to ſpread a falſhood, whoſe in- 
evitable detection would expoſe them to ſcorn, 
and perhaps to puniſhment. 


The arrival of Fan wiſe men, from the 


eaſtern part of the earth, at Bethlehem, is 
the next obſervable circumſtance in the birth 
of Jeſus Chriſt. The learned in the eaſt, it 


is well-known, were fond of philoſophical 


ſtudies; and no branch of ſcience was by 
them more cultivated than aſtronomy. In 
one of their nocturnal lucubrations, they were 


ſurprized with the ſudden appearance of a 
Juminous body in the firmament, which had 
never before offered itſelf to their obſervation. 
Aftoniſhed, * and concluded from i it, that ſome 

reat being was come into the world to benefit 


"mankind, they watched its motions with the 


utmoſt vigilance, and following its progreſs, 
they were led from their native country to 


»The Reader may ſee the reaſon of their forming this 
concluſion illuſtrated by the learned and exemplary Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, Dr. Horne, in his i ingenious diſcourſe on 


Horne's Diſ. vol. i, 


Bethlehem, 


_— 
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Bethlehem, a town of Judea, where the 
ſtrange meteor, which had hitherto conducted 
their ſteps, fixed over a certain houſe, and 
ſoon after diſappeared. They entered, and 
finding an humble child in the Jap of his 
mother, fell proſtrate. at his feet, with every 
token of the profoundeſt adoration, What 
can be. ſaid of this remarkable tranſa&ion ? 
The hiſtory of the world, before or after, 
will not produce, another inftance of a birth 
honoured with ſuch aner and ſupernatural 
diſtinctions. 


The wiſe men having paſſed through Jeru- 
ſalem, and related the cauſe of their journey; 
the ſtory reached the ears of Herod; the flame 
of-jealouſy was kindled in his dark ſuſpicious 
temper; and concluding, that the Meſſiah's reign 
would be temporal, and exclude bis poſterity 
from the throne, he ſent for theſe travellers, and 
by a ſpecies of refined diſſimulation, he bade 
them go and ſearch diligently for the child, and 
when ye have found him, bring me word, 
that I may come and worſhip him alſo; But 
they, admoniſhed by a dream from God, and, 
probably, not unacquainted with the barbarity 
of the vindictive monarch, returned into their 
"FO K country 
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| country 'by another way. The conſequences 
j | juſtified the wiſdom of the meaſure; for 
| Herod perceiving the deception, and deter- 
mined to extirpate this dreadful child, who, 

as he imagined, was to hold the ſceptre by 
the tuin of his family, projected the moſt 
hortid plan that ever bred in the human 
mind. By his order, a band of ruffians was 

diſpatched * to make a general maſſacre of 
every babe fram two years old and under, in 

Bethlehem, and the places adjacent, in hopes 
| to involve him, whom he deemed his future 
3 rival, in the univerſal deſtruction. Vain man 
how weak, | how fruitleſs are thy attempts 
to defeat the purpoſes of eternal wiſdom ! For 
although, according to the melting expteſſions 
of the plaintive Jeremiah, in Rama there was 
a voice heard, lamentation and weeping and 
great mourning, Rachael weeping for her 
children, and would not be comforted becauſe. 
they are not: although thou didſt crop fo 
many ſweet innocents in the firſt opening 
bloſſom; yet he, the Holy Babe, the prime 
object of thy vengeance, was ſecured from 
thy mercileſs hand. The Supreme, who 
\ foreknows every ſcheme of man, had removed 
him from the rn ſlaughter, and 
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Egypt had received the ſacred family. Pre- 
vious to this bloody execution, the Angel of 
the Lord appeareth to Joſeph in a dream, 
ſaying, ariſe and take the young child and 
his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there until I bring thee word; for Herod 
will ſeek the young child to deſtroy him, It 
is not needful, I preſume, to enlarge upon 
this matter; the narrative ſpeaks for itſelf 
without any comment, and proves the cleareſt 
 Interpoſition of providence in the affairs of 
this fiogulac child. 


We are afterwards preſented with an 
extraordinary anecdote of this great perſon, 
by the hiſtorian Luke. He mentions in 
general, that the child grew and waxed ſtrong 
in ſpirit, filled with wiſdom, and the grace of 
God was upon him. He then records that 
this reputed ſon of Joſeph and Mary, at the 
age of twelve, was found by his parents at 
Jeruſalem, fitting among the Scribes and 
Expoſitors of the Moſaic law, aſſembled in the 
portico of the temple, and there anſwering 
all their queſtions, and propoſing others 
himſelf, with that knowledge, acuteneſs, and 
eloquence, as perfectly amazed the learned 
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Rabbi. Now, it may be demanded, whente 
did he acquire a wiſdom ſo much above his 
tender years? a wiſdom which thoſe antient 
Doctors, after a paiaful eee and 


Ir 


the reſt of the poor. Not from education ; 
their. poverty could not afford a teacher tb 
their ſon. But grant it otherwiſe, the un- 
ripened age f twelve could not treaſure up 
io profound a knowledge, nor, have diſplayed 
ſuch abilities and diſcretion in the argument. 
The Evangeliſt bas ſupplied the only and the 
juſt Aer the grace of God was upon him. 
The child therefore, it is added, was the 
darling of heaven and earth, hie encreaſed in 
wiſdom and ſtature, and in favotir with _ 
and man. eee 

From this paid the facial writers give 
no account of the childhood of Chriſt and 
his manner of life,” but they carry us to the 
opening of his miniſtry. He 'probably lived 
with his parents in the intermediate ſpace, 
"filently preparing for the execution of Ws 
approaching office, | 


; * 
* 


15 5 Now 
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Now obſerve, with how perfect a con- 
ſonancy to antient prophecy the ſcene of 
glory is introduced, In thoſe days came 
John the Baptiſt preaching in the wilderneſs 
of Judea, and laying, repent ye, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand, This ap- 
pearance and preaching of the Baptiſt had 
been forctold by the prophets, who charac- 
teriſed him ay the Harbinger of the true 
Meſſiah: and had he not thus appeared and 
preached, the credit of prophecy had been 
deſtroyed, or the perſon who aſſumed the 
name of Chriſt had been an impoſtor. Iſaiah 
| ſpecifies the office of John very diſtinctly, the 
voice of him that crieth in the wilderneſs, 
prepare ye the way of the Lord, make, ſtraight 
Ja the deſart a highway for our God, The 
laſt of the prophets, Malachi, is not leſs 
explicit, when he ſays, behold I will ſend you 
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord, and he 
ſhall. turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
'children, and the hearts of the children to 
the fathers. From the auſterity of his 
manners, his remarkable abſtemiouſneſs, and 
undaunted zeal in the cauſe of God, the 


Boptiſt was called Elijah by Malachi. Here 
K 3 then 
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then the prophecies were exactly fulfilled: 
John prepared the way of the Lord and 
made his paths ſtra ght; he preached re- 
pentance of fins; he ſoftened the hearts of 
many, and converted others; he threatened, 
he exhorted, he rebuked, he encouraged, 
he baptized. Acquainted with the nature 
of his commiſſion, and faithful to his truſt, 
he preached not himſelf, nor made any 
ſelfiſh advantage of the popular applauſe 
and reference ; but with humility acknow- 
ledged that he was only the forerunner of 
a mightier perſon, whoſe ſuperiority over 
him was ſo great, that he was not even 
worthy to unlooſe the Jatchet of his ſhoes, 
And at that inſtant, in the fight of a vaſt 
multitude aſſembled from various motives to 
hear the ſermon of John, came Jeſus to be 
baptized by this eminent teacher of righteouſ- 
neſs. This was the faireſt, becauſe public, 
opportunity of beginning his miniſtry, and 
convincing the world that Jeſus of Nazareth 
was the real Meſſiah, the long- expected 
Saviour. A miracle in confirmation of this 
truth was performed before the multitude : 
the heavens were opened after his baptiſm, 


and the ſpirit of God deſcended like a dove, 


and 
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and lighted upon him; and a voice from 
above, unlike the ſound of human ſpeech, 
was heard to ſay, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleaſed. This was not 
ſecret, nor was it done in a corner; the 
people heard the heavenly voice, and were 

certainly appealed to as judges and vouchers 
of the miracles: ſo that no ſcepticiſm or ca- 
vils can weaken the credit of the relation. 


Thus was the Divinity and Meſſiaſhip of 
_ Chriſt publicly declared by the — authori- 
4 9 8 the voice of Gd. 


And thus having laid before you ſome of 
the moſt material circumſtances which at- 
tended the birth of Chriſt, and his ſolemn 
entrance into the miniſtry, we come now to 
examine 'the manner in which he ſupported 
the character of a Meſſiah and a Saviour, 
ſent from heaven to inſtruct mankind, and 
do die for the fins of all, 


The doctrine which he taught offers itſelf 
in the firſt place to our examination, And 
don is that doctrine but a ſyſtem of Religion 
3944 K 4 and 
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and morals the moſt ſublime, the moſt ex- 
tenſive, and the moſt perfect which the 
world ever heard or read. The reputation 
of Chriſt was in a great meaſure ſtaked on 
his dodtrine ; for if among the repreſen- 
tations which he made of the Deity, ſome 
ideas unworthy of bis ſpiritual nature had 
been expreſſed; if among the various rules 
of moral conduct which he preſcribed, ſome 
unneceſſary and trifling precepts had occurred, 
we ſhould indeed bave allowed him a chief 
rank in the claſs of philofophers, but ſhould 
not have eſteemed him 2 divine inſtructor. _ 
The philoſophers, it is well known, had no 
juſt conceptions of God; and it was uſual 
with - thoſe great maſters of reaſon to apply 
Corporeal appetites and paſſions to the Supreme 
Father of the univerſe. But how did Chriſt 


: illuminate the human underſtanding. on this 


awful ſubje& ! he gave to the Creator thoſe 
attributes which. neceſſatily belong to Omni- 
potence; infinite wiſdom, immutable juſtice, 
unchangeable perfection, conſummate purity, 
and eternal love Ata itſelf through all 
life, ſenſe, and matter. His care over all 
8 un is finely =_ in that beautiful 

: chapter 
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chapter of Saint Matthew, where Chriſt refers 
his diſciples, for the proofs of an cx 

Providence, to the lilies of the field decked 
out, without toiling or ſpinning, in colours 
which not all the ſkill of the painter can 
rival, His paternal affection to the work of 
his hands is alſo well repreſented in the 
tenth chapter of the ſame Evangeliſt, where 
the great Teacher aſſures bis hearers, that 
not even a ſparrow falls to the ground without 
their heavenly father. His retributive juſtice 
is exemplified in that touching p arable of the 
luxurious rich, and the afflicted II where 
he who had proudly ſpurned the ſopplicating 
poor, is after death condemned to endleſs 
woes, and he who had endured the ſharpeſt 
miſeries, is triumphantly carried to the boſom 
of Abraham, and all his calamities are for- 
gotten, His ſaving mercy to the penitent is 
pleafingly ſhadowed out to us by this bleſſed 
Saviour, in that part of Saint Luke, where 
the tender parent embraces and forgives that 
thoughtleſs 'prodigal, who had waſted his 
ſubſtance in riotous living. Theſe are con- 
ceptions of God beyond the power of 
| unafſiſted reaſon ; they, are e ſuch 3 Chriſt 


only, 
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only, the divine inſtructor, could have 
delivered to the world. We muſt therefore 
conclude that his pretenſions to the title of 
the Celeſtial Mefliah, fo far as we have 
. inveſtigated them, are well-founded. 


The attributes of Almighty God being 
thus opened to our knowledge, by what 
manner of worſhip we may beſt pleaſe him 
js the next object of our enquiry. Now 
this is a point on which no human preceptor 
could have thrown the leaſt elucidation, Of 
this truth, alas! the dark ages of heatheniſm 
have afforded to poſterity a melancholy ex- 
perience. What follies, what cruelty are 
diſcovered in the pagan Religion | Not con- 
tented with adoring brute animals, or ſenſe- 
leſs ſtones, ſome nations thought to regain 
the favour of God by immolating their chil- 
dren on the altars of their grim idols. The 
prophet Jeremiah reproaches even the Jews 
with this unnatural cuſtom, who made their 
ſons and their daughters paſs through the 
fire to Moloch. They, who uſed rites leſs 
barbaroug, were as much in darkneſs as to 


the method of rendering God propitious to 


their 


SER MON VIII. 139 
their deſires. Now of this important affair 
Chriſt gives us the moſt exact and authoritative 
information. God, ſays he, is a ſpirit, and 
they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in 
ſpirit and in truth. - Coſtly ſacrifices and 
burdenſome ceremonies are not here enjoined, 
but a heart unſpotted from the world, a pure 
and upright conſcience void of offence towards 


God and towards man. The moſt pleaſing 


ſacrifices he gives us to underſtand, are 
prayer, (of which he has ſet us a fine model 
in his own comprehenſive form,) repentance, 
and holineſs. He teaches us to ſerve God 
with humility, but with ingenuous affiance; 
with reverence, but not with laviſh fear and 
ſuperſtitious horror. He exhorts us to depend 
upon his mercy, to rely upon his good provi- 
dence, and freely open the ſorrows of our 
heart to our Father and Protector. 


Again: The ſuperior excellence of Chriſt's 
morality declares him to be the Meſſiah that 
ſhould come. His precepts are not, perhaps, 
digeſted into a regular body of ethicks, but 
ſcattered in various places of the New Teſta- 
ment, and on ſundry occaſions. Convinced 

1 55 that 
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* its utility muſt be obvious to, euery 


underſtanding, he does not, when he enjoins 
8 rule of action, enforce it with arguments 
to ſhew its propriety, but he delivers it with 
a dignity becoming his office and character. 
This is plainly intimated by St. Matthew, 
at the concluſion of that admirable ſermon 


on the Mount; when Jeſus had ended theſe 


ſayings, - the people were aſtoniſned at his 
doctrine, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the ſeribes, who taught 
with imperfection and: uncertainty, - The 
corrupt paſſions of men are not flattered 
by his doctrine, but combated and reproved. 
The | virtues which render us happy, and 
make this world an emblem of the heavenly 
fe, are encouraged and warmly. recommended 
to our practice. Ambition, a a ſource of un- 
ſpeakable miſchief to the human race; Pride, 
which thinks meanly of others, and exalts 


herſelf above all; ; Revenge; that too often 


bathes her ſavage hands in the blood of her 
fellow - creatures; Cruelty, of unrelenting heart; 
Adultery, defiling that union which the laws 
of God and man have fanQified and honoured ; 
"Forninalid,. 'polluring » that body which the 


. {cri ptures 
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ſcriptures have called the temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; Drunkenneſs, producing rage, blaſ- 
phemy, and quarrels ; | Gluttony, pampered 
With exceſs, which uſes the world to the 
abuſe of it: theſe, under the ſevereſt penalties, 
are prohibited in the morality taught by Chriſt. 
His diſciples muſt ſubdue theſe vile luſts of 
concupiſcence, theſe foul deeds of the fleſh, 
and prevent their encroaching, to the de- 
ſtruction of thoſe nobler virtues of the ſoul, 
which he takes every opportunity of preſſing 
z0me to their hearts. Such are moderation 
* the purſuit of worldly honours; Humbleneſs 
of. Mind, which Tates its own qualities no 
higher | than it ought ; Y Forgiveneſs of Injuries, 
the certain proof of an amiable, diſpoſition, 
which attaches his friends more cloſely to a 
man, and reconciles his moſt bitter enemies ; 
A meek and tender Heart, which renders good 
for evil, and overcomes evil with good; A 
Purity. of Thought and Action, which neither 
meditates nor executes a baſe diſhonourable 
deed ; Sobriety and Abſtinence, which keeps 
the ſpirit free, the mind tranquil and at 
liberty for the refined enjoyments of true 
* and & Md. a diffufive Benevolence, 
- 1 3 
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which reaches to all our ſpecies, to every 
rank, ſect, and condition. No wonder when 
he thus taught them in their ſynagogues and 
Cities, no wonder the Jews ſhould aſk with 
aſtoniſhment, whence hath this man this 
n, and theſe mighty works? 


The unbeliever, 1 know, has made it an 
objection to the excellence of our Saviour's 
morality, that he no where ſpeaks. of private 

friendſhip, or the love of our country*. The 
objection is ſurely unreaſonable; can the heart 
be ſuſceptible of univerſal benevolence and dead 
to the impreſſions of a generous friendſhip ; 
and did he not give an example of patriotiſm 
ſuperior to any precept, when he beheld the 
capital c of his native country, and wept over the 
approaching calamities of i that devored city? 


But the goodneſs of his aa rules was 
not thee only evidence of our Redeemer's 
divine commiſſion. When he came, the 
real ſtate of man after this life ended, was 
unknown. Where did death confign him; 
to a better life, or to the original nothing 
whence he ſprung ? This was a queſtion 


Lord Sbafteſbury CharaQerift. Collins' $ 1 9 80 
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much debated in thoſe times; but all was 
cConjecture, and the hope of another world 
rather floated on the ſurface of the imagina- 
tion, than ſunk deep in the heart“. Yet was 
it not void of uſeful conſequences; for it proves 
that notions of a future life are natural to 
the human mind, and no doubt reſtrained 
many in the paths of virtue. But it was 
ſtill an uncertainty; and the philoſophers, as 
appears from ſeveral paſſages of their works, 
rejected it, becauſe no ſatis factory revelation 
was adduced in its ſupport. The queſtion 
ſtill recurred what became of man after 
this life ended? Now, who but an heavenly 
meſſenger, a perſon ſent from God to reveal 
his gracious will, could anſwer this queſtion ? 
Chriſt was that perſon; Chriſt was that 
heavenly meſſenger who opened the eye of 


reaſon which ſtood trembling and uncertain 
on the ſhore of eternity, by aſſuring her, 
that man was immortal, that the preſent life 
was only the infancy of his being, and that 
he ſhould be advanced to a nobler ſtation 
after death. He alſo declared the teſurrection 
of the body, that amazing doctrine which 
the limited mind is not able to comprehend, 


+ Tully's Firſt Tuſculan Diſputation. g 
TE ut 
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but which nevertheleſs is true as the exiſtence 
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of God. He declared that a day of "final 
acebunt was appointed, when the innumerable 
mültitude of men and women who have 
tived in every age, ſhould rife emancipated 
from the grave, be ſammoned” before the 
throne of Chriſt, and adjudged to everlaſting 
Hiþpinels or miſery, as their religious” or 
wiaked conduct during the poſſeſſion of this 
mortal life ſhall determine their fate. A 
doctrine which  Joſtifies * the economy of 
the Divine Being in the permiſſion of evil“; 
. doctrine as productive of comfort to the 
200d, as of horror to the wicked. And thus 
we ate not bound to our duty by mere 
temporal penalties, but as we value the 
rewards, and dread the puniſhments of 
eternity. sdch ſanctions are wilely held 
"out to promote piety and virtue in the 
world. The generous mind, indeed, will 
turn to God and virtue, influenced only 
by the goodneſs of God, and the lovelineſs 
of virtue; but the wicked, the hardened, 
and. liberal, muſt be n. into religion 
wy the-levereft IMENACES. 


* See Clarke's — of Natural as Revealed 
3 Ee nl 
Such 
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Such is the knowledge with which Chriſt 
enlightened mankind; ſuch is the Religion 
which he publiſhed; a Religion which no 
Philoſopher, or Rabbi, or earthly _ prieſt 
did, or could have promulgated, 


But was the wiſdom of his precepts and 
revelation the only baſis on which this 
adorable perſon reſted the truth of his com- 
miſſion? No—to clear every doubt and 
ſuſpicion, he exerciſed his command over 
nature by reverſing or ſuſpending its ſtated 
laws on particular occaſions. Miracles were 
publicly performed in atteſtation of his divine 
authority: not indeed ſuch magnificent and 
terrific miracles as the Jews beheld in the 
Moſaic day; but ſuch, as being entirely 
calculated to heal the calamities of men, 
were mild and beneficent as the | ſpirit of 
that Holy One, whoſe province it was to call 
the loſt foul to ſalvation, At his approach 
the fick was bleſſed with reviving health; 
the lame ſtarted up and leaped like the 
bounding roe; the ear of the deaf was 
opened; the blind was ſaluted with the 
light of the ſun ; and the dead felt at his 
L | touch, 
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touch, or voice, the genial ſtream of life 
returning to the motionleſs heart; the furious 
tempeſt was calmed at his rebuke; and the 
hunger of five thouſand was appeaſed with 
the ſlender proviſion of five loaves a 

ten fiſhes. 


A more ſtupendous, though leſs public 
miracle was afterwards wrought. Willing to. 
ſhew his diſciples the poffibility of that 
reſurrection he had aſſerted, ſeparating three 
of the moſt zealous and beloved, and retiring 
to a mount, he was transfigured before them 
in a miraculous manner. Clothed with the 
honours of immortality, his carnal body 
underwent a ſudden change; the radiancy of 
his countenance was like the ſun in unclouded 
brightneſs, and his raiment became ſhining, 
exceeding white as ſnow, ſo as no fuller on 
earth can white them. Two celeſtial and 
| beatified perſonages, Moſes the great law- 
giver, and Elias, the powerful prophet, 
appeared to the three diſciples, amid this 
dazzling blaze of glory, engaged with their 
bleſſed Maſter in familiar talk. His paſſion 
and death, his reſurrection, and the advan- 
tages 
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tages which ſhould accrue from them to 
mankind, were the ſubjects of this heavenly 
converſation. Peter, tranſported at the view, 
cried in an extaſy to Jeſus, Maſter, it is good 
for us to be here; and let us make three 
tabernacles, one for Thee, one for Moſes, and 
one for Ehas. 


The candid mind, I think, muſt acknow- 
ledge, that he who enjoyed ſuch a power 
over the works of nature, was a God upon 
earths His very enemies have made the 
ſame confeſſion: Rabbi, ſaid Nicodemus, 
we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God, for no man can do theſe miracles 
that thou doeſt, except God be with him. 


Laſtly, The unblemiſhed life of Jeſus 


| Chriſt is a conſideration of great weight in 
this argument. Exemplified in his inimitable 
conduct, Religion and Morality receive ad-' 
ditional rays of ſplendor, In every part of 
his behaviour we diſcern that ſelf-denial 
which he preſcribed to his followers, that 
meek diſpoſition, that forgiveneſs of injuries, 
that ſobriety, that tenderneſs, and general 
benevolence, that affability of demeanor, that 
Ll patience, 


"; 
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patience, that goodneſs of heart, carried to 
the utmoſt perfection. Far from convincing 
him of any fin, his enemies, keen- ſighted and 
vigilant as they were, could not reproach 
him with the leaſt imprudence, the leaſt 
indiſcretion, or  foible, St. Paul might well 
propoſe him to the imitation of Chriſtians , 
be ye therefore followers of me, as I alfo 
am of Chriſt, All the godlike virtues and 
excellencies, which ſet a character above 
humanity, were never ſo well pourtrayed 
before, nor ever will again, as at his paſſion 
and death. Heroes have died to ſave their 
country: ſome have periſhed on the field of 
battle; and others have ſhed their blood on 
the ſcaffold in defence of liberty: and yet 
they were only led by the inſatiate thirſt of 
fame, to abridge a tranſitory life, But he, 
though immortal from the beginning, de- 
ſcended voluntarily to this ſtate of humiliation, 
and incited by his tender ſenſibility for our 
Joſt condition, calmly ſubmitted to the death 
of the croſs, that his blood might atone 
for the iniquities of all, and mercy might 
ſpread her healing wings over the forlorn 
creation, And ſo he ſuffered ſpontaneouſly, 
the juſt for the unjuſt, and maintained from 

| < "> ne 
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the firſt to the laſt, that innocence, and con- 
ſiſtency, which evince him to be the Saviour 
of the world, 


Now after this revifion of his doctrine 
and charaQter, I have no need, it is hoped, 
to aſk, who ſay you that he is? You 
are ready to anſwer with Peter, he is the 
Chriſt, the Son of the living God. But may 
I not ſay with Chriſt himſelf, this peoples 
heart is waxed groſs, and their ears are dull 
of hearing, and their eyes they have cloſed. 
We are profeflors of his name, but not 
doers of his word, We love the world 
much better than we do Chriſt, We are 
void of that praiſe-worthy ambition which 
aſpires to the honourable dignity of abſtracting 
itſelf from the ſenſualities of this wretched 
life. We who ought to ſet our affections 
on the things above, are eagerly dealing in 
the vices of a wicked world, or intenſely 
buſied in the little ſchemes of this narrow 
ſcene. Oh! loſt to virtue, loſt to manly 
thought; loſt to the noble feelings of the 
ſoul ! grace and truth, alas! will have come 
in vain: Chriſt will have died, and ſalvation 
will have been proffered to us in vain. | 

L 3 My 
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My brethren, be perſuaded rather to imi- 
tate that plan of ſound Chriſtianity, delineated 
by St. Paul, let love be without diſſimulation; 
abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which 
is good. Be kindly affectioned one to another; 
with brotherly love, in honour prefering one 
another; not ſlothful in buſineſs; fervent in 
ſpirit; ſerving the Lord; rejoicing in hope; 
patient in tribulation; continuing inſtant in 
prayer. Do this before he comes, whoſe fan 
is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge 
his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; 
but he will burn up the chaff with e. 
able fire. Amen. | 
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II. CoxINTHIANS iv. 8. 


Me are troubled on every fide, yet not diſtreſſed; 

0 qe are perplexed, but not in deſpair. 

F our views were not extended beyond 
this ſcene of life, man is a creature 
whoſe ſituation is not very deſirable, 

Pre-eminence in reaſon would only give him 

a pre- eminence in miſery, From this reflection 
a ſtrong argument may be drawn of a future 

immortality. God is juſt; and if his unerring 
wiſdom has appointed a variety of afflitions 

to aſſail us in the journey of life, they are ſo 
many uſeful leſſons to improve and regenerate 
the heart, ſo many kind ſeverities to chaſtiſe 
that immoderate love, which we, too often, 

beſtow on the objects of time and ſenſe, — 4 
to fix the mind by gradual meditation on 
C the 
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the things above, on the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
where all ſorrow, and all misfortune ſhall be 
done away. The afflicted unbeliever, who 
has no expectation of ſurviving after death, 
may vent. his impious murmurs at the, diſ- 
penſations of providence :* while the ſuffering 
Chriſtian, whoſe hopes are founded on the 
rock of ages, will ſooth his drooping ſpirits 
with the ſweeteſt of conſolations, the full 
aſſurance of beholding that righteous day, 
when the cloud of evils, that ſurrounded 
virtue here below, ſhall be for ever ſcattered, 
and her reſplendent form, in robes of unſullied 
hue, ſhall be preſented to her gracious Fathers 
and reap the great reward of all her miſeries 
in his benignant and approving ſmile, | 


Ves, my brethren, in deR calamity, and 
more eſpecially in that fearful moment, when 
all the {kill and affiſtance of human art has 


loſt its influence; when all external conſolation 


fails, ſuch hopes alone can ſuſtain the ſpirits | 
of a dying man. Be faithful unto death, and 


I will give thee a ctown of life. Romembe! 


all the promiſes in the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
conſider that great ſcheme of ſuperlative 
mercy, and your dread of pain, of ſorrow, 

and 
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and of death, will vaniſh, and the fountain 
of your comforts will riſe and be enlarged 


with a full and undecreafing ſtream to all 
eternity. 


Such is the language of Chriſtianity, and 


ſuch are the ſentiments of its votaries. Their 
expectations are founded on the love of Chriſt; 
their conſolations are derived from the ever- 
ſtreaming fountain of redeeming grace, the 
leaſt drop of which is à cordial that can 
ſweeten all their pains and ſorrows. But this 
will better appear on a nearer view of the 
ſubject. Adverſity, Poverty, Sickneſs, and 
Death, are the greateſt evils, which beat 
keen and heavy on the days of life. They 


aſſail us continually from within, 1 from 


without, and throw ſuch bitterneſs in the 
cup of life, that without the promiſe of a 
future ſtate of rettibution, as held forth in 
the ſcriptures, the children of men would 
be inexpreſſibly miſerable, We cannot build 
a moment on the ſtability of human joys. 


The life of man is like ſome days in the 


natural creation, now bright, ſerene, and 
chearful; and now darkened, rough, and 
7" His joys are ſhort and unſubſtantial ; 
| his 
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his pleaſures vain and deceitful. In the 
ſprightlineſs of youth, he is apt to form the 
moſt ſanguine notions of happineſs; age, in 
the mean time, advances; the golden objects 
are not attained; and he is mortified at. a 
diſoovery which might with ſome reflection 
have been made before, that life is full of 
diſappointment and vexation. Even in the 
pureſt and moſt continued ſtate of proſperity, 
there is a perpetual revolution of pleaſure, and 
of pain; af lamentation, and of rejoicings. 
Peace, and anxieties; care, and tranquility 
fucceed one another by a rapid viciſſitude, 
In ſhort, of all human uncertainties, earthly 
happineſs is the - moſt uncertain. To-day, 
we bud, bloſſom, and flouriſh ; to-morrow, 
comes a rude ftorm, and we fall, languiſh, and 
die. Juſt, therefore, is the pathoie concluſion 
of the Plalmiſt ; verily man at his beſt eſtate 
is altogether vanity, The mind will often 
dwell with a pleaſing recollection on the 
innocent amuſements of its infancy, or ſome 
fortunate period of its manhood ; and perhaps 
this pleaſing recollection may be tempered 
with a kind of melancholy, that ſuch en- 
joyments are now no more. But men have 
ſeldom withed to live over their paſt days 
| again. 
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again. Aſk him who has reached the extre- 
mity of age, and is now ready to pay the 
laſt debt of nature, if he would, were it at 
his option, recal the moments that are gone, 
and begin the world anew, He will tell you, 
that life is a repetition of the ſame tedious 
forms, a reiteration of the ſame dull purſuits, 
and that he is ſatiated and weary, So faid a 
wiſe and experienced prophet long ago; the 
days of our years are threeſcore years and 
ten, and if by reaſon of our ' ſtrength they 
be fourſcore years, yet is their ſtrength then 
but labour, and ſorrow, ſo ſoon paſſeth it 
away and we are gone, Where then is our 
ſecurity? Where then are our reſources in a 
world ſo uncertain and fluctuating? Where 
but in the Chriſtian Religion? There be 
many that ſay unto us, who will. ſhew us 
any good? Lord lift thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon us! Teach us by 
attending to the voice of the Goſpel in all 
our crofles and diſappointments, not to de- 
pend on any circumſtance of fortune, or 
earthly glory, but to rely on the near ap- 
proach of that perfect ſtate, where no change 
ot inconſtancy ſhall be found; but every 
pleaſute ſhall be exquiſite and uncloying ; and 
not}: every 


| 
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every ſoul ſhall be ſatisfied with the pureſt, 
moſt ſerene, and everlaſting happineſs. 


If Chriſtianity then be fo efficacious to 
ſoften the lighter calamities, how vigorous 
will be its power, how ſweet and healing 
its influence in the heavieſt, and, without it 


| intolerable ſorrows ! ri 


In poverty it is a ſovereign balm. Poverty 
is no mark of God's indignation; does not 


derogate from the genuine worth of the 


ſoul, or weaken our claim to the inheritance 
of the ſaints in light. That claim is not built 
on any human privilege or title, but on grace 


freely beſtowed, and on our attainments in 


piety. It is a truth enforced in the Goſpel, 
that the virtuous, the believing poor, ſhall 
be called by Jeſus Chriſt the bleſſed of his 
Father : while the rich wicked man, who 
fared ſumptuouſſy every day, ſhall hear the 
ſentence of baniſhment from the- preſence of 
the Lord, and the glory of his power. No 
inquiſition is made after riches in the world 
of ſpirits; the ſole excellence will ariſe 
from the - ſuperior degrees of virtue, God, 


with impartial eye, regards his elected 


children 


( 
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children; fem him thats fer om ine tt 
of glory, unto him that is humbled in du 
and aſhes. | 5 


Do not, therefore, in any circumſtance, do 
not follow the dictates of an Unchtiſtian de- 
ſpondence. Though poverty, with its moſt 
dreaded evils, ſhould ruſh upon thee like an 
armed man; though all nature ſhould look 
black upon thee; though all thy earthly 
friends ſhould deſert thee ip the day of 
utmoſt need; and thou ſeemeſt cut off from 
the number of the happy, like a branch 
ſevered from its parent tree; retain thy 
virtue, a jewel, more to be valued than all 
the wealth and honour in the world, and 
thou art fortunate, thou art rich, indeed * 
Thou haſt, it may be, no comfort from 
abroad? Seek it within thee; ſeek it in 
the retroſpect of a pious life; ſeek it in the 
ſerene and ſelt-applauding conſcience : there 
it will be found, pure, full, and permanent- 
Seek it moreover in the goodneſs and omni- 
potence of thy God. There is one who is 
powerful to ſave, and mighty to uphold. 


* Vide Seed's admirable Sermons, 


Even 
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Even to your old age, faith the Lord, J am 
he, and even to hoary hair 5 ſhall I carry you; 


Again, Be not too precipitate in laviſhing 
thy admiration on the outward appearance 
of thy fellow-creatures. Draw no melancholy 
compariſons between thy poverty and their 
affluence; but remember, that .in every 
ſtation, to be good is to be happy. The 
Pfalmiſt has ſome beautiful paſſages to this 
purpoſe— I have been young, and now am 
old, yet ſaw I never the righteous forſaken: 
As for the ungodly it is not ſo with them, 
but they are like the chaff which the wind. 
driveth away. And in the latter part of the 
thirty-ſeventh Pſalm, he ſays, I have ſeen 
the wicked in great power, and ſpreading 
himſelf like a green bay-tree, Yet he paſſed 
away, and lo he was not; yet I ſought him, 
but he could not be found. 


Be patient then, kiſs the ſacred rod of thy 
chaſtiſement, and hope with humility, till the 
great day of retributive juſtice ſhall appear; 
when it ſhall be known that virtue, however 
| degraded while on earth, and miſerable, is 
exalted and glorified in heaven. 

Where 


« 


s E R M O N IX. ty 


Where can a more pointed example of this 
be produced, than is recorded by our Saviour 
in the ſixteenth chapter of St. Luke? The 
rich in the parable was happy; if affluence, 
without virtue, be able to confer happineſs. 
His dreſs was purple and fine linen; and 
the delicacies of nature were ſpread upon 
his table. The beggar, Lazarus, to human 
apprehenſion, was the moſt forlorn and 
wretched of beings. Diſeaſe, and poverty, 
in their complicated and terrible forms, were 
his ſad portion. He ſolicited relief from the 
ſuperfluity of his wealthy neighbour ;—nay 
he deſired to be fed with the crumbs which 
fell from the rich man's table. The latter 
unfeeling and hard-hearted, denied that ſcanty. 
boon. Now obſerve the conſequences, And it 
came to paſs that the beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels into Abraham's boſom. 
The rich man alſo died. But the de- 
ſcription of his ſtate after death-—how tre- 
mendous, and how awful! And in hell he 
lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and 
fſeeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
boſom. And he cried, and faid, Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and ſend 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his 

| finger 
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finger in water and cool my tongue, for 1 
am tormented in this flame. But Abraham 
ſaid, ſon, remember, that thou in thy life- 
time, receivedſt thy good things, and Lazarus 
evil things; but now he. is comforted, and 
thou art tormented. 


But, it may be, you are raiſed above the 
evils of poverty, and your circumſtances ate 
eaſy—yet ſickneſs is your unhappy lot. The 
materials, which compoſe our frail tabernacles, 
are corruptible, and decay every moment. As 
the corn yields to the ſickle, as the tender 
leaf is ſwept away by the rapidity of the 
autumnal ſtorm, thus fade youth and health 
at the approach of languor and ſickneſs. 
Theſe formidable enemies of the human 
frame, can bow the ſtrong and valiant to 
the ground with the ſame facility as they 
demoliſh the moſt aged and feeble, Doſt 
thou confide in health? Health may be 
| deſtroyed by a thouſand accidents; and is 
therefore a precarious tenure, Or doſt thou 
truſt in thy blooming youth? Thou art 
not ſafer than a drowning man, who catches 
at a reed to preſerve his endangered life, 


'Youth is not more ſecure from diſtempers 
than 


RR I 


than declining age. Dwell much on theſe 
reflections; and ſhould ſome fatal ſickneſs 
overtake thee at that period, when thy warm 


imagination had pictured years and years of 


exquiſite happineſs in the ſocial life, thy 
hopes will be leſs mortified, and thy expec- 
tations leſs diſappointed, Full many a bud 
that was fair and Jovely to the eye, and 
gave the promiſe of a beautiful maturity, 
has died on the ſtalk, and loſt its balmy fra- 
grance. Others, like thee, have ſuffered, 
and millions till ſuffer, In the midſt of life 
we are in death, 1 


If thine be one of thoſe rapid diſtempers 
which cut the thread of life aſunder, and 
conduct us to the tomb with little warning, 
while the lamp ſtill glimmers in the ſocket, 
and the blood ſtill circulates to thy heart, 
humble thyſelf under the mighty hand of 
God; be perſuaded that all things work 
together for thy good. Thy longer conti- 
nuance among us is prevented, no doubt, for 
the wiſeſt purpoſes. Was thy former life 
ornamented with Religion, Charity, Meckneſs, 
and Humility ? Thy ſucceeding days might 
M 


have 
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3 been ok 1 the contraſt to, , thoſe, 
ſhiving, qualities, by impiety, avarice, 17 
and haughtineſs, Thou mighteſt have diſho-. 
noured thy Reedeemer by... Weng, adyocate. 


in the caule of infigelity; 2 fa faſhjon tog Pies. 
valent, alas | in theſe modern, times 3 3, and, run, 
a career of vice, and died at laſt in all the. 
horrors of unrepented wickedpels ; J A conſcience, 
ſtung with anguiſh, ang. a ſoul endangered. 
But now removed in, early youth from the. 
coming evil, thy ſpirit, yet unpollutęd, is cop-, 
veyed to that celeſtjal abode, where no, fin and. 
no fenen ſhall invade thee LY 


But ſuppoſe thy diſtemper be of a eee 


gh 


nature, preſenting, to, thy, yew, the, gha tl 


of terrors. | Rouſed by the, gradual approaches. 
of diſſolution, the foul. is better diſpoſed to. 
meditate on eternity. This ſolemn, interval 
between life and death, may, be dedicated, to 
repentance and Eee The _ 
of the world may ceaſe to influence the heart ; 
and the fumes of vayity may be diſperſed by. 
the awful, ſound that calls thee. to the grave. 
Reflections on the goodneſs of thy Saviour, will 

animate 
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animate thy hope, and ſmooth the bed of pain. 
In all the changes of thy temporal exiſtence, 
whether in the ſickneſs of thy youth, or the 
languiſhing decays of thy trembling age 
repoſe thy confidence in that God, who will 
not quench the ſmoaking flax, nor break the 


bruiſed reed, Truſt thou in God, who is not 


a man that he ſhould lie, nor the ſon of 
man that he ſhould repent ; but all whoſe 
promiſes are yea and amen. Truſt thou in 
God, and theſe light afflictions that were but 
for a moment, ſhall have worked for thee a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory “. 


Such are the glorious and ſublime doctrines x 


of Chriſtianity! They teach us, by ſupporting | 


the miſeries. of our fallen ſtate, to improve 
them into bleſſings, and ineſtimable advantages. 
Ia this light it will be good for us to have 
been afflicted. 


And this leads me to mention their cowar- 
dice and impiety, who, inſtigated by a falſe 
point of honour, by the dread of poverty, by 


Vid. An excellent Diſcourſe of Bp. Smaldridge on this 
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the loſs of fortune, by the keen touches of 
conſcience or other adverſities, diſengage them- 
ſelves from the burden of life by the deiperate 
| ſtroke of ſuicide. Unhappy men! who lend 
an eager ear to the fatal propoſition : cutſe 
God and die ;—but forget that wiſe, that 
heavenly reply ; What ? Shall we receive good 
at the hands of God, and 92 we not re- 
ceive evil? | 


But laſtly, The Chriſtian Religion will be 
found moſt neceſſary at the laſt ſage of life, 
Muſt J (would a man of the world exclaim 
on his death-bed) muſt I no longer view the 
pleaſant light of the ſun; no longer breathe 
the ſweet and wholeſome air; no longer walk 
among the delightful works of nature ; muſt I 
forego the pleaſures of friendſhip ; the ſocial 
converſation, and bid a long adieu to every dear 
relative; muſt theſe eyes, alas! be cloſed in 
everlaſting darkneſs; and this body — muſt it 
be ſtript of its ornaments, and deſcend cold 
and naked to the grave? * Death is a dread- 
ful confideration—Yes—To. thee, peradven- 


| # Vide Woollaflon's Religion of Nature Delineated. 


ture, 
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ture, who haſt never conſidered its happy 
conſequences. But not to the real Chriſtian; 
not to the diſciple of the holy Jeſus. Far 
other proſpects dawn upon his foul, With 
full reliance on the mediation of his Saviour, 
he already ſees the gates of Paradiſe open, 
and anticipates by faith that fulneſs of joy, 
and thoſe rivers of pleaſure; which flow for 
thoſe who have obeyed the Goſpel in purity. 
T hele expreſſions arm his breaſt againſt the 
king of terrors. I will ranſom them from 
death, I will redeem them "On the power 
of the grave. 


Chriſtianity, my brethren, will alſo teach 
us a leſſon of fortitude when death ſhall 
deprive us of our parents, wives, huſbands, 
and children, To weep on theſe ſorrowful 
events is natural to affectionate and tender 
hearts: but to fink depreſſed at the blow, 
abandotied to deſpair, as men without hope, 
is a ſpecies of diſtruſt in the providence of 
God, Do they not reſt from their labours ? 
Are they not bleſſed, becauſe dead in the 
Lord? When you bend over the tomb of 
ſome departed friend, the laſt words that 
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duſt to duſt convey, and aſhes to aſhes, might 
touch the ſurvivors with melancholy deſpon- 
dence; but how ſpeaks the concluding ſen- 
tence? In full and certain hope of the 
reſurrection to eternal life through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall change our vile body, 
that it may be like unto his glorious body. 
We too muſt follow them. We too muſt 
reſt in that deep filence where thoſe lamented 
friends are gone before : but we ſhall riſe to- 
_ gether at the appointed time, and no accident 
ſhall break our eternal union. We may reap 
ſome inſtruction in this matter from the 
vegetable world, which preſents us with 
various emblems of our own reſurrection. 
The flower, which is defaced by the cold 
of winter, reviyes, and is damaſked by the 
genial return of ſpring. The grain we truſt 
to the ground, is matured by the ſeaſons, 
and raiſed from the boſom of the earth in a 
different, more beautiful, and lofty form, 


Be theſe reflections, then, our encouragement 
among all the viciſſitudes which the children 
of men - muſt undergo, more or lefs, during 
their abode in this et region. Indeed, the 

FEA f lighteſt 
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Vighteſt review of the world will immediately 
convince us, that a reſurrection, and a day 
of final account muſt of neceſſity happen *. 


Look round the world, and what a fake of 
| miſery i is opened to the view. How many feel 
this very moment, all the ſad variety of pain; 

what ſtreams of blood are laviſhed to glut 
the ambition of earthly monarchs; men no 
better than the poor victims ſo miſerably 
facrificed ; how many fink in the devouring 
waves ; ; how many die of penury, and famine, 


how many pine in dungeon glooms, oppreſſed 


with the double load of want and captivity ; 
how many thouſand families have ſcarcely 
food and raiment ; how many poor wretches 
are now living in a ſtate of ſervitude, par- 
ticularly in the colonies abroad; haraſſed 
by their barbarous poſſeſſors, who ſtyle 
themſelves Chriſtians, but are more cruel and 


unfeeling than the Egyptian taſk-maſters ; 


how many ſuffer cold, hunger, and nakedneſs, 
with all the dreadful evils that embitter life. 
Theſe ſeeming inconfiſtencies in the plan of 


* They who wiſh to ſee this argument diſcuſſed, may conſult 
Clarke's Evidences of Natural and Revealed Religion. 
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Providence will be adjuſted at the great day; 
and it ſhall be fully known, that God is 
merciful in all his ways v. This ſentiment is 
pointed out by the Goſpel : he will thoroughly 
purge his floor; he will gather the wheat 
in his garner ; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire. And finally; the 
Saviour ought to be our model in every 
circumſtance of tribulation. The great 
Captain of our Salvation went not up into 
glory without having firſt fuffered. We 
remember the ſcene of his agony on the 
Mount of Olives, fo pathetically related by St. 
Luke. There his affliction was ſo extreme, 
, that his ſweat was, as it were, great drops 
of blood falling to the ground. Now they 
| Who are ſkilled in. the ſtructure of the 
human body affirm, that the moſt acute 
pains alone could produce ſuch uncommon 
effects. Yet, what faith he to the Father ? 
Nevertheleſs, not as I will, but as thou wilt, 


The late Lord Bolingbroke himſelf, notwithſtanding his 
illiberal invectives againſt thoſe who argue for a future ſtate, 
from the irregular diſtribution of good and evil in the preſent, 
acknowledges there is room for much contingency in the phy- 
ſical and moral world; and that outward happineſs, at leaſt, 
may fall to the lot of the wicked, and outward happineſs to 
the lot of good men, Mr, Hume, in his Political and Moral 
Eſſays, has made a ſimilar obſervation. 3 

| Let 
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Let us then, by calmly enduring, riſe 
ſuperior to all the calamities of this paſſing 
life. Compare the miſeries of the preſent 
ſcene with the joys that ſhall be revealed. 
Conceive, if you can, the tranſport that 
would fill the boſom of a man, who having 


led a wretched life in the depth of a 


cavern, is inſtantly admitted to the open 
day, and beholds the ſerene face of the 
ſkies, and the variegated colours of the 
creation. Yet all this will not give you an 
idea of thoſe raptures we ſhall experience 
when the Divine nature is applied to our 
mortal faculties. We ſhall then know theſe 


aſſertions of the ſcripture verified; the ſouls. 


of the righteous are in the hand of God. 
In the fight of the unwiſe they ſeem to die, 
but they are in piece, For though they be 
puniſhed in the fight of men, yet is their 
hope full of immortality. The hope of the 


ungodly is like the ſmoke driven with the 


wind, and. paſſeth away like a ſhadow. But 
the cighteous live for evermore. They ſhall 
receive a glorious kingdom, and a beautiful 
crown from the Lord's hand. Amen. 
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II. CoRINTHIANS v. 10. 


For we muſt all appear before the judgment 
feat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
IF we had nothing to expect beyond the 
I grave, if death were to be the end of 
all, and the foul were mortal like the 
body, the motives to holineſs and virtue, 
drawn from the conſideration of future re- 
wards and puniſhments, would ceaſe to operate 
among the ſons of men. The finner, did 
Preachers inſiſt upon theſe ſubjects, might 
laugh at their declamations, and call their 
doctrine romantic fable. Free from the 
tertor of God's judgment, they might tread 
in 
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in ſecufity the broad-ways of ſin, and plunge 
without controul in every ſenſual indulgence. 


But ſince the caſe is widely different; ſince 
the ſtill ſmall voice of reaſon, and the louder 
and more certain goſpel point to an hereafter ; 
and aſſure us that death is the paſſage to 
judgment and eternity; the moſt ſerious 
attention is due to their arguments who 
would train mankind in the exetciſe of the 
chriſtian virtues for a ſtate of conſummate 
glory, in the paradiſe of God. The text is 
a ſtriking aſſurance of a retributive eternity: 
for we muſt all appear before the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good or 
bad. Thought, full of joy and conſolation 
to the good and juſt; but big with terror 
and confuſion to the hardened and remorſe leſs 
ſinner; againſt whom the gates of the bleſſed 
manſions will be ſhut for ever, 


Death is - the lot of all; the richeſt muſt 
go to the grave in company with the pooreſt 


of mankind. No art of the wiſeſt phyſician 
„ . nn 


can recal the Giri to the lifeleſs body. 
The moment of our departure once arrived, 
however unwilling, however unprepared for 
the ſolemn change, we muſt obey the voice 
of death. We may not ſay to death, go 
thy way for this time, when 1 have a con- 
venient ſeaſon I will call for thee. Death 
is not to be flattered by the moſt ſubtle 
courtier; no excuſe, no denial no evaſions, 
no eloquence, no tears, no ſighs, no entreaties, 
can ſtop his arm. Pomp, grandeur, earthly 
vanity, merit, virtue, beauty, learning, are no 
leſs his prey than poverty, _ CO 
and 1 ignorance, | 


Death, however viewed in the light of 
Chriſtian philoſophy, is nat ſo terrible as it 
generally appears to the ſuperficial appre- 
henſion of worldly men. For what is death 
in reality? A ſeparation of the ſoul and the 
body for a certain time, The body is only 
a frame which contains the ſoul; the foul 
is the vital principle, that animates and ſup- 
ports it; immortal, unchanging. When the 
body weakened by ſickneſs, or impaired by 


855 is no longer capable of entertaining the 
. 
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ſpiritual gueſt; the ſoul releaſed from the 
bands of mortality, flies to the God: wha 
gave it, The body mixes: with its: native: 
duſt, and meets a: long repoſe: from labour 
and ſorrow, till} the time appointed for its 
reunion with the ſpirit, be arrived. The 
curious, and: inquiſitive; mind, always forward 
to pry into the unknown regions of futurity, 
has aſked, and debated the queſtion; with 
great: eagerneſs,, what becomes of the foul: 
during its ſeparation from the body. Various 
are the opinions delivered on this point by, 
learned men. Ingenious, but not convincing; 
ſpeculative, but not ſatisfactory; they, have 


not inſtructed their readers in a doctrine 


which the Goſpel has left unrevealed . The 
ſoriptures only ſay, after. death comes judg - 


ment. The: moſt probable, and leaſt pre- 


ſamptuous- inference which can be made 
from ſuch expreſſions is, that the ſou}, after 
death, is preſented before the tribunal, of 
God, and | hears- the righteous: ſentence im- 


mediately pronounced; then it departs into 


a place of happineſs. or miſery; allotted for 
its abode, until the day of univerſal judgment. 


Not death itſelf, therefore, but its conſe- 
n 


8. E R MON X. we 
quences, ought to be, a ſource of terror 
to, the impious. Theſe. conſequences ought. 
to, make us, very, ſerious and; diligent in. 
the, great buſineſs of Religion; of Religion 
without hypocriſy; of ſanctity without pride; 
of, ſpirituality. without affectation. Of theſe 
conſequences we have ſhort but ſublime de- 
ſcriptions in, the, holy writings; and from 
What, is there mentioned we may in ſome. 
meaſure; conceiye the ale ceremonies. of 
the Judgment, 


8 approaches with great rapidity; 
each year, each month, each day, each hour, 
each moment is preciqus. Hear it, and be 
continually on your guard; let your lamps 
be trimmed, and your loins well girded, for 
the; Son; of Man will come with filence and 
lecregy, as a-thief who robs your treaſure. 
Paſs but a few ſhort fleeting, ages, or years 
perhaps, and the; trumpet, of the great 
Archavggel ſhall ſound to the four corners of 
the, world. Its inhabitants, ſhall hear the 
loud, ſignal, of. the latter day; the dead of, 
the earth and ſea ſhall: awake from their 
0 en of, the grave, and reſume. their 

former 
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former ſhape and” life. But what tongue 
can relate the countleſs multitude? Sects, 
Parties, Religions, Jews, Infidels, Chriſtians, 
Atheiſts, Seeptics, Princes; Conquerors, Mar- 
tyrs, Prieſts; Rich and Poor; | Slaves and 
Tyrants ; | Maſters and Serbants. ſhall be 
mingled together, and thoſe diſlinctions be 
known no more. The appearance of nature 
will be greatly changed, and impreſſed with 
mournful tokens ef its diſſolution. The ſun, 


that cheriſhes, and ſhines around the world 


with ſo much glory, ſhall withdraw his 
light; the moon, whoſe milder beauties 
chear the horrors of night; ihall be turned 
into blood; and * ſtars ner be e 
for ever, | | 


Supported on hy clouds, Gortounded 4 by 
armies of angels, and archangels, of ſaints 
and prophets ; and cloathed in dazzling beams 
of celeſtial glory, ſhall be ſeen the great 
impartial Judge, the Son of God, the Divine 
Jeſus. Then will mankind approach the 
tribunal of Omnipotenee. The judge, with 
candour and impartiality, will examine the 
ſecret and open faults committed by every 

man 
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man in defiance of the light of reaſon, and 
the rules of his Goſpel. The good and the 
wicked he will divide into two claſſes, and 
place the former on his right, the latter on 
his left hand. May we ſuppoſe, without 


preſumption, that he will addreſs himſelf 
to the wicked in the following manner? To 


the proud: — Did I endow you with ſuperior 
talents to exalt and ſet yourſelves above your 
fellow mortals? Was it not your duty to 


confider theſe diſtinctions as the gift of 


heaven, not as a reward of your merit and 
capacity? Woas it not your duty to love and 
protect your brethren; and, by exhibiting a 
-pattern of humility, teach them dependence on 
their e an F ather? 


To the hypocrites ;-—You have mocked and 


degraded my Religion, by making it ſubſer- 


vient to your wicked purpoſes. Sanctity was 
in your face; the moſt malignant paſſions at 
your heart. You difgraced my holy temple, 
and my worſhip, by your preſence. Your 
long prayers, the falling on your knees, and 
the lifting up of your hands, were exterior 
| appearances to be ſeen of men: but in 


. purity, but in en and in truth, you 
N never 
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never approached my preſence. Vour Fant, 
and affected devotion, I abhor. 


To thoſe who were rich in the goods af 
this world, and had no howels of mercy far 
. the ſufferings of the poor: — Whatever could 
be wiſhed ta make life comfortable, abundance 
of wealth, extent of power, were beſtowed on 
you. Your days were not embittered by fatigue 
and labour ; you taſted the bounties of na- 
ture in laviſh profuſion 5 your tables were 
covered with dainties, procured by the toil 
of others. To ſupply your luxury, the ſea 
was ranſacked, and the earth drained of her 
productions. What fruit have ye produced 
in return for ſuch ſignal bleſſings? What 
improvements have ye made of my ten 
talents? Ah! how truly did J ſay, that it 
was eaſier for a camel to paſs through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. The 
Pleaſures and amuſements of the world en- 
groſſed all your occupations. The ſums 
which you ſquandered on your luſts and 
appetites, might have ſoftened the hardſhips 
of poverty, and reſcued many à virtuous 
family from want and beggary. But you 

were 
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were deaf to the voice of diſtreſs, The tears 


of widows fell in vain; and the cries of 
deſolate orphans were drowned amid your 
diſſipation and extravagance. Verily, verily, 
I fay unto you, they have ſuffered evil in 
the world, and have now their reward ; but 
ye are tormented, | 


To the wicked and negligent paſtors ;— 
Your opportunities of improvement in vir- 
tue and Religion were very great. Separated 
from your tender years for the ſervice, of 
God and his church, you were trained up 
by a courſe of neceſſary learning for the moſt 
ſacred of all profeſſions, The ſalvation of 
your brethren depended greatly on your cares 
and labours. Your piety, your wiſdom, and 


your virtue, ought to have ſhone with 


eminent ſplendor, as lights on a hill. You 
ought to have viſited the ſick in their 
affliction; to have ſpoke comfort to the 
broken-hearted; to have confirmed the 
ſtrong in the faith, and ſupported the 
weak. But, the tenor of your life little 
correſponded with your doctrine from the 
pulpit; was little adapted to the edification 
of your flock. You were ambitious, or 

N 2 ſenſual. 
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ſenſual. Pleaſure, or preferment, had more 
charms for you than the kingdom of God 
and his Chriſt. Vou have ſinned againſt 
your better knowledge, and involved many 
others in your deſtruction. The ſouls of 
your fellow - creatures are loſt through your 
negligence, or bad example; and 1 will 
make inquiſition at your hands. | 


Not theſe alone, but a catalogue of horrid 
vices will be then produced ; murders concealed 
or diſcovered, robberies, fraud, treachery, falſe 
witneſs, extortions, covetouſneſs, oppreſſion, 
perjury, drunkenneſs, fornication, impurities, 


But turning with a benignant countenance 
towards the good and ele, the Judge will 
enumerate their particular perfections. The 
humble, the charitable, the afflicted for the 
ſake of righteouſneſs, the religious poor who 
have ſuffered adverſity, the chaſte and tem- 
perate, the kind and ſweet natured maſter, 


the patient and laborious ſervant, the meck 


and quiet Chriſtian, the pious * who 
devoted his life to the ſalvation of his 
brethren, ſhall find their generous virtues 
were not in van. In fine, here ſhall have 

place 
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place whatſoever things are true, whatſoever 


things are honeſt, whatſoever things are 
juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever 
things are lovely, and whatſoever things are 
of 097 report. | 


But no force . expreſſion, no effort of 
rc elaquence, can equal the Scripture 
account of this momentous event, When 
the Son of man ſhall come in his glory, 
and the holy angels with him, then ſhall 
he ſit upon the throne of bis Nn And 
before him ſhall be gathered all nations, 
and he ſhall ſeparate them one from another, 
as a ſhepherd divideth his ſheep from the 
goats. And he ſhall ſet the ſheep on his 
right hand, but the goats on the left. Then 
ſhall the Th ſay unto them on his right 
hand: come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world. For I was an hungered, 


and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, and ye 
gave me drink; I was a ſtranger, and ye took 
me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was 


ſick, and ye viſited me; I was in priſon, and 
ye came unto me, Then ſhall the righteous 
anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when ſaw we thee 
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an hungered, and fed thee ; or thirſty, and gave 
thee drink; when ſaw we thee a ſtranger, 
and took thee in; or naked, and clothed 
thee; or when ſaw we thee fick, or in priſon, 
and came unto thee? And the King ſhall 
anſwer and ſay unto them : verily, I ſay unto 
you, inaſmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me. Then ſhall he fay alſo 
unto them on his leſt hand depart : from me, 
ye curſed, into everlaſting fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels. For I was an 
hungered, and ye gave me no meat; I was 
thirſty, and ye gave me no drink; I was a 
ſtranger, and ye took me not in; naked, and 
e clothed me not; ſick, and in priſon, and 
ye viſited me not. Then ſhall they alſo 
anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when ſaw we 
thee an hungered, or a thirſt, or a ſtranger, 
or naked, or ſick, and in priſon, and did not 
miniſter unto thee? Then ſhall he anſwer 
them, ſaying, verily I fay unto you, inaſmuch 
as ye did it not to the leaſt of theſe, ye did 
it not unto me. And theſe ſhall go away 
into everlaſting puniſhment, but the rightcous 
unto life eternal. 


'Then 
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Then ſhall the righteous be introduced 


by angels with ſongs of triumphs, with 
| hallelvjahs of praiſe, and the voice of exulta- 
tion, into the building of God, the houſe 


riot made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens. Welcome, ye good and faithful ſer- 
vants! Ye are corhe unto mount Sion, and 
unto the city. of the living God, the heavenly 
Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable company 


of angels: to the general aſſembly and 
church of the firſt-born which are written 
in heaven, and to God the judge of all; and 
to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and 
to Jeſus the mediator of the new covenant. 
Gracious God, what expreſſions are theſe ! - 


how raviſhing the delights; how unbounded 
are the blefſings, which for thy ſaints are 


reſerved in heaven | Yes, thou meek Re- 


deemer, thou Saviour of our ſouls, thou 
finiſher of our faich, we look down upon 
this world, and its moſt deſirable pleaſures, 
as the. illuſions of a paſſing dream, We 
wait to be diſſolved at thy appointed time. 
Our ſouls are athirſt for the manſions of thy 
Father's houſe, for the courts of the living God: 
we pant for the preſence of the living God, 
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And now, my brethren, holy and beloved, 
do my words affect your hearts, do they 
pierce the inmoſt receſſes of your ſouls, or 
return to me void and productive of no fruit ? 
O that I knew how to awaken your ſpirit 
on this ſubje&; Conſider, I pray; you have 
only a few gentle and profitable duties to 
diſcharge for the attainment of ſo much glory. 
Religion .is not grievous, but ſweet, and re- 
freſhing to the ſoul, as honey to the one | 
Religion delights not in auſtere ſeverity, 1 
a grave melancholy countenance, in a er- 
rowful demeanor, or a total ſecluſion from 
the world and its pleaſures. Its precepts are 
rejoice ; and again I fay, rejoice. i. 


One thing more I ſhall preſs home upon 
your conſideration. Reflect on the ſhortneſs 
of life, and the ſtate of the dead. The life 
of man is juſtly compared to that flower, 
which in the morning flouriſhes in all the 
ſprightlineſs of beauty; but in the evening 
hour, ſtript of all its gaiety, is dried up, and 
withered on 'the field. Devote not then 
ſo ſhort a ſpace to the purſuit of enjoyments 
which can never ſatisfy the immortal ſoul ; 
but rather -croud it with the duties of Re- 

ligion. 
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ligion. Add to your faith virtue, and to 
virtue knowledge, and to knowledge tempe- 
rance, and to temperance patience, and to 
patience godlineſs, and to godlineſs brotherly 
kindneſs, and to brotherly kindneſs charity; 
perfections that will fit you for the poſſeſſion 
of thoſe ſpiritual joys which are at God's right 
hand from age to age. The time, allotted for 
the practice of theſe virtues, is very ſhort. 
Apply it, while you may—repent—and be 
happy. The grave is no place for converſion ; 
there is no praying in the tomb; no charities 
among the cold unfeeling worms, It will be 
then too late for your ſpirits to bewail their 
follies, and lament their neglect of the 
Goſpel, in the day of grace. Be touched, 


my brethren, be perſuaded by theſe conſide- 


rations, amend your lives, and you ſhall ſtand 
on the right hand at the latter day. 
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ST. Luxe xxiii. 425 43 | 
And he 2 d unto Feſus, ted remember me 
ben thou comeſt into thy kingdom. 


And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Veri ly T ſay unto thee, 
to-day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe, 


EPENTANCE is a leſſon enforced 
by the Scriptures as one of the 
leading ſteps to ſalvation. — Unleſs 
ye repent, ye ſhall all periſh,—Repent 
ye for the kingdom of heaven is at hand, 
The apoſtles, the primitive fathers of the 
church, and the miniſters of God, in all 
ages, have preached it from the cloſet, and 
from the pulpit. It is a leſſon which often 
recurs to the ear of the people; but, un- 
happily, like the deſcending ſnow which 
melts 


3 


h-= — 
DD <<< 


= > — x - 
e 


— 7-4 
— — 


ss t R(MON . 


melts as it falls, it leaves behind no traces 
on the heart. The truth is, we are too 
averſe from ſerious contemplation, are much 
too gay, too thoughtleſs, too much enamoured 
of the preſent world, to make an early and 
regular preparation for another. The voice 
of bewitching pleaſure is more ſweet and 
melodious to the ear of youth, than a ſolemn 
call to repentance, Let us anoint ourſelves 
with the chief ointments; let us drink wine 
out of bowls ; let us' chant to the found of 
the viol, and freely taſte the proffered deli- 
cacies of bountiful nature. The talk of 
repentance is painful and melancholy, ill 
ſuited to this Joyous day of our life. When 
age hath ſhed its ſnows on the hoary 
head, and a group of infirmities ſhall deaden 
the ſenſe of every pleaſure; when thoſe 
amuſements that allure. us now can charm 
No more, we may then review the paſt, and 
bewail our follies and our fins. Nay, it is 
not unuſual among this kind of reaſoners to 
corroborate their arguments, by the gracious 
promiſe of Jeſus Chriſt to the malefactor on 
the croſs ,—To-day thou ſhalt be with me in 
Paradiſe, 


But 


But indeed, my brethren, of all the arts 
employed to reconcile, and to ſooth the 
conſcience, none is more deceitful and more 
pernicious, It is an argument that ſpeaks 
peace where there is no peace, 


As to the htc of conſigning re. 
pentance to the decline of life, nothing can 
vindicate its propriety but a ſupernatural 
aſſurance, that death will forbear to ſtrike 
the mortal blow, till the labour of converſion 
be completed; and our peace with God be 
ratified in heaven. And as to the latter 
inſtance of the robber on the croſs Who 
can develope the motives of unſearchable 
grace? The heart of that unhappy man 
was, no doubt, regenerate in his laſt mo- 
ments: his contrition was ſpontaneous, 
genuine, unaffected: his faith ſound, pure, 
animated; and, in return for ſo ſincere a 
repentance, his eyes were cloſed with the 
tranſporting aſſurance — To-day ſhalt thou 
be with me in Paradiſe. But this event is 
peculiar in its nature, full of miraculous 
circumſtances, and will never meet its 
parallel in the courſe of time. Nay more, 
the {acred writers have not recorded another 

inſtance 
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inſtance of a ſinner fo pardoned on the bed 
of death, x 


Be not deceived, O children of men, with 
the vain imagination, that God will operate 
a miracle in your favour ; that a carnal heart 
can be regenerate in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the laſt gaſp of life. Remember, 
that the age of miracles is paſt, God has 
never left himſelf without a witneſs, but 
hath difplayed his magnificence, his terrors, 
and his mercy, in the patriarchal and pro- 
phetic days; and laſt of all, by that act of 
ſuperlative mercy,” the ſacrifice of his only 
begotten and beloved Son. for the redemption 
of fallen human nature. The evidences and 
doctrines of the Goſpel, which this eminent 
meſſenger has publiſhed, are ſo very clear 
and intereſting, that nothing can be adduced 
to enforce them. Shall the ſinner then ex- 
claim ;—Nay, but if one came unto-us from 
the dead we ſhould repent, No—for ſhould 
one of thoſe brethren, who is now ſleeping 
in the tomb, be permitted to ariſe from that 
ſtill manſion, in all the gloomy and terrific 
pomp of death, and ſtand before us now to 
diſ _ the ſecrets of the other world, he 

could 
0 
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could not add a letter to the perſuaſive 
arguments of the Goſpel. If we hear not 
the Son of God and his diſciples, neither 


ſhall we be perſuaded, though one roſe from 
the dead. 


But, alas! what evaila it, that reaſon W 
Scripture | combine to ſet forth the neceſſity 
of an early reformation * What avails it 
that inſpired eloquence. has laviſhed all her 
art in the moſt pathetic and ſoul- moving 
addreſſes, if men are deaf to the voice of 
ſo ſweet a charmer? What avails it that 
Jeſus ſhed his blood on the croſs, if they 
rely for ſalvation on the fighs, the murmurs, 
and the groans of a dying hour? Can that 

arduous, that important affair, be determined 
in the circle of ſo. ſhort a period, which 
ſhould be the great object of every moment 
in the life of man? Is the day of infirmity 
a fit time of preparation for immortal hap» 
pineſs, which demands the moſt unwearied 
perſeyerance in Religion and virtue? That 
diſtemper, which undermines the corporeal 
ſtrength, will debilitate and relax the mental 
| faculties. And can a fick mind, in a languid 
body, take a calm retrof] pect of former days? 
When 


When age has bowed ns to the ground, and 
languors have unſteadied the whole frame; 
when tortures ſhoot through every droop- 
ing limb, no longer able to perform its wonted 
office; when every ſun that, riſes is a 
day of pain, and every night that cloſes 
is a night of reſtleſſneſs and complaining , 
when ſleep, the ſweet reſtorer of afflicted 
nature, has withdrawn his conſolation; and 
when, terrified with the dreary ſpectre of 
death now ſtalking before us, we find no 
repoſe from within or from without; where 
is that coolneſs, that ſerenity, that recollection, 
calculated to addreſs the throne of mercy, and 
implore the forgiveneſs of an offended Deity ? 


The moſt unblemiſhed character that ever 
the records of time has need of re- 
pentance, for ſin is not ſeparable from our 
nature; and after all we' are unprofitable 
ſervants, Can he then, whoſe ſenſual actions 
have denied the faith, whoſe foul has grovelled 
amid the filth of earthly pollutions, and per- 
ſevered in that debaſement to the laſt dregs 
of ebbing life; can this ſinner efface, by a 
few ſighs in his laſt agonies, half an age 
of complicated wickedneſs? A few fighs, 
N e7 extorted ; 
L 
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extorted; peradvedture (for ah ! what ſagacity 
can trace the windings of the human heart?) 
extorted by the horrors and deſpair of his 
irretrievable ſituation? God is not ſo mocked. 
How moral and inſtructive then, yea how 
energetic are the. expreſſions of the elegant 
Solomon? expreſſions which ought to be 
graven with a pencil of adamant on the 
heart of youth! Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou ſhalt ſay, I have no pleaſure 
in them. | 


But it may be ſaid, the means that lead 
us to the dark cave of death are various ; 
ſome are gentle, and others more ſevere. 
It is not the miſerable lot of all to expire 
in the violence of pain. Some go down to 
the grave by gradual imperceptible decay, 
as lamps are extinguiſhed when their oil is 
conſumed. A mind, fo free from the ſharp 
pangs of ſickneſs, may ſurely have leiſure 
and capacity to reflect on its paſt miſdeeds, 
to weep and to repent, I would. not by 
any means perſuade any of my brethren to 
* G make 


| 
N 
' 
| 


* 
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make that experiment, that dangerous ex- 
periment. The carnal heart is not eaſily 
cured of its evil propenſities. Pime alone, 
and perſevering application, can remove from 
a field ſo rank, the noxious weeds of a cor- 
ruptible world. The mind, accuſtomed for a 
length of years to wallow in the ſtreams of 
tenſuality, will not ſuddenly be made to 
comprehend the love of Chriſt, to feel the 
power of faith, and to reliſh the charms 
of virtue. Yet, till this great reformation 
be accompliſhed, repentance is not | ſincere, 
And it would be preſumptuous to ſuppoſe, 
that God will vouchſafe ſome extraordinary 
portion of his grace and ſpirit to that 
.obſtinate ſinner, who, in the wantonneſs of 
his youth, and the vigour of his prime, 
-rejeRing all the means of proffered ſalvation, 
has continued unteclaimed, till age has topped 
him in his full career. God, indeed, will 


have mercy on whom he will have mercy. 


But juſtice ſtriveth againſt mercy. O that 
parents, therefore, that tender, affectionate, 
chriſtian parents, would teach their children 
from the earlieſt infancy to walk in the 
paths of Religion; ſo would their old age 

be 


s E R M O N XI. agg 


be a ſmooth and pleaſurable old age; fo 
Should they have no cauſe to lament and 
deſpair in their death, but their eyes 
ſhould. cloſe in the full hope of a — 
unmengen. 


- Put let us duals. for a moment, that 
ficknels and old age are in ſome caſes no 
impediments to the effects of repentance» 
Loet us grant ſo much, and it is granting a 
great deal; yet is ſuch amendment, protracted 
to ſo late a ſeaſon, unpleaſing to the great 
Author of our exiſtence. His goodneſs de- 
mands our warmeſt and continual returns of 
.gratitude and adoration: there ought to he 
no pauſe, no vacancy in our virtuous thoughts, 


and pious actions, from the firſt enjoyment 


of our reaſon, to the very moment of our 
death. We ought to live, to move, and 
have our being, for the ſervice and glory 
of God. Who gave us life; who ſweetened 
obj with ſo many comforts ; who makes his 
fun to ſhine upon the juſt, and upon the 
vojuſt ; and who ſends the drops of rain to 
nouriſn the ſoft boſam of the earth; who 

e bleſſed 
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bleſſed the nations with the ſound of the 
goſpel; who bought us with a price of re- 
demption; and who ſhewed the path of 
eternal happineſs to undeſerving mortal men, 
loſt as they were before in the labyrinth of 
ſin, and bewildered in the vale of tears, and 
the region of death? Ah! my Chriſtian bre- 
For ons do ſuch 1 need an anſwer ? | 


Aud ma this gracious «nd. OY 
God, ſhall this awful and dreaded Being, 
ſhall this almighty. and univerſal Father, be 
-forgotten even a moment by his frail and 
dependent creatures, whom the breath of 
*his' diſpleaſure can ſweep from the face of 
the earth, as the light feather is driven 
before the ſtorm? But why did I fay a 
-moment! Days, weeks, and years, roll 
over the head of thouſands, undiſtinguiſhed 
by a fingle action, which might indicate a 

remembrance of their God. And yet, per- 
' haps, they are ſo blinded as to imagine 
that a late repentance will atone for a 
multitude of fins. What? is the concluſion 
of lie a fit ſeaſon to begin a courſe of 


piety? 
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piety? The Pſalmiſt argues with great 

conſiſtency, when he ſays, I made haſte 

and delayed not, to keep thy com- 

mandments: I am content to do thy will, 
O my God. | 


No imagination, I am ſure no language, 
can picture an object ſo delightful as a 
religious young man. How does it fill the 
moral and reflective mind with pleaſure, to 
ſee the paſſions ſubdued at a ſeaſon when 
they uſually rage in unbounded violence; 
the love of intemperate purſuits baniſhed 
from the happy breaſt, at an age when the 
full effloreſcence of health, and the high 
flow of animal ſpirits, prompt to bewitching 
ſcenes of ſenſual gratification; at a time 
when Religion is ſet at nought by the gay 
and licentious ; and virtue, ſeen in the form 
of youth, is a rare uncommon object. Not 
unmindful of his baptiſmal vow, he truly 
renounces the Devil and all his works, the 
vain pomp and glory of the world with all 
covetous deſires of the ſame, and the 


n deſires of the fleſh. ” 
2. And 


| 
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And are theſe no victories, are theſe no 
triumphs ? The warrior, who leyels cities 
in the duſt, and lays whole countries delo= 
late, may live in the praiſes of ſhort-fightted 
men ; tombs, ſtatues, and monumental in- 
ſcriptions may combine to preſerve his 
memorial from the ravages of death and 


the grave. But human praiſe is mortal; 


tombs, ſtatues, and monumental inſcriptions; 
will decay : but that praiſe, whieh is the 
certain reward of early and regular piety, 


- is real, precious, durable: it is the praiſe 


of God, of Chriſt, and of an gels, beſtowed 
on the faithful Chriſtian, aben deeds of 


courage, and the trophics of heroic valout, 
| hall be found wanting in the ballarice of 


eternal judgment. 


Go on, thou virtuous and admirable odd 
Stem the turbulent ſtream of life with 
reſolution. Thy harbour is paradiſe, and 
thy pilot God. The bleffing of heaven 
ſhall deſcend upon thee in its ſclecteſt 
influence, and look, whatſoever thou deft 


it ſhall proſper. The calm of an untroubled 


conſcience 
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conſcience ſhall be thy friendly attendant 
through all the changes of this mortal life, 
and at the moment of thy diflolution, no 
late repentance ſhall plant the thorns of 
deſpair in thy peaceful boſom ; but hope 


and grace ſhall wing thy departing ſoul to 


oy” Vos and thy Lord. 


What alluſions, what fimilitudes ſhall the 
preacher employ to deſcribe the beauty of a 
character ſo illuſtrious and amiable? Shall 
he call it a diamon ſet in gold, or a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in his ſeaſon, and whoſe leaf 
ſhall not wither ; or a flower, which, having 
bloomed upon the earth, and breathed its 
ſweetneſs on the ſcented air around, ſhall 
ſoon be tranſplanted in the garden of God, 
to delight unbodied yr and angelic in- 
habitants? 


Is ſuch a character then ſo highly finiſhed 
aud pleaſing? Will it ſecure the approbation 


of the great King, the antient of days, at 


the — judgment? Let us ſtrive then, 
04 Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, let us ſtrive, for the love of God, 


and the ſalvation of our ſouls, to imitate 
and equal its virtues. But no: we deceive 
ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. We 
are fwayed entirely by temporal matters, 
the Juſt of the eye, the luſt of the fleſh, 
and the pride of life, We are ſo immerſed 
in buſineſs, or in pleaſure, that no pauſe 
is allotted to reformation. The neceſſity of 
an early repentance is ſelf evident, but, ſtrange 
to recount! It is ſtill protracted, lengthened 
out, and delayed. To-morrow, to-morrow, 
is the general voice; and to-morrow, to- mor- 
row, never, never comes. 


A wretch' “ that is condemned to die 
to-morrow, cannot forget it; and yet, poor 
ſinners, that continually are uncertain to live 
an hour, and certain ſpeedily to ſee the majeſty 
of the Lord to their inconceivable joy or 
terror, as ſure as they now live on earth, 
can forget theſe things for which they have 
their memory; and which, one would think, 


Baxter, as quoted by Bates in his Funeral Sermon, 
ſhould 
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ſhould drown the matters of this world, as 
.the report of a cannon does a whiſper, or 
as the ſun obſcures the pooreſt glow-worm. 
O wonderful ſtupidity of an unrenewed foul ! 
O wonderful folly and wretchedneſs of the 
| ungodly ! That ever men can forget, ] fay 
again, that they can forget eternal joy, eternal 
woe, and the eternal God, and the place of 
their eternal unchangeable abode, when they 
ſtand ever at the door; and there is but 
the. thin veil of fleſh between them and 
that amazing fight, that eternal gulph, and 
they are daily dying and ſtepping in. 


But none, in idea, are more ſecure of life 
than the younger part of mankind, Fifty, 
threeſcore years of life to come, is a long, 
à very long proſpect. And is it really fo? 
Ah! yet remember, my young friends, re- 
member, that time moves on with filent, 
but with rapid ſtep, But are there no 
| accidents, no diſorders that can mow you 
down in the fair bloſſom of youth? Why 
. ſhould I recount the numberleſs diſeaſes, 
i * vage perpetual war againſt the frame 
of 
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of man? Why muſt I remind you that 

man, born of a woman, has but a ſhort 
tithe to live, and is full of miſery? Why 
muſt T repeat it, that the grave is ever open, 
and that thouſands, and ten thouſands, of 
every age and ſex, paſs, without intermiſfion, 
the ever mourning gate? But to perſons of 
your age, death and repentance. are gloomy 
'confiderations. Theſe confiderations, however, 
are moſt neceſſary; for again, and again I ſay it, 
your blooming years are an eaſy prey to death. 


Judge for yourſelves, Viſit the folemn 
repoſitories of the dead, where multitudes, 
who have lived in ages paſt, repoſe in thoſe 
filent chambers. Read the memorial of 
their age and death inſcribed on the ſtone ; 
and confeſs the melancholy truth, that more 
Have deſcended to the grave in the flower 
of youth, than in a ripened old age. If then 
we have a ſpark of charity, if any compaſſion 
fot human calamities, let us warn the young 
"and the gay, let us call aloud as with the 
voice of a "trumpet, and incite one another 


bes iminediate repentance, and a holy life. 
While 


fiſt away, Death fits his arrow to the ſtring, 
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While yet I ſpeak, the ſand of life is waſting 


and draws it cloſer and cloſer to the head. 
The mortal wound will be ſoon infixed; vows 
ar and reform, 


Soon ſhall the faireſt beauty that ever 
charmed and delighted, fade away, and its 
fineft tints will ſhrink at the cold Blaſts of 
death. Soon ſhall the florid cheek of youth 
be. clothed in eternal pale; ſoon ſhall the 
ptoud be defpoiled of his trophied vanity; 
ſoon ſhall the tongue that perſuades, ceaſe 
to articulate, and be dumb for ever; | ſoon 
| ſhall the preacher, who now addreſſes you 


with the moſt earneſt wiſhes for your hap- 


pineſs, require the laſt: office to his cold 


remains! May 1 be prepared before that 


dreadful day! May the whole tenour of my 
ſucceeding life be adorned with the Chriſtian 
graces ! Be this my praiſe ! I aſk no other 
and that of every virtuous man in this af- 
fembly—that our heart ſhall never reproach 
us as- long as we live, 


You, 


__ 
I ws)? * 


RE R MO N. 1 


You, my brethren, whoſe hearts continue 
unreformed, with the moſt fervent charity, 
with the moſt yearning affection for your 
immortal ſouls, I exhort in the name of 
our common Lord and Maſter, to repent 
of your paſt miſdeeds, while the day of 
falvation is not ſpent, If your tears flow 
from unaffected contrition, you have no 
cauſe to deſpair of mercy. The Lord is 
patient, and of long ſuffering, Your God 
is a gracious God. Waſh ye, make you 
clean, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well; 
and though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall 
be white as ſnow; and though they be red 
:bke crimſon, they ſhall be as wool, i 


As to thoſe who, during the viciſſitudes of 
a long life, have been deaf to the repeated 
and importunate calls of the goſpel, and 
ate now bewailing their folly on a dying 
bed, I cannot, I dare not flatter them with 
expectation of pardon, I can only wiſh, 
from the bottom of my heart, that they 
may find mercy in this their laſt and perilous 


hour. 
O that 
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O that men, therefore, would underſtand. 


betime their true intereſt! That they would 
early, and ſeriouſly confider their latter end ! 
So might they ſteadily, and without fear, 
behold the countenance of the pale horſe 
and his rider: fo, in their laſt agonies, the 
holy ſpirit would deſcend, like the dove to 
Noah, with the olive branch of conſolation : 
ſo, like good old Simeon, they would depart 
in peace, while Chriſt through faith ſhould 
whiſper in the cloſing ear. — To- day ſhalt thou 
be with me in Paradiſe. Amen. 
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Gather pant foloe 1 ye gather SD” 7. 
together, O nation not defired. Before >the 
| decree bring forth, before the day paſs as 
_ he chaff, before the fierce anger of tbe 

Lord come upon you, before the day a le 

' Lord's * come _m you. 


| In 18 addreſs of, the prophet Gdphaniah 
is deſigned to work upon the tears 
of his fellow citizens, hy a -repreſen- 
tation of God's impending judgments. :No 
image of terror can be better conceived, or 
more fully deſcribed. Wes read, in» the-firſt 
place, a moſt earneſt and perſuaſiwe exhorta- 


tion; gather yourſelves together, yea gather 


vourſelves together, O nation not deſired! 
The 
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The ſtyle is emphatical, and the fame 
expreſſion, twice repeated in the compaſs 
of one line, awakes the ſoul to the expec- 
tation of ſome important conſequence. Then 
follows the alarming reaſon ; before the 
decree bring forth. — The prophet ſpeaks 
directly to the point — he does not fay, 
before the decree ſhall be made — the decree 
was already formed; the cloud that bore 
the tempeſt in its womb was ready to 
burſt, and overwhelm. the guilty land. The 
| ſecond metaphor till | enforces the former; 
before the day paſs. as the chaff, that is, 
before the day of vengeance ſwallow. up the 
nation with the ſame - inconceivable rapidity, 
as chaff, the lighteſt thing in nature, is 
ſwept away by the violence of a ſtorm. 


The eloquent writer, having thus far con- 


ducted the ſentence by a beautiful gradation 
of figures, ſpeaks at laſt in plain terms the 
dreadful truth, which he aimed to inculcate ; 
before the fierce anger of the Lord come 
upon you, before the day ok the Lord's * 


come _ you. 
6; | 
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Thus it appears that Zephaniah, by divine 


inſpiration, was favoured with a foreknow- 


ledge of the coming evil: and he entreats 
his countrymen with the love and earneſtneſs 


of a real patriot, to avert the puniſhment 


threatened to their complicated tranſgreſſions, 
by gathering themſelves together for the pur» 
poſe of a general and deyout humiliation. 


We, my brethren, are afſernblied on a 


ſimilar occaſion. We are aſſembled to confeſs 


the multitude and variety of our offences, and 

to deprecate by a ſolemn and unaffected re- 
pentance, the calamities and the ſorrows which 
they have drawn down on this diſtracted coun» 
try from the juſtice of that uncontroulable 
being, whoſe judgments, at this time, are 
moſt aſſuredly abroad in the earth. 


Such is the explanation of our text, and 
ſach, I apprehend, are the motives which 
have drawn the preſent congregation, at this 
critical, and awful period, To improve it 
into the beſt of conſequences, to addreſs your 


hearts, in all probability ſoftened or terrified 


by the recent judgments of the Almighty, by 
* the 


' (4 
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the calamities of war, and the late prodigious 
devaſtation of the elements in the weſtern 
region of the globe, is now the province of 
the preacher. Grant, O God, that he may 
ſpeak with energy, with conviction on this 
great ſubject! Grant it for the welfare of thy 
dyipg creatures now bending low at the you 
ſtool of thy throne ! 


My brethren, you remember the declaration 
of our Redeemer; unto whomioever much 
is given, of him ſhall be much required, Em- 
-ploy your attention a moment on the advantages 
civil, religious, and commercial, which this 
nation poſſeſſes, or did poſſeſs, beyond the 


example of former times. Look back into 


hiſtoric annals, and trace the aſtoniſhing diſ- 
penſations of Providence which have exalted 
this country to opulence, to empire, to glory. 
Our anceſtors, when this iſland was firſt 
diſcovered by the Roman chief, were found 
in a ſtate of barbarity, unacquainted with 
thole ſciences which poliſh and ennoble the 
mind, ignorant of thoſe uſeful arts which 
ſupply the neceſſities of men, and ſtrangers 


to that liberal Intercourſe which advances 
WE. - 
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the happineſs of life. No well- regulated 
government was then eſtabliihed; nor was 
life and property then ſecured by the ſanction 
of venerable laws. The command of prieſts, 


barbarous as that ſavage people, was the firſt 
object of their reverence, and the ſword was 


their law. Their ſyſtem of religion, if it 


deſerves that honourable name, was ſuper- 
ſtitious in the extreme. A blind veneration 
for their Druids prevailed; a multiplicity of 
Gods was adored; and human victims, 
enemies whom the lot of war had made 
their captives, or children torn from the 
maternal breaſt, were ſacrificed on their 
bloody altars. Such are the horrors. of 


ignorance and ſuperſtition. Rude indeed 


as our progenitors were, the love of their 
country was ardent in their generous heart, 
and the principle of liberty, which has 
ſince glowed with ſo noble an enthuſiaſm 
among their deſcendants, was kindled in 
their daring boſoms. Their barren moun- 


tains, their uncultivated .vallies, and their 


little huts were dear, becauſe they were 
free. The gallent Roman found them, 
undiſciplined indeed, but valiant in the 
| P 2 fight, 
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fight, and obſtinate in retreat. This love 
of freedom, however, this glorious defence 
of their country, was no compenſation, 
no counterbalance for their uncivilization, 
their internal anarchy, / their "ſuperſtition, 
and their want of government. There we 
muſt look for the particular and collective 


Happineſs of a nation. And in theſe moſt 
eſſential objects the mercies of God have been 


* an. 


W the miſeries which muſt be 
experienced it the ſavage ſtate, and the 
undeſcribable . happineſs which is diffuſed 
through every part of a well-adminiſtered 
kingdom. I will go farther ; compare the 
 opprefſions and terrors which reign among 
the ſubjects of a deſpotic government, with 
the ſecurity and boldneſs which animate the 
poſſeſſors of liberty; then judge if any 
nation or people, fince the beginning of 
time, were ever ſo diſtinguiſhed by Provi- 
dence as the inhabitants of Britain? The 
revolution of ſome ages has improved us, 
from the ſtate of barbarity, juſt now 
mentioned, to the utmoſt degree of civi- | 

ts lization, 
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lation, and knowledge; and, after violent 
and painful ſtruggles, has ſettled the 
Britiſh government in .its preſent excellent 
form, poiſed in the niceſt equilibrium, and, 
in ſhort, perfect as far as any thing human is 
capable of perfection. The arts of princes, 
however powerful, the intrigues of miniſters, 
however politic, have not hitherto been able 
to extend the royal prerogative on the de- 
ſtruction of our civil liberties. A government, 
where the commons form an equally reſpec- 
table branch of the legiſlature with the nobles, 
and the king, muſt reſt on the ſure baſis 
of freedom. Hence the people acquire a 
ſignificance, nay a majeſty in the ſtate, which 
ſecures them protection and reverence. To 
this impartial arrangement we are indebted 
for the eſtabliſhment and execution of the 
wiſeſt laws. The poor are no longer expoſed 
to the wonton inſolence of the rich. The 
noble, however ſplendid his birth, or large 
his poſſeſſions, is not allowed to violate with 
impunity the rights of the loweſt individual, 


The laws undazzled by the glare of pomp, 
will vindicate the injured cauſe, and puniſh 


the proud oppreſſor. Hence every man may 
| Fy” eat 
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eat the fruit of his own vine in peace. 
Hence the laborious peaſant may cultivate 
his fields in ſecurity, and, when the daily 
toil is over, may fit in the circle of a chearful 
family made happy by his return, without 
the leaſt apprehenſion that the rapacious 
hand of power will ſnatch away the well- 
earned profits of his induſtry. The Britiſh 
laws, as they are dictated by a ſpirit of 
wiſdom and Juſtice, are alſo tempered with 
mercy. ' Hence; while in other countries, 
even ſome of the moſt refined in Europe, 
where deſpotiſm tramples on the privileges 
of the ſubject, ſuch as France, Spain, and 
Ruſſia, life is forced out of the wretched 
criminal by lingering and exquiſite torments; 
here, when the welfare of ſociety demands 
the extinction of the guilty, the ſtroke of 
death is adminiſtered in the gentleſt manner. 
Impriſonments at the mandate of a tyrannic 
king, © ſecret aſſaſſinations by the dagger or 
by poiſon, midnight execution, familiar in 
abſolute governments, have no exiſtence in 
this land of liberty. Such are ſome of our 
civil advantages; ſach are the delicious fruits 
of that ſound: policy, which is far ſuperiqr 
. | to 


1 
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to the boaſted republics of Greece and Rome, 


— pride of Engliſhmen, the envy of foreign 
: . and the We of mankind, - | + 
„Thus are we | bleſſed, dah Sane Piers 
above all the nations of the earth, by our 
excellent political conſtitution, which renders 
our properties, our lives, and liberties = 
violable. But. there is another bleſſing, . i 
whoſe: abſence the pureſt civil * e. 
would be extremely imperfect. The bleſſing 
I mean of worſhiping God in ſpirit and in 
truth, the bleſſing of the Proteſtant Religion. 
Who but looks back with an. eye of pity 
and indignation on that miſertble æra, when 
conſcjence was fettered by the ſpiritual 
tyranny of the Roman pontiff : who, ac- 
cording to the verified prophecy -of Daniel, 
did not regard any God, but magnified 
himſelf, above all. The holy book, con- 
taining the word of eternal life, was with- 
held by the crafty prieſthood from the laity, 
the/; ſervice of God was performed in an 
unknown language, and every obſtruction 
was artfully thrown to bar the avenues of 
truth. The reaſons which dictated this 
conduct were obvious and ſubſtantial, The 
P 4 knowledge 
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knowledge of the ſetiptures, circulated 
through Eutope would foon' have ſapped! the 
foundations of papal | power'; would ſoon 
have diſcovered to the aſtoniſhed reader, 
bow oppoſite to the parity of the Chriſtian 
Religion was all its gaudy pomp of oere- 
menies; how aſeleſs was that ſervice, in 
which a burdenſome repetition of tedious 
forms was the only merit; would ſoon 
dave pointed out the impiety of paying 
homage to the relics and images of ſaints; 
the vanity of interceding for the ſouls of 
the departed in a fabled purgatory ; the 
futility of aurieular confeſſion; the abſurdity 
of tranſubſtantiation, and the falſhood of 
thoſe unnumbered legendary traditions, which 
gave to religion the ſemblance of a romantic 
tale, but which, unhappily, were but too 
well calculated to ſupport the pillars of the 
Romiſh throne, and to maintain that in- 
_ credible influence over the opinions of men, 
which it is known, the Popes exerted in 
the night of general ignorance, Ah! then, 
my brethren, the faggot and the wheel 
were employed to the "moſt unjuſt and 
cruel of purpoſes, to bend the ſtubborn 
cbnſcience, and to extort a confeſſion of 
31 . faith 


85 
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faith directly oppoſite to the evidence of 
reaſon. In that age of religious ſlavery, to 
doubt was the dungeon; to diſſent was 
death. The compaſs of a diſcourſe will 
not allow me to lay before you an hiſtorical 
account of thoſe ſurpriſing events, which 
reſcued us from ſpiritual oppreſſion. The 
ditecting hand of providence was cleatly 
mitked in every ſtep of this grand re- 
Vvolution. It is enough for us to taſte its 
Happy oonſequences. The Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, as it flouriſhes in this country, is the 
faireſt copy of primitive chriſtianity, The 
liturgy of the church of England is a com- 
ptehenſive form of worſhip, conceived in 
the ſimpleſt language, praying for all the 
wants of mortal creatures, full of elevated 
-conceptions of the deity, and breathing an 
humble and devotional ſpirit. The church 
of England, imitative of that benevolence 
and charity which her God and Saviour 
haas left her as an example, is now become 
a friend to univerſal toleration. No violence 
is offered to the tenderneſs of eonſcience , 
the bigot rage of petſecution is for ever 
baniſhed. Every man may worſhip the moſt 
high in a manner the moſt conformable to 

? his 
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his own private ideas. The ſacred volume, 
tranſlated in the vernacular tongue, affords 
to the meaneſt perſon an opportunity of 
rel er truth, and of knowing what 
is that good and a will of God. Here 


#5 A» +4 


re the opinions of. men; but the miniſters 
_ the Led, in general, are diſtinguiſhed 


SAS $+ 1 


| and with what geal, yea a with what unction 


of . Janguage, yea with what unaffected ſe- 
riouſneis are their ; public: nk delivered 
re their. audience. 3 P11T my. o wed Hus 
Tbeſe are thy Bleſſings, 0 abon os 
2 divine chriſtianity, teformed ; from the 
corruption, of ages, and the abuſe of men 
and theſe bleſſings the Britiſh nation has en- 
joyed in the moſt eminent eee 1 
ed 2a0) 
From the civil _ 1 paſs v we to 
_ commercial advantages of this country. 


From a a ſtate of mediocrity we have made 
a rapid advance to opulence; and glory. The 


variety and extent of our, conqueſts are not 
even rivalled cby the antient Romans. Under 
Providence, the. ſteady: courage, and enter- 
3 prizing 


L 
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prizing ſpirit of our valiant countrymen, have 

often checked the ambition of our enemies, 
and driven them by the terror of their for- 
midable arm from every quarter of the globe. 
Our well- appointed navies covered the face 
of the ocean, and awed the ſubjected world. 
The treaſures of the eaſt and weſt were 
brought , by each ſwelling tide into our 
crouded harbours. Hence the opulence of 
the nation, the enormous riches of indivi- 
duals, and that general circulation, . which 
was felt in ſome degree by every rank in 
the community. Hence too the magnitude 
of the metropolis, the magnificence of our 
towns, the number and ſplendour of our 
palaces; and hence the encouragement of 
thoſe arts, which ſupport the poor mechanic, 
and add grace and dignity to human life, 


The natural advantages of this country 
claim alſo to be recorded with gratitude, 
whether we conſider the ſingular conveniency 
of its ſituation with, reſpect to univerſal 
commerce, or its fruitfulneſs and rural 
beauty, or the ſtrength, genius, and num- 
ber of its inhabitants, or the temperature 
of its air, never impregnated with thoſe 

| noxious 
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noxious particles which, in leſs fortunate 
climates, ſweep thouſands in a moment to 
the grave. Vet I will not dwell on theſe 
advantages, which, however conſiderable, are 
not of the leaſt value without the enjoy- 
ment of eivil and religious freedom. Yes» 
the frozen mountains of the utmoſt north, 
covered with eternal ſnows, would have 
more attractions for the generous mind, 
than the moſt delicious region, where 
Havety crouches to the tyrant power: 


Now if there be a God who rules above, 
if there be a Providence concerned in the 
ditection of human affairs; and that there 
is, the voice of reaſon and of the goſpel 
explicitly affirm, then is the inference eaſy; 
we got not the land in poſſeſſion by our 
own- ſword, neither did our own arm ſave 
us; but thy right hand, and thine arm, 
and the light of thy countenance, becauſe 
thou hadſt a favour unto us. We did not 
riſe to this ſummit of glory; we did not 
ſubdue and acquire ſuch immenſe territories 
by the number and fortitude of our armies ; 
our plan of internal government was not 
me mere ſuggeſtion of human wiſdom ; but 
thy 


> 
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thy almighty arm led to conqueſt, and thy 
counſels informed, Thou haſt not dealt 
ſo with any nation; and for thy judgments 
they have not known them. 


Now, my brethren, a warm preſumption 
ariſes, that a nation ſo enlightened by 
divine knowledge, ſo diſtinguiſhed by the 
full enjoyment of that freedom which is 
denied to the largeſt portion of mankind, 
would make a ſuitable return to the father 
of mercies by its love to Religion, and its 
marked ſaperiority of private and public 
virtues. I do not love to delineate the dark 
fide of things; I do not love to bode evil 
to my country; but it is an obvious truth 
that we are fallen into that relaxation of 
morals, the ſure concomitant, alas! of too 
long a ſucceſſion of proſperity, which was 
the bane of ancient ſtates. The unbounded 
flow of wealth, which has lately been poured 
into this county from the Eaſt, has corrupted 
the purity of our manners; and we have 
plunged in the ſtream of Aſiatic luxury. 
The ſpring once contaminated, the waters 
will be poiſoned to the remoteſt channel. It 
is no wonder, when they, who from their 

; high- 


nn i. 
high ſtation have a' commanding influence, 
lead the fad example, that ſuch a notorious 
want of ſobriety, temperance, induſtry, and 
virtue, ſhould diſgrace the lower orders, the 
tradeſmen, labourers, and mechanics. By a 
ſtrange inverſion of what is good and ſacred, 
we abuſe our liberty, and degrade our Re- 
ligion. Liberty is made a cloak of licen- 


tiouſneſs, patriotiſm ſelf intereſt, and Religion 


a form. © Inſtead of virtue behold libertiniſm, 
prophaneneſs, and debauchery. Principles, the 
molt repugnant to the happineſs of ſociety, 


are avowed and publiſhed to the world. 


Chriſtianity is boldly attacked by the deiſt, 
its ſyſtem of morals is expoſed as abſurd, 
and its principal doctrines as improbable and 
unſupported. Theſe authors, not contented 
with unſetling the religious opinions of their 


country, ſtrive to rob her of her hopes of 
immortality. The temper and paſſions of 


the age are but too favourable to this 
ſpecies of compoſition. And while thoſe 
chaſte and ſober writings, which plead the 
cauſe of Virtue and Religion, are peruſed 
with indifference, thoſe pernicious bouks, 
which ſport with ihe fame” and chüracter 


of others, are conſidered as the quinteſſence 
of 


( 
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of wit and of genius; and thoſe, which 
inflame and pollute the imagination, are 

_ eagerly ſought, and read with avidity. The 
late rapid circulation of a certain work, the 
production (I bluſh to name it) of an un- 
worthy miniſter of the Goſpel, which is 
intended to. ſubvert that conjugal union, on 
which experience has demonſtrated public 
and private happineſs to be founded, will be 
a perpetual witneſs to the licentious ſpirit 
of the preſent period. Another has made 
an impious attempt to diveſt the bleſſed 
Saviour of his divinity, and his mediatorial 
power; and, on the ſame level with Solon, 
Confucius, Mohammed, and the law-givers 
of old, has dared to place him, who is 
the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. 
The liberty of the preſs is a dear privilege 
to Engliſhmen— to retrench it in any degree 
is a delicate and alarming meaſure—but at 
the ſame time it were much to- be wiſhed 
that a ſeaſonable check might be oppoſed to 
this torrent of licentiouſneſs. For theſe prin- 
ciples and doctrines are ſoon brought forward 
into active life, and are the origin of that 
univerſal irreligion which is now ſo rife and 
prevalent. Shall not I viſit them for theſe 
- | things, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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things, faith the Lord; ſhall not my ſoul be 


avenged on ſuch a nation as this ? 


The hiſtory of antient nations lays before 


the eye of poſterity ſome dreadful examples 


of the juſt judgments of Almighty God. 
Recall to your memories the ſplendour 
riches, and population of thoſe mighty 
empires which, in their turn, made fo 
diſtinguiſhed a figure on the theatre of 
the world, Have you forgot the vaſt 


domains of the capital of Aſſyria? Have 


you forgot the glory of the haughty Nebu- 
buchadnezzar, the voluptuous court of the 


ſoft Belſhazzar ? Have you forgot that when, 


in the height of jollity and merriment, the 
ſpirits fluſhed with wine and beauty, he 
lifted up himſelf againſt the Lord of hea- 
ven, the fingers of man's hand wrote on 
the wall theſe emphatic words, Mene, Mene, 
Tekel, Upharfin; God has numbered thy 
kingdom, and finiſhed it; thou art weighed . 
in the balance. and found wanting ; thy 
kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes 
and Perſians. And before that very night 
had run half her courſe, the city, ſurprized 
by the invading enemy, was deluged with 

blood 


5 
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blood and death; and ſo completely levelled 
and demoliſhed, that in the progreſs of years, 
the ' ſmalleſt traces of its exiſtence were not 
to be found; the place where it ſtood was 
unknown; and the paſſenger might ſay, an 
heap of duſt alone remains of thee. Turn 
your eyes to the republics and ſtates of 
Greece, the nurſe of arts and ſciences, the 
choſen. ;. ſeat of philoſophy. Where, alas! 
have that people vaniſhed ? degenerated from 
the virtues of their anceſtors, they are ſwal- 
lowed: up by the Turkiſh power, and nought 
remains of all their learning and glory - but 
an empty name. Turn next and weep over 
the lamentable ſiege of | Jeruſalem; à ſiege 
where the rage of famine was ſo irreſiſtible, 
that all the ties of humanity and relationſhip 
were cut aſunder; and the prophecy of Moſes 
was dreadfully accompliſhed ; the tender and 
delicate woman among you, which would not 
adventure to ſet the ſole of her foot upon the 
ground for delicateneſs and tenderneſs, ſhall 
| ſecretly eat the children which ſhe bore, 
Think on that incredible deſolation which 
enſued, when above a million of the Jews 
were ſlaughtered without mercy by the vice 


torious and exaſperated Romans; and the 
Q miſerable 
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.nhiſtablt temnant were diſperſed} in every 
quarter of the world, as we fee'them at 
this: da a deſpiſed and rejected people::.: But: 
the conqurrors, in their turn, abſorbedd in 
the moſt monſtrous vices} enervated by 
lumury, and grown preſumptuous by ſuccels;. 
became: at length fit objects of the divine 
vongegnce. A ſwarm of Barbariand, iſſuing 
ftom the ftozen north in ſearch of happier” 
climates; over an all Italy Spoil; ruin} and 
haveck marked! their fatal prugreſs. Where 
is NOW: majeſtio Romer What is become of 
that-proud capital, the droad of nations and 
the / matt of ith world) Where: are its mag 
| DifigEnts ſtreets; its ſtupendous temples. and 
palaces ; its monuments: of exquifite architedcw- 
tute ? where is all that pdmp and refinement? 
where axe its. ſenators}; thaſe: ſages, and law- 
givers ? where are its demigods and heroes ? 
and where thoſe: private citizens, . whoſe wealth 
emulated; that of potent kings? fallen is the 
miſtteſs of the world; and ſcarce ene 6 

W s 202-25 ee 


A aucb .revolutions the: effect of blind . 
caſualty; and not produced by the decrees of 


an meien Deity? will the boldeſt enemy 
2 : of 
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of Providence dare to aſſert it? apply to hu- 


man wiſdom ; and aſk of human wiſdom, : 


"ah ell its boaſted - ſagacity, when Rome 
was in the meridian of its glory, could 
here forkeen ſo mournful a revolution. It 
is worthy of | obſervation, that God never 
ꝓuniſhes a nation till it is irreclaimably loſt 


to yirtue and religion. This appears to 


have been the unchangeable ſcheme of Pro- 
vidence; and it is conſiſtent with infinite 
juſtice. Men are not always corrected in 
the preſent life, becauſe a ſtate of future 
retribution is appointed for individuals. But 
empires, as they have no exiſtence beyond 
time, muſt be chaſtiſed, 1 at all, in this 
ſublunar world. 5 


The Britiſh nation ought to imbibe a leſſon 
of wiſdom from ſuch awful examples; ought 
to derive inſtruction from theſe recorded 
events. Great, as I have ſaid before, gteat 
are our privileges, great are our opportunities 
for knowledge and experience. But as we 
have trod in the footſteps of other empires 
leſs enlightened, the dangers which threaten 
this ſeemingly devoted country are more 
boundleſs and terrible. Far be it from me 


* 
* * 
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to intimidate your minds by tinging them 
with ſuperſtitious fears. My aim is to mould 
them into proper ſentiments of our ſituation, 
not to oppreſs them with vain alarms. 1 
be ſerious obſerver 66d incline to ſup- 
pos that the great God was meditating ſome 
important tranſaction to take place at this 
criſis, as a warning to the ſons of men. The 
flames of war are kindled in moſt parts of 
the earth, The ambitious potentates of 
Europe are ruſhing to the dire contention, 
The American world is a ſcene of deſolation; 
; and the eaſt, where the humanizing virtues 
ate ſacrificed to avarice; is ſtained with blood. 
And oh! what language ſhall J find to de- 
ſcribe the horrors of thoſe tremendous hur- 
ricanes, which, like a fecond deluge, have 
" ravaged our Weſt India ſettlements, How 
| ſhall 1 paint the relentleſs fury of the 
elements, which combined, as it were, to 
ſweep away the living from the face of the 
earth! how ſhall 1 depict the tempeſtuous 
| ſea, ruſhing in mountainous waves over the 
| towns, the land and its produce, and defacing, 
in a momeat, all the beauteous works of 
b Pens the hopes of the laborious farmer, 


and 
( 
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and the ſanguine proſpects of the merchant 1 | 
Hence nakedneſs, hunger, and beggary: 
hence the deſtruction of reſpectable families, 


and the - leſs of ſeveral thouſand lives. O 
empire of Britain, two things are come upon 


thee, who ſhall be ſorry for thee? deſtruction 


and deſolation, the famine and the ſword; by 
whom. ſhall I comfort thee ? 


War of itſelf, my brethren, unconnected 


with other calamities, is a ſufficient evil. 
Then it is that the land mourns, and the 
pleaſant places of the wilderneſs are dried 
up. Then it is that Rachel weeps for her 
children, and will not be comforted, becauſe 


they are not. How many a firm patriot, 


whoſe talents might have ſhone in the cauſe 
of liberty ; how many a hero, whaſe valour 
might have preſerved his country ; how many 
a tender huſband, torn from the embrace of a 
beloved wife; how many a father, ſeparated 


from the dear objects of his affeQions ; how 


many a youth, deplored by his mourning pa- 
rents, with virtues ripened on his blooming 
head, have been mowed down by the iron 

hand of unſparing war! Oh, thou ſword of 
the Lord, how long wilt it be c'er thou be 


Q-3 1 quiet? | 


The crying ſins of individuals are the grand 
original of theſe” calamities. Lay it to heart, 
my bretliten, lay it to heart; and let it produce 
that ſincere and general reformation, which yet 
may fave this country, and ſtop the deſtroying 
angel whoſe ſword is now extended over the 
land;” Rend” yout hearts'#nd not your gat- 
ments. When Jonah cried, yet forty days and 
Nineveli ſhalf be deſtroyed; the people of Ni- 
neveh believed in God, proclaimed a faſt, and 
put on ſackcloth, from the greateſt even to the 
leaſt; for, ſaid they, who can tell if God will 
repent, and turn away from his fierce anger, 
that we periſh not. Let us then, my dear 
brethren, and fellow-citizens, if we reverence 
the majeſty of heaven and earth; if we are 
attached to the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ; if we 
have a ſpark of public virtue; if we love our 
country, our relatives, and ourſelves; let us 
give a bright example to the reft of the world, 
by a ſerious repentance, and a conſequent re- 
formation of manners, May religion, and the 
moral virtues, may charity, benevolence, fin- 
cetity, juſtice, temperance, and honeſty flouriſh 

Ss , among 
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among us to the lateſt generations. May in- 
teſtine diſſentions, and party rage, fink to their 
native hell; and may harmonious concord bleſs 
the empire through all its connections. And 
thou, O peace ſerene, too long, alas! eſtranged 
and baniſhed from this weeping realm, return, 
at laſt return, and bring in thy ſmiling train 
ſweet plenty, domeſtic happineſs, and public 


joy. And, by the favour and the grace of 


God, may we behold a realization of thoſe 
bleſſings which the Pſalmiſt has enumerated as 
attendant on a religious people ; that our ſons 
may grow up as the young plants, and that 
our daughters may be as the poliſhed corners 
of the temple ;: that our garners may be full 
and plenteous with all manner of ſtore; that 
our ſheep may bring forth thouſands, and ten 
thouſands in our ſtreets ; that our oxen may be 
ſtrong to labour ; that there be no decay, no 
leading into captivity, and no complaining in 
our ſtreets, Happy are the people that are in 
| ſuch a caſe; yea bleſſed are the people who 
have the Lord for their God. 
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Therefore i is the kingdom of heaven likened unto 
a certain king which would tale account 


of his ſervants. 
T* Goſpel is not only a FF 


Religion, but is alſo a code of morality, 
The great preacher Jeſus Chriſt does 
not confine himſelf to ſpiritual ſubjects, but 
takes various opportunities of inſtructing his 
hearers in the conduct of life. This was neceſ- 
fary. Men, when they have learned the religious 
duties, require information in thoſe which they 


owe to one another. This knowledge is of no 


| ſmall importance to human happineſs, and ac- 
cordingly we find it clearly diſplayed to our 


Capacities in the New Teſtament. The duty 
Which 
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which I propoſe to treat of, the duty of for- 
giveneſs, may be ranked among the moſt uſe- 
ful and illuſtrious that occur in the commerce of 
life. The mention of it was thus occaſioned : 
The Apoſtle Peter aſked, Lord, how oft ſhall 
my brother fin againſt me and I forgive him, 
until ſeven times > The Jews, by miſconſtming 
the purport of their holy law, had by degrees 
contracted a ſtern, a gloomy, and unforgiving 
ſpirit. Friends only to thoſe of their religious 
| perſuaſion, they looked on the reſt. of mankind 
as enemies. Thou ſhalt loye thy. neighbour 
and hate thy enemy, was among them a fa- 
vourite maxim. The anſwer made by Jeſus 
to Peter's queſtion was intended to reform Ia 
malevolent principle: I ſay not unto thee until 
ſeven times, but until ſeventy. times ſeven. 
Then, in ſupport of ſo benignant a doctrine, 
he introduaes that moſt excellent parable of a 
certain ene e __ an apt A 
bis _— ; | 


+ Fg preg pantelar view af this heave 
hl pan. af 425 9 5 


Ade — in Kind: tir he phe 
bg to reckon, one was brought unto him 
| which 
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which: owed him ten thouſand talents. The 
beings, ſhadowed: out by a; certain king and 
his ſervants; are God and human kind. The 
creature is indehted for all its poſſeſſions ta the 


Amighty Creator: Man has not ſubſiſted. 
like the Father of heaven and earth, from all 
eternity. His original is not leſs certain than 
his exiſtence. Nor could he be inſtrumental 
to his on production; God only could breathe, 
the living ſoul into the inanimate clay, and 
form a being fo complete and ſo admirable... 
The workmanſhip proclaims the infinite power 
of its author. Life, then, and reaſon, health 
and beauty, ſtrength and riches, comfort and 
happineſs, the temporal advantages, faith and 
hope, redemption and immortality, the ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings, are derived to men from him 
who is the ſupreme fountain of benevolence, 
Thus, his goodneſs having called into exiſtence, 


and placed men in the world, did not leave 


him, like a forlorn creature in a wilderneſs, to 
roam unprotected, but anſwers all his wants, 
and watches with providential cage over all his 
ſteps. This is the ſum of that boundleſs debt 
pictured by Jeſus Chriſt under the image of a 


ſervant who owed to his Lord the enormous 


amount of ten thouſand talents, This debt, 


even 
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even the debt of life and protection, can never 
be repaid to our merciful benefactor; but, 
_ though always paying, is ſtill to pay. Nor 
is'it leſſened by the leaſt obligation to men on 
the part of his Creator; nor can the felicity of 
the eternal be encreaſed. by the imperfe& ſer- 
vices of mankind, fo great is the diſtance 
between omnipotence and mortality. A warm, 
affectionate, and cordial gratitude, manifeſted 
by an humble piety, and a conſtant ſeries of 
moral virtues, is the only return that can be 
made by mortal creatures in their fallible and 
impotent ſtate, for ſo many unſpeakable tokens 
of the divine love. But alas! this evidence of 
a grateful heart is by no means the prevalent 
colour through the life of man. Deſtitute of 
that excellent character, his abilities and en- 
dowments being groſsly perverted, he may | be 
es {aid to have nathing to * * 


But er as _ as he had not to pay 
his Lord commanded him to be ſold, and his 
wife, and children, and all that he _ and 


* to 1 made. | 


From time to time, the gteat King takes 
account of his ſervants, in their collective and 


particular 


particular capacity, as ſtates. and individuals. 
The advantages, civil or religious, granted to 
a favoured people, and by them miſapplied to 
the purpoſes, of vice and ungodlineſs, have 
never failed to draw down the vengeance of 
heaven. A noiſome peſtilence has walked 
among the inhabitants, war has ravaged their 
cities and provinces, or ſome! other grievous 
_ calamity, appointed by the righteous, judgment 
of God, has befallen, But on the leaſt proof 
of a national repentance, on the ſmalleſt pro- 
ſpect of returning virtue, the hand of deſtruc- 
tion has been averted, and the long - ſuffering 
of God has again been conſpicuous. And al- 
though their Lord commanded them to be ſold, 
and their wives and children, and all that they 


had, and payment to be made, yet, as we 


- ſhall obſerve in the ſequel, he was moved with 
compaſſion, and forgave them the debt. I 
ſhall not point to particular inſtances ; you may 
find them abundantly in ſacred and profane 
hiſtory. His patience with regard to individuals 
is not leſs remarkable. Who among the race 
of men is free from guilt? Who does not pro- 
| voke God every day? Who does not abuſe 
his mercies ?=Few, if any, my brethren, have 
anſwered the chief end of their being. How 


A; many 
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many, faſcinated by opulence and proſperity, 
by the pomps ond vanities of the preſent world, 
Shave hy degrees almoſt forgot their dependence 
on the 'Cremor! How many have led, euen 
tom their earlieſt manhood, an impure, boiſ- 
ereus, and intemperate life! How many are 
wn old in the arts of ciroumvention, fraud, 
und Auplieity o F many, influenced by their 
örropt nstefre, and under various but fatal 
Pretonees, Have fer a ſeries of years abſtained 
-Framthepublowotſhip 15 How many, exulting 
An the Full pride of ſcience and philoſepliy, 
{Wave urented with contetipt the redemption vf 
nk Rind- Bwieur, and blafphemed that 
worthy! matic by the Which they are called! 
ot i many, nand it is tobbe feared; thetbullk 
of Ghriangbeonfide in the plowing bealth ahd 
Apiries of ryouthy Alive exreleit of their God, and 
ſeldom er never drop la reflection on futurity, 
„ ee Serene. e with 
Pier er re ti ar! 6! gg 
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meh 


15 His Manns e waſted and abuſed, 
5 W ungratefll children, Mould God, inexor- 
Ally“ febefe in jtiſtice, be extreme to mark what 
15 r der only theſe finners ſhould be 
Huarried 
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hurried away to inſtant puniſhment, but there 
is not a man breathing” on the ſurface of the 
earth who: ne n the Woe wed that dread- 


408 ee therefore En dowñi and Wor- 
Fipped him, faying, Lord, have patience with 
me and I will pay thee all. The moment of 


calarfilty; that trying moment, rallies all thoſe 
ſerious thoughts: and feflections, which the diffi- 


pation and levity contradted by x a, commerce 


with the world, had exiled from the careleſs 
mind. Viſited by the divine chaſtiſements, 
the ſoul, loft before to wiſdom and virtue, is 
recalled to a conſtiouſneſs of its real condition. 
Then it begitis to conſider, how the great duties, 
for which God gave it a being, HAVE been diſ- 
charged; and, keenly ſenſible of its time miſ- 
pent in vice and folly, and ſeeing its nakedneſs 
of all moral and religious ornaments, cannot 
but tremble at its approaching fate. Then 
falls that deceitful maſk of beauty and allure- 
ment, which the world had caſt” over its own 
deformities. Then dies away the voice of the 
harlot pleaſure, which before had perſuaded 
and engroſſed the yielding heart. Then droops 

the WINE ſpirit - of ' arrogance and ſelf-ſuffi- 
ciency. 


— 1 —— 5 — 
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ciency. | Then appears, unobſcured by any 
ſhade, the weakneſs and imbecility of man, 


the boundleſs love of God, before unheeded, 
and the tranſcendent excellence of the Re- 
deemer, before unregarded. Glad to fly from 
the retroſpect of a life, which can afford ao 
comfort or ſatisfaction in the peruſal, at a time 
| when they are moſt deſirable, and to lean on 
the hope of redeeming grace for pardon, the 
afflicted penitent cries, Lord, have patience 
vith n me and I will Pay. thee all ; 0 e the 


2129 


that 1 may lire to. bleſs thy holy ache, * to 
walk i in the paths of thy commandments, from 
Which 1 had before unhappily | wandered., . Is 
not this the natural. voice of the ſinner, .when 
he touches on the threſhold of death? And, 

repeated Experience confirms it, that ab 
when the, ſkill of the ableſt .phyfician had 
proved ineffectual, and nature ſeemingly ex- 
hauſting was verging to its diſſolution, health 
has unexpectedly returned, ſtrength has braced 
again; the languid nerves, and life has been re- 
ſtored in all its regular and animated functions. 


The opergtign of this wonderful reviveſcence 
muſt 


CE, „ 


0 


S ER M ON XIII. 241 


muſt be evidently aſcribed to eternal Provi- 
dence; which, although juſtly incenſed by daily 
provocations, and about to inflict the meditated 
puniſhment, yet, kindly liſtening to the bitter 
repentance of his creature, ſays to the king of 
terrors, ſtay thy hand, and ſave a ſoul alive 
which muſt elſe have periſhed in its fins and 
imperfections. Then the Lord of that ſervant 
was moved with compaſſion, and looſed him, 
and forgave him the debt. This is a ſtrong 
inſtance, which, I doubt not, many of my 
preſent hearers can confirm, among others 
which might be recorded of the ſupreme bene- 
volence and compaſſion. Not a day, indeed, 
elapſes in the courſe of a ſhort revolving year 
unſtained by ſin; not a day therefore is undiſ- 
tinguiſhed by heavenly mercy. The bleſſed 
Saviour having thus juſtly repreſented the God 
of truth in his glorious attributes of grace and 
mercy, now deſcends into the walks of human 
life, and draws a moſt ſtriking contraſt to > this 
pleaſing and lovely picture, 


But the ſame ſervant went out, and fou 
one of his fellow ſervants which owed him ar 

hundred pence; and he laid his hands on him, 
1 took him by the throat, ſaying, pay me 
R what 
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what thou oweſt. And his fellow ſervant fell 
down at his feet and beſought him, ſaying 
have patience with me and I will pay thee all, 
and he would not, but went and caſt him into 
gs till he ſhould pay the debt. 


Man, onmindful of the various «bei 
which he daily receives from the bountiful 
hand of his God, forgetting his own inſta- 
| bility, and not reflecting on that mercy of 

which he ſtands in need from above, exacts 
atonement and ſatisfaction from his offending 
brother to the utmoſt point. Trivial faults are 
conſtrued into the effects of a deep malignity 
by the magnifying opties of rugged and obſti- 
nate humours, as objects through a miſt are 
enlarged beyond the life. A flight affront once 
offered to their dignity is not eaſily forgiven, 
Now a great portion of this implacable ſpirit 
takes its origin from pride, one of the moſt 
diſguſting paſſions. Too much in love with 
ourſelves, and poſſeſſing a high ideal import» 


ance, we fondly expect to command the 


' * ſame reſpectability in the opinion of others. 


Blind to thoſe glaring defects, which the 
world clearly fees, and which alloy the 
brightneſs of our virtues, but infinitely over- 


rating 
( 
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rating the natural and accidental beauties of our 8 
underſtandings or bodies, as a fond parent 
doats even on the faults, and prizes beyond all 
bounds the good qualities of a favourite child, 
we think ourſelves entitled to greater attention 
from our fellou- creatures than we really are. 
Hence offences, of no very deep dye in them- 
ſelves, and which might ſoon have been bu- 
ried in oblivion, had they not unfortunately 
touched on the delicate chords of our vanity, 
are purſued with revengeful ſeverity, Where- 
as, in the true eſtimate of things, we are of 
ſmall conſideration ; the world might very well 
go on without us; men would be as chearful 
and happy; the affairs of life would be tranſ- 
acted with as much regularity and conveni- 
ence; the ſame food would be provided for 
the hungry, and the ſame clothes for the 
naked. Wit, genius, and learning, if we poſ- 
ſeſs them, are common to many others who 
eclipſe us in thoſe valuable qualities; the re- 
nown of our name is only known to a ſmall 
citele of acquaintance; and we are hardly 
mentioned beyond the limits of our little habi- 
tations. Pride ought to ſubſide at the recol- 
lection, and the big heart, from this bold and 
free view of its own inſignificance, ſhould be 
K taught 
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taught not haſtily to take exceptions at _ 
injuries, much leſs to revenge them. 


=P There i is another principle of revenge, which 
the world has concealed under the ſpecious and 
heroic. appellation of honour. This unfortu- 
nate term, ſo wantonly miſapplied, has done 
iofinite miſchief, The worſt adopt it, as they 
have as juſt a claim to retaliation as the beſt of 
men, Hence the moſt worthleſs characters, 
who are fo far from having any pretenſions to 
honourable reſpe&, that their very exiſtence is 
a reproach to human nature, will aſk with af- 
fected dignity, on the leaſt altercation, if 
you mean to affront their honour ? | Conſcious, 
at the ſame time, that every perſon who hears 
them is acquainted with their ill reputation, 
I mention this to ſhew the dangerous tendency 
of ſcreening an odious paſſion under a reſpect- 
able name. It is to be lamented that ſome of 
conſpicuous rank, and of a fame in other points 
of view unblemiſhed, have given it the ſanction 
of their example. At the ſtern mandate of 
this tyrannical honour, the moſt antient and 
happy connections have been ſuddenly cut 
aſunder; friends, who were lovely and pleaſant 
in 
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in their lives, have ruſhed upon the point of 
each other's ſword, and perhaps entailed inſu- 
. perable woes upon their families, becauſe this 
rigid honour commanded them to take yenge- 
- ance, at the price of life itſelf, for an unguard- 
ed expreſſion dropped in the heat of argument, 
and capable, in a cooler moment, of being ex- 
plained to their mutual ſatisfaction. This, not- 
withſtanding the opinion of an injudicjpus 
world, is no document of real courage, and 
for this plain reaſon : The mind hurried away 
by a thirſt after revenge, and a guſt of tumul- 
tuous paſſions, has no ability for other reflec- 
tions, and is inſenſible of its danger. Call not 
then this mode of vindication by the name 
of courage, but of revenge; call it the cruel 
ſervant whoſe conſtant voice is, pay; . that 
thou oweſt. | 


Jo revenge an offence is not in general a 
difficult matter; but to ſupport it with calm 
3 is the effort of a noble mind. Phi- 
oſophers have always accounted it a more ex- 
alted act of heroiſm to ſubdue the paſſions, than 
to triumph over a hoſt of enemies. Here the 
victory is peculiarly glorious. The keen reſent- 
R 3 ment 
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ment which writigs the very heart at hn uhpte- 
voked injury, muſt be inſtantly ſupprelſed;-and 
_ replaced with the mild ſpirit of benevolence : 
This undoubtedly' is an arduous leſſbn, and 
muſt coſt mary a hard ſtruggle in boſoms prone 
to anger. He, therefore, whoſe enlarged ſbol, 
full of Chriſtian kindneſs to his brethren, can 
| buſh the whitlwind of paſſion touſed by untx- 
© pjffted. injuries ; who reſtrains the turbulent 
emotions of vindictive fury in their birth, and 
grants à liberal forgiveneſs from his heart to an 
adverſaty] he is the true hero. Crowns, ſtars, 
and Zerters cannot ennoble ſuch a generous 
character; à character as great and gloridus 
"it the abodes of poverty, as in the palaces of 
opulente; fave indeed that the latter is more 
_ famed in the annals of human praiſe; from 
the circumſtances of his ſtation 3 and the 
former perhaps is only known to the ſearcher 
of hearts, who will reward them both with an 
"Equal Wegjee! of Fuluee 5 A {oooh 
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The mit of 4 candig: mid forgiving Giri 
taſtes an abundanee of felicity here below, in 
the deeiſion of his conſcience, that whiſpers 
— the dee 's in * loye which his fel- 


lov 
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low creatures bear to the ſweetneſs of his diſ- 
peſition; and in that ſuperiority acquired, bß 
a voluntary pardon, over his enemy. By that 
ſingle! act of uncompelled and diſintereſted 
mercy, an aſſemblage of good qualities is diſ- 
cloſed; as flowers, whoſe. leaves were con- 
tracted before, are expanded in all their fra- 
grant beauty by the riſing ſun, The firſt 
dramatic poet of our nation, and a perfect 
judge! of human nature, bas a fine paſſage re- 
lative to my ſubject, which, if it be allowed 
me here, I ſhall beg leave to quote; not but 
Þ think a moral ſentiment! may be produced 
n r writer without m—_ 


HED 


T he n; of mercy is not friin 'd, 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven, 
Upon the place beneath. It is twice bleſs'd ;- 
15 bleſſeth him that 1 and him that takes. 
Thus asl Gaal, 1 offender muſt lee 

and feel his own littleneſs, and admire: your 

towering excellence, In baſe unfriendly minds, 
indeed, this, conſcious, inferiority will only ſerve 
to embitter the wound of deadly hatred z and 
be that did the wrong will loath in ſecret the 

R 4 ſight 
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ſight of his benefactor, which calls his attention 
to thoſe virtues, of which his own foul is bar- 
ren. Some tempers are ſo oruel, obſtinate, 
and malicious, that a thouſand acts of kind- 
neſs and beneficence laviſhed on them, are 
fruitleſs as the ſeed which falls on rocky ground. 
The moſt ſolid ſubſtance in nature, which can 
receive no form or poliſh from the inventive 
artiſt, is not more impenetrable than the hard 
heart of ingratitude. But on a diſpoſition 
humanized and Chriſtian, a deed of gene- 
roſity is never loſt. The culture of the huſ- 
bandman on a fertile ſpot of ground is not 
beſtowed in vain, but received with benignity,: 
and repaid with abundance, He who before 
was your foe, by your judicious and humane 
conduct, is converted into a faithful friend; he 
is not aſhamed to acknowledge, as he diſcerns 
your merit, and to confeſs himſelf vanquiſhed 
by this unmerited inſtance of your forgiving 
love. The epiſtle to the Romans has expreſſed 
the happy effects, which ſucceed a good- natured 
action of this kind, by a very proper metaphor: 
Dearly beloved, avenge not yourſelves, but ra- 
ther give place unto. wrath; for it is written, 
vengeance is mine, I will repay, ſaith the 

1. = Lord, 
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Lord. Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed 
him; if he thirſt, give him drink; for in ſo 
doing thou ſhalt heap coals of fire on his head. 
Thy kindneſs and beneficence will melt down 
his hatred and anger, as metal is diſſolved by 
coals of fire placed on the head of the erueible. 
All private revenge, ſays a fine writer of ſer- 
mons, and conſequentiy the deſire of it too, is 
in the nature of the thing unlawful; ſince, if 
it were allowed, it would draw a fatal train'of 
conſequences after it, and mins the world an 
r or field ol r een, _ 
Mien, in whol@ bn 650 806 : 
paſſion are ſoon” blown into rage and vehe£ 
mence, are incited by this haſtineſs of temper 
to cake inſtant tepriſals. Others again, whoſe 
ſenſibility is equally alarmed at an injury, but 
whoſe head is cooler, will defer the execution 
of their revenge to a proper opportunity, look- 
ing forward all the while with filent pleaſure 
to the day of ample retaliation. Theſe cha- 
rafters are both very dangerous to the peace of 
their fellow-creatures, The former, in the 
tempeſt of fury, may be guilty of ſo many 
8 and outrages, as will lay in a ſtore of 

unquiet 
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unquiet reflections for all his future days; or 
he may be the cauſe of A miſery, for which 
bis ſorrow and acknowledgement, or even his 
wonted good: nature when/the ſtorm has ſpeut 
its rage; will make but an ill compenſation. 
I ſhall lay before you another quotation. from 
the above- mentioned author: As to men of 
paſſion and fury, they indeed will tell you, God 
forgive them, it is their infirmity which. they: 
| cannot help, they are apt to be tranſported 
into unſeemly words and actions, but the ſtorm, 
is ſoon over. Theſe are the excuſes of thoſe, 
who, when their anger has ſpent itſelf, are very 
good - natuted, and continue ſo till freſh recruits 
of ſpirits enable their paſſions to take the field 
again; and they: might ſerve. well enough for 
thoſe fierce, animals who muſt be held with 
chains and; bridles, leſt they fall upon you; 
but, they came with a very ill. grace from the 
mouth of thoſe, who call ante 0 
eee Sl: 5M Us 51-710! en 

& 10 vii 

The latter charadier is tall more dreadfol, 
I am ſute it is more Winkle. The fir 

tranſports of fury we may ſometimes avoid; 


W no. apt or precaution can ſecure us from the 
eo 


+95 
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 Yetp- laid ſcherties. and malice 6f the deliberate 
eas er. Fbr mbnths and years reſentment 
will prey opon His Tmplacible heart. And, 
although he bus time to meditate on the na- 
ture of the offence, time to call in pruderice 
and religion to his aid, time for the ſoft move- 

ments of pity to operate, time to get the better 
of his anger, if the feelings of humanity had 
not entirely deſerted him, the defire of veng& 
ance is ſtill uppermoſt in his ſoul; and on a 
proper opportunity he will het fall to reckon 
ſeverely with his unprovided brother, 'who per- 
-haps had forgotten fault ſo long ago com. 
mitted, and had not à trace of malies remaining 
in his heart. In this he reſembles thoſe ſavage 
beaſts, which; às flatural hiſtorians inform us, 
once attacked and wounded, never quit the 
purſuit of their devoted eneiny, iilh tlieir rage 
be appeaſed with his blood, Such principles 
are neither manly nor Chriſtian- like, but cn 
tradictory to that goſpel, Whoſe very eſſence is 
harmony, love, "and union, and whoſe precepts 
are always conceived in the following ſtrains: 
| Ye have heard that it has been ſaid”: 05 eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth; but I ſay unto 


you, that ye reſiſt not evil; Jove your enemies, 
bleſs 
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bleſs them that | curſe you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that 
deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you, that 
ys may be the children of your * wh ich is 
in heaven. 1 


* the lilt of unmerciful avengers the evil- 
ſpeaker muſt be claſſed. This vice, the vice 
of coward and worthleſs minds, is not leſs re- 
Probated. in ſcripture; than thoſe already ſpeci- 
fied, Corroded by envy, provoked by neglect, 
and dilguſted by ſome real or imaginary affront, 
the evil-ſpeaker does not take an active revenge, 
becauſe he. wants the power; but compenſating 
impotence, with. ſubtlety, he diſcharges the 
venom of his malice on the reputation of the 
offender in his abſence. Afraid to avow his 
-hatred openly, and demand redreſs, he pleaſes 
his revengeful heart with covertly undermining 

the character. of his adverſary by dark inſinua- 
ations and defaming ſlanders; as ſome poiſons, 
owly gradual, excite no ſuſpicion, but are not 
the leſs fatally certain. Brethren, ſays St. | 
James, ID not evil of one nacher. 85 


But 
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But if a forgiving ſpirit be deemed a bleſſing 
to a man in his dealings with the world abroad, 
how equally requiſite will it be found in the 


little government of his family. There he meets 


with daily occafions of exercifing this mild 
temper by mutual forbearance, and a conſtant 
exchange of good offices, and of making his 
houſe the refidence of calm content and ſweet 


felicity. But if every untoward accident, if 


every thing that does not exactly meet his in- 
clinations and deſires, is capable of kindling his 
immoderate paſſions, home, which ought to 
be the center of his happineſs, will be the dun- 
geon of his miſery. Better is a dinner of herbs 


where love is, than a ſtalled ox and hatred 


therewith. Peace and gentleneſs of temper 
will render thoſe of the ſame family happier, 
though their fare be ſimple, than a luxurious 
table with quarrels and contention. . 


The acquiſition of this generous and pla- 
cable ſpirit, therefore, is enjoined to thoſe who 
profeſs the name of Jeſus Chriſt. The good 
order and well being of ſociety depend upon 
its prevalence; becauſe without it the earth 
would be a ſcene of animoſity and bloodihed. 

It 
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It muſt needs be that offences come. Man is 
by nature frail; and if we conſtrue all that is 
done or ſaid againſt us into an unpardonable ' 
injury, we ſhall be occupied with nothing 
but plans of revenge Ps en a life - of _ 
or ny Os To 


. e we now to the cken of 46s 
* So when his fellow ſervants ſaw what 
was done, they were ſorry, and came and told 
unto their Lord all that was done. Then his 
Lord, after that he had called him, ſaid unto 
him, O thou wicked ſervant, I forgave thee all 
that debt, becauſe thou deſiredſt me; ſhouldſt 
thou not alfo have had compaſſion on thy fel- 
low-ſervant, even as I had pity on thee? And 
his Lord was wroth, and delivered him to the 
tormentors, till he ſhould al all that was 
due unto him. 


Mercy and compaſſion, as I have ſhewn 
already, are the attributes of the Divinity, 
which he every day extends to his creatures in 
the remiſſion of their ſins, and the protection 
of their lives. We ought then to copy aftet 
theſe godlike perfections, and not defpiſe the 


riches 
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riches of our Creator's goodneſs, and forhear- 
ance, and loog-ſuffering ; like that cruel ſervant, 
who, ſcarcely riſen from the feet of his Lord, 
and the laſt words. which abſolyed him from 
the heavy debt but juſt pronounced, ſeized 
his fellow-ſervant who only owed him an 
hundred pence, and, unmaved by his tears and 
entreaties, caſt him into priſon. 


. With what reaſon can we expect that mercy 
from God, which we have refuſed to others? 
There ſhall be judgment without mercy, ſays 
an Apoſtle, to them who ſhew no mercy. Why 
do we wrong one another, fince we are bre- 
thren, all travelling in company through a 
troubleſome life to the common grave ; feeble, 
erring, and affailed in the journey by various 
diſaſters, which ought to be alleviated by mu- 
tual gentleneſs and unanimity. We ought to 
bear and not aggravate each other's infirmities. 
We ought to be kindly affectioned one to ano- 
ther, forgiving one another, If any man has a 
quarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt forgave you, 
ſo alſo do ye; and thus prepare your ſouls for 
the enjoyment of that promiſed ſtate, where 
the benevolent affections ſhall be diſplayed in 

their 
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their fulleſt extent, andthe rude alarms of 
human paſſions ſhall diſquict us no more. 


But if, after theſe conſiderations, you can till 
deny the moſt unlimited forgiveneſs to- your 
fellow creatures, expect to hear that juſt ſentence 
denounced againſt you at the day of judgment : 
O thou wicked ſervant, I forgave thee all that 
debt, becauſe thou deſiredſt me; ſhouldſt thou 
not alſo have had compaſſion on thy fellow- 
ſervant, even as I had pity on thee? I 
from me into ann . 


oF 
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